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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 
 
DATE:  April 18, 2024 
 
TO:  Honorable Members of the Rent Stabilization Board 
 
FROM: DéSeana Williams, Executive Director 
 
BY:  Amanda Eberhart, Registration Unit Manager   
 
SUBJECT: Request for waiver of late registration penalties 
 

 
 

Recommendation: 
 
That the Board approves the attached recommendations.   
 
Background and Need for Rent Stabilization Board Action: 
 
The Board’s penalty waiver process is governed by Regulations 883, 884, and 885.  Regulation 883 lists 
the grounds for administrative waivers.  In accordance with Regulation 884, the Executive Director 
reviews waiver requests that do not meet the criteria for an administrative waiver.  Regulation 884 lists 
12 categories, which will require a review of the totality of the circumstances by the full Board prior to 
granting any waiver request.  Waivers that require a review of the totality of the circumstances are listed 
below as a “Discretionary Waiver.”  If none of the 12 listed categories apply to the property, the waiver 
shall be granted/denied in a ministerial manner based upon the formula outlined in Regulation 884(C).  
The Board may only alter these ministerial waivers if the staff has incorrectly applied the criteria listed 
in Regulation 884 (B) (1-12). 
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Ministerial Waivers 
 
In accordance with Regulation 884, the Executive Director reviews waiver requests that do not meet the 
criteria enumerated in Regulation 883.  The following waiver request will be decided Ministerially 
unless the Board has reason to believe the underlying basis of the recommended assessment is 
inappropriate. Please see the attached Ministerial Waiver Analysis and Recommendation for additional 
details.  
 
Waiver Property Address Owner Penalty 

Assessed 
Penalty 
Waived 

Penalty 
Imposed 

 2417 MCGEE ROBIN D. STAVISKY 290.00 290.00 - 
 1175 CAMELIA MICHELE LAUREL 178.00 142.40 35.60 
 287 THE 

UPLANDS 
DAN BATTLE 178.00 142.40 35.60 

 2444 SPAULDING PAUL ENDRES 150.00 90.00 60.00 
 1994 SAN 

ANTONIO AVE 
KAREN FISHER & 
MARTIN MILLER 

580.00 504.00 76.00 

 838 BANCROFT 
WAY 

R. CELLUCCI & E. LITTLE 420.00  420.00 

 968 ADDISON ST ROMAX 2 LLC 1,160.00 1,160.00 - 
 1019 CHANNING 

WAY 
JUSTIN MULLER 1,300.00 975.00 325.00 

 1124 OXFORD ST ROBERT POWELL 178.00 133.50 44.50 
 1165-1167 ARCH 

ST 
BREENA COATES & 
SHARAD SINGH 

580.00 580.00 - 

 1361 NORTHSIDE 
AVE 

AMANDA AYMAR 1,160.00 1,044.00 116.00 

 1409 SPRUCE ST 
#B 

NANCY ALPERT 356.00 356.00 - 

 1422 ADDISON ST KIM MARIENTHAL 432.00 432.00 - 
 1432 KAINS AVE DAVID JOHNSON 1,000.00 1,000.00 - 
 1434 6TH ST. GREG HUTCHINGS 1,160.00 1,044.00 116.00 
 1437 MLK JR. 

WAY 
THUPTIN LAMA 580.00 435.00 145.00 

 1439 67TH ST ANTOINE GRONDIN 1,740.00 1,740.00 - 
 1533 BONITA AVE KATHLEEN O. SLOBIN & 

DAN I. SLOBIN 
356.00 356.00 - 

 1536 TYLER ST KATHLEEN VAUGHN 1,500.00 1,500.00 -       

TOTAL 
  

13,298.00 11,924.30 1,373.70 
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Financial Impact: Ministerial Waivers  
 
Approval of the Executive Director’s recommendations will decrease the Board’s current accounts 
receivable by $11,924.30. 
 
 

Discretionary Waivers 
 
Staff recommendations are attached and presented to the full Board for approval for the waiver requests 
listed below.  With respect to these cases, the determination of good cause to waive some or all of the 
penalties depends on the totality of the circumstances. 
 

Waiver Property 
Address Owner Penalty 

Assessed 
Penalty 
Waived 

Penalty 
Imposed 

W5117 2113 
WOOLSEY 

SAPPHIRE 
LEGENDARY 
CAPITAL LLC 

478.00 478.00  

      

TOTAL 
  

478.00 478.00 0 
 
 
Financial Impact: Discretionary Waivers  
 
Approval of the Executive Director’s recommendations will decrease the Board’s current accounts 
receivable by $478.00. 
 
