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Finance Department
Purchasing Division

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ)
Specification No. 26-11770- C
PUBLIC ART OPPORTUNITY FOR THE SOUTH BERKELEY SENIOR CENTER 
PROPOSALS WILL NOT BE OPENED AND READ PUBLICLY

March 25, 2026

Dear Proposer:

Questions received from proposers along with answers are attached. 
 
Qualifications must be received no later than 5:00 pm, on April 27, 2026. 
Applications Accepted Through Submittable: https://cityofberkeleyoed.submittable.com/submit

Proposals will not be accepted after the date and time stated above. Incomplete proposal or proposals that do not conform to the requirements specified herein will not be considered. Issuance of the RFQ does not obligate the City to award a contract, nor is the City liable for any costs incurred by the proposer in the preparation and submittal of proposals for the subject work. The act of submitting a proposal is a declaration that the proposer has read the RFQ and understands all the requirements and conditions.


We look forward to receiving and reviewing your proposal.

Sincerely,


Henry Oyekanmi
Finance Director

Addendum “A”

Questions and Answers for Specification No. 26-11770- C
PUBLIC ART OPPORTUNITY FOR THE SOUTH BERKELEY SENIOR CENTER

The City of Berkeley has received questions from some potential respondents regarding Specification No. 26-11770- C: PUBLIC ART OPPORTUNITY FOR THE SOUTH BERKELEY SENIOR CENTER. In an effort to provide the same information to all, listed below are the questions received to date, with responses from City staff.

1.Q.	Part 1: If selected, may artists meet with the older adult community that uses the South Berkeley Senior Center to co-create components of the proposed public art together through conversation?

Part 2: If selected, may artists host a hands-on art workshop at the South Berkeley Senior Center to provide the older adult community with the opportunity to directly create components of the proposed public art?

1.A.	In preparing artwork proposals, finalists are welcomed to explore these types of community engagement options based upon information collected at the in-person site visit and Q&A with project stakeholders. 

2.Q.	a. Structural Criteria for Artwork Installation
Can the City provide current or future structural information for the designated exterior and interior wall locations, including allowable weight loads, mounting restrictions, and any required engineering criteria for wall-mounted artwork?
b. Site Infrastructure and Utilities
Are there any existing or planned electrical provisions, lighting infrastructure, or other building systems at the artwork locations that the artist/team should consider during concept development?
c. Future Site Improvements
Are there any planned future site or building improvements (e.g., landscape, signage, lighting, accessibility upgrades) that the selected artist/team should consider during concept development to ensure long-term compatibility with the artwork?

2.A.	Finalists will receive building information, such as wall construction, planned future improvements, and information about electrical provisions, lighting, or other site elements that may impact the artwork in order for the finalists to develop site-specific proposals. This and relevant information about City requirements will be provided to finalists by Civic Arts staff and/or project architects.

3.Q.	Coordination with the Architectural Team
Will the selected artist/team coordinate directly with Noll & Tam Architects during design development, and will architectural drawings or BIM models be made available to support artwork integration and mounting design?

3.A.	The selected artist or artist team will receive architectural drawings or models and coordinate with the architect and other project team members as needed for art/building integration.

4.Q.	Community Engagement Expectations
Does the City anticipate or require specific community engagement activities (e.g., workshops, presentations, surveys) during concept development, or will engagement primarily occur during the finalist proposal phase?

4.A.	Beyond the site visit and Q&A with stakeholders, finalists are not expected to conduct community engagement activities in preparation of their artwork proposals. Selected artist or artist team is not required to conduct community engagement activities.

5.Q. 	Portfolio Eligibility for Artist/Fabricator Teams
Our proposed submission will be from an artist/fabricator team whose members have experience delivering public art projects over the course of their careers, including work completed while affiliated with prior organizations. For the purposes of this RFQ, may portfolio examples be included that were completed during previous professional roles, provided that each team member’s role and contribution to those projects is clearly identified?

5.A. 	If the applicant created a submitted work as part of another artist team or organization, that should be noted along with name of the lead artist and the applicant’s specific role. 

6.Q. 	Contract Structure and Compliance for Artist/Fabricator Teams
If a combined artist/fabricator team is selected, would the City consider issuing separate contracts—one for the artist’s design services and one for fabrication/installation services—or does the City require a single prime contract covering the entire scope of work? If separate contracts are permitted, would the artist be required to carry the same insurance coverage and compliance requirements as the fabrication/installation contractor?
 
6.A.	The City will contract with one artist or artist team for the entire scope of work.

7.Q. 	Long-Term Maintenance Considerations
Will the City provide any preferred materials, coatings, or fabrication standards based on the City’s long-term maintenance capabilities, or should the artist/team propose maintenance strategies as part of the submission?

7.A.	Finalists will propose materials and fabrication methods that take into consideration long-term maintenance. Finalists may ask questions about the City’s maintenance capabilities during the site visit and Q&A with stakeholders.

8.Q. 	City Fees, Permits, and Sales Tax Responsibilities
Does the total project budget of $225,000 need to cover all applicable sales tax, permitting fees, and inspection costs related to fabrication and installation, or are any City-related permit or review fees waived for commissioned public art projects?

8.A	The total project budget is inclusive of all items listed, as applicable. Sales tax is not applicable.

9.Q. 	Community Survey Process
The RFQ schedule indicates that finalist proposals and a community survey will occur in October 2026. Could the City please clarify how the community survey will be conducted and whether finalist artist teams are expected to participate in preparing materials or engaging with the community as part of the process? Additionally, will the survey solicit feedback on the finalist proposals themselves, and if so, how will that feedback be incorporated into the final selection process?

9.A.	The City will post finalists’ proposals on the City’s website and invite public input via an online survey. Finalists will not be involved in the public survey beyond submitting proposals as instructed. Survey results will be shared with the Project Panel for their consideration when selecting an artist or artist team. 

10.Q. Finalist Proposal Development Expectations
For the finalist phase, the RFQ indicates that selected teams will develop site-specific proposals. Could the City clarify the anticipated level of design development expected for these proposals (for example, conceptual narrative with illustrative renderings versus a more fully developed design package)?  Additionally, should finalists present a single proposed artwork concept, or are multiple conceptual approaches acceptable within the proposal submission?

10.A.	 Each finalist will present one proposal. Proposals will include such things as a narrative description, rendering(s), and an estimated budget. Detailed construction documents are not expected as part of proposals.

11.Q. Finalist Presentation Format and Logistics
The RFQ schedule notes that finalist presentations will occur in November 2026 following submission of the finalist proposals.  Could the City please clarify whether these presentations will be conducted in person or virtually?  Additionally, could the City provide guidance regarding the anticipated presentation format, including the intended audience (e.g., Project Panel, Civic Arts Commission, community stakeholders), presentation length, and any materials expected to accompany the presentation?

11.A. Presentations to the Project Panel will be virtual and will include finalist presentations plus a Q&A with panelists. Finalists will be given presentation details such as time allotments.


Except as provided herein all other terms and conditions remain unchanged.
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