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persons with disabilities, and historically marginalized populations. In some cases, smaller 

costs-like new cookware to accommodate induction stoves-will also fall on tenants. While 

electrification provides energy cost savings over time, many tenants, like our large student 

population, may not reside in a unit long enough to realize them in a meaningful way. And 

important but more abstract benefits like healthier air in units can be overshadowed by the 

immediate and concrete impacts even small rent increases can have on rent-burdened tenants. 

We urge the City to secure all possible funding and subsidies, particularly for low-income 

landlords, to prevent the considerable upfront costs of electrification from being passed o'n to 

tenants as rent increases that contribute to Berkeley's continuing affordability crisis. 

2. Tenant Protections in order to mitigate unsafe and disruptive impacts on tenants.

The prolonged construction related to infrastructure and envelope upgrades may result

in disruptive and unsafe living conditions, and potentially permanent tenant displacement. It's 

· important that tenant protection measures are integrated, and have meaningful and accessible

enforcement mechanisms. We wish to highlight efforts by the 4 x 4 Joint Committee on

Housing-Rent Board & City Council that speak to this issue.

A. Habitability Plan Proposal

Modeled on the City of Los Angeles' practice, we introduced habitability plans as a more 

holistic approach to tenant protection during construction. In Los Angeles, prior to the issuance 

of permits, owners must obtain approval of a plan that specifies the responsible contractor, 

affected tenants and their current rents, scope of work, the specific work to be undertaken, and 

the severity and potential duration of impacts to the tenants or their personal property. 

Owners must also specify mitigation measures so that tenants can either remain safely in place, 

or be temporarily relocated during construction. Mayor Arregufn and the other members of 

the 4 x 4 Committee are currently exploring the possibility of implementing a similar 

requirement in Berkeley. 

B. Relocation Ordinance Amendments

Only landlords or the Building Official can trigger Berkeley's existing Relocation 

Ordinance. The Committee has recommended that the Ordinance be amended to, amongst 

other things: allow a broader range of parties to trigger it, including tenants; strengthen 

enforcement and appeal mechanisms; and increase the per diem reimbursement rate to 

current market rates. The Committee also recommended that the City provide funding for 
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https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Rent_Stabilization_Board/Level_3_-_General/Item%206%20Tenant%20Habitability%20Plan.pdf