Name and Telephone Number of Contact Person: 
 
DéSeana Williams, Executive Director 
Rent Stabilization Board 
2125 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA  94704 
(510) 981-7368 
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Public

April Ministerial Waivers

Address  Details  
1994 San 
Antonio Ave 

This property consists of two fully covered units with both units rented. The current owner has owned the property since 10/8/2020. 
According to the owner, the property is a single-family home and was occupied by Betty Howell until she passed away. The 
property was then trusted to Betty’s son, Brian Howell, who lived in the property prior to him moving out. The property owner was 
under the impression they were exempt from registration fees due to the property being a single-home. It appears the property was 
in fact a duplex and subject to the registration requirements of the Rent Ordinance. The units on the property have been rented 
since 12/27/2022; therefore, a bill was sent to the owner with prior fees and penalties. The owner does not have a history of late 
payments. Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 90% of the penalties because this is the second late payment within the 
prior six years. (Reg 883 H.2.)

838 Bancroft 
Way

This property consists of three fully covered units with all three units being rented. The current owner has owned the property since 
05/21/2020. The property owner submitted a Vacancy Registration Form with a tenancy start date of 9/30/2022. Due to not notifying 
the rent board within 60 days of the tenancy status change, the account was charged prior fees and penalties. The owner claims 
they did not know about the penalty and they did not get a timely notice of the penalty because of the post office delay in delivering 
it. Recommendation: Staff recommend denying the waiver. The owner has owned this property since 2020 and should be fully 
aware of the registration requirements of the Rent Ordinance. (Reg 881)

968 Addison 
St

This property consists of four fully covered units with all four units being rented. The current owner has owned the property since 1/22/2020. 
The property owner claims there may be an issue with mail getting to and from their offices in a timely manner. The owner does not have a 
history of late payments. Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 100% of the penalties because this is the first late payment within the 
prior six years. (Reg 883 H.1.) 

1019 
Channing 
Way

This property consists of six fully covered units with five units rented and one unit exempt as Section 8. The current owner has owned the 
property since 5/19/2023. The property owner claims they have been working with the rent board to correct a section 8 units that was 
registered incorrectly. The property owner paid the current and previous registration fee 2/22/2024. The property owner took possession of 
the property at the start of the 23/24 registration year. This is their only late payment. Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 75% 
because the property owner is a new owner and the property contains 6 to 10 rental units. (Reg 883 I.3)

1124 Oxford 
St

This property is a single-family home that is covered by Measure MM. The property has been rented through the 22/23 & 23/24 registration 
year. The owner has owned this property since 11/1/2002. The owner claims they tried to make a payment online but was unsuccessful. The 
owner states he forgot to call and notify the rent board that he tried to pay online. However, when he received a penalty bill, he called the 
rent board and spoke to a staffer. The property manager has a history of late payments and this is his third late payment. Recommendation: 
Staff recommends waiving 75% of the penalties because this is the owners’ third late payment within the prior six years. (Reg 883 H.3)
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1165-1167 
Arch St

This property consists of 2 fully covered units with both units being rented. The property owner has owned this property since 10/1/1998. The 
owner claims they did not receive the initial bill for the 23/24 registration year. The owner states they received the penalty bill 3/11/24. The 
owner paid the registration fee 10/27/23. The owner does not have a history of late payments. Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 
100% of the penalties because this is the owners’ first late payment within the prior six years. (Reg 883 H.1)

1361 
Northside 
Ave

This property consists of 2 fully covered units with both units being rented. The property owner has owned this property since 2/25/2015. The 
owner states they did not realize their account was charged 100% penalty every 6 months and cannot afford the accrued penalties. This is the 
second time the owner has been late paying their registration fees. Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 90% of the penalties because 
this is the owners’ second late payment within the prior six years. (Reg 883 H.2)

1409 Spruce 
St #B

This property is a single-family home that is covered by Measure MM. The property has been rented through the 23/24 registration year. The 
owner has owned this property since 12/31/2020. The owner claims the number of units on her property was incorrect and they reached out 
to the RSB on 7/5/23 & 7/6/23 to try to correct it but did not get a response. The owner states they later received a call from a rent board 
staffer, who confirmed there is one unit on the property. The owner does not have a history of late payments. Recommendation: Staff 
recommends waiving 100% of the penalties because this is the owners’ first late payment within the prior six years. (Reg 883 H.1)

1422 
Addison St

This property consists of five fully covered units with four units rented and one unit exempt as Section 8. The current owner has owned the 
property since 8/10/2006. The owner states they thought they registered one of the units in the property and was waiting to hear back from 
the Rent Board regarding the fees due. The owner noticed the unit was not updated and did so online. Our records show the owner paid the 
23/24 registration fee on 2/8/24. The penalties owed on the account apply to all units and not just the one unit the owner forgot to update. 
The owner does not have a history of late payments.Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 100% of the penalties because this is the 
owners’ first late payment within the prior six years. (Reg 883 H.1)

1432 Kains 
Ave

This property consists of 2 fully covered units with one unit rented and the other unit owner occupied. The current owner has owned the 
property since 5/19/2023. David Johnson, the person that filed the waiver, sold the property 7/10/23. David claims he received a call from the 
rent board and the caller told him if he paid the initial fee, the penalty would be waived. Although David is no longer the owner of the 
property, he paid the 23/24 registration fee & penalty on 7/7/23. Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 100% of the penalties because 
the new owner was unaware of the property registration requirements of the Rent Ordinance and registered the property within 12 months of 
acquiring the property. Also, the property contains two units with only one of the units being rented. (Reg 883 I.1)

1434 6th St. This property consists of four fully covered units with all units rented. The current owner has owned the property since 7/2/2001. The property 
owner states they live in France and their mail is often delayed. The owner states they intended to pay on time and processed the 23/24 
registration payment through their credit union website the weekend of July 1, 2023. Our records show the owner’s payment was processed 
7/10/23. This is the owners second late payment in a six-year period. Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 90% of the penalties 
because this is the owners’ second late payment within the prior six years. (Reg 883 H.2)
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1437 MLK Jr. 
Way

This property consists of two fully covered units with both units rented. The current owner has owned the property since 4/19/1996. The 
owner claims the process assistant that handles payments for their property only paid the RHSP fee and not the Rent Board fee because the 
assistant thought there was only one agency that required payment. Our records show the owner paid the 21/22, 22/23 & 23/24 registration 
fees on 12/21/23. The property was previously a golden duplex until 3/13/2021. Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 75% of the 
penalties because this is the owners’ third late payment within the prior six years. (Reg 883 H.3)

1439 67th St This property consists of three fully covered units with all three units rented. The current owner has owned the property since 10/15/2021. 
The property manager claims they could not locate the Berkeley registration for the property online. The manager states they contacted the 
owner to see if they received a 23/24 registration fee billing statement, which the owner responded they did not receive the bill. The manager 
states they contacted the rent board on 1/6/24 to request access to the property and according to the manager, the rent board responded 
1/8/24 and told them to complete an ARS form before they can be granted access. The manager states they were given access to the property 
on 1/22/24. Our records show the 23/24 registration fee was paid 3/1/2024. The account does not have a history of late payments. 
Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 100% of the penalties because this is the owners’ first late payment within the prior six years. 
(Reg 883 H.1)

1533 Bonita 
Ave

This property is a single-family home that is covered by Measure MM. The property has been rented through the 23/24 registration year. The 
owner claims they 23/24 registration billing statement went to their former address. The owner has since updated their mailing address and 
this is the first time the owner has been late paying registration fees. Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 100% of the penalties 
because this is the owners’ first late payment within the prior six years. (Reg 883 H.1)

1536 Tyler St This property consists of four partially covered units (Measure MM) with three units rented and one unit owner occupied. The owner has 
owned this property since 3/17/2003. The owner claims they did not know they had to register their partially covered unit because they were 
constructed in 2001 and previously exempt. The owner states they’ve had little to no contact with the rent board because they have long term 
tenants. The owner also states they were hospitalized and had surgery, which added to why they were unable to pay their registration fee on 
time. Our records show the 23/24 registration fee was paid 7/10/23. The owner does not have a history of late payments. Recommendation: 
Staff recommends waiving 100% of the penalties because this is the owners’ first late payment within the prior six years. (Reg 883 H.1)

2417 McGee The fully covered Single family home located at 2417 McGee has been owned by the current owners since 2018. In the last five 
fiscal years, the property has made no late payments. The owner states in their waiver, “They did not receive the initial mailing 
statement.” Per regulation 884 C, this property qualifies to have 100% of the penalty waived for one late payment in the last five 
years. Staff recommends waiving 100% of the penalty. 
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1175 
CAMELIA

The partially covered single-family home located at 1175 Camelia has been owned by the current owner since 2020. This property 
is a Measure MM property, so there are not five years of payment history to review. Rent Board records will show the property 
owner paid the 21/22 and the 23/24 registration fees late. The property owner stated in their waiver, “They were unable to update 
their property information and called numerous times, and no one ever got back to her.” A search of Rent Board phone records will 
show the first time the property owner contacted the Rent Board via email was on 7/22/24. Staff notes the 23/24 registration due 
date was July 3rd. The Registration Manager also checked the phone logs between May 1, 2023, and July 31, 2023, and found no 
record of the property owner calling or leaving a message for the Rent Board. Staff notes the property owner has provided two 
different phone numbers. There is a phone number in the Rent Registry Portal, whose middle numbers consist of 910, and a 
second number supplied in the 7/22/23 email where the middle numbers are 920. Unfortunately, the Registration Manager could 
not find any corresponding phone calls from the property owner to the Rent Board on either of those numbers. Per regulation 884 
C, this property qualifies to have 80% of the penalty waived for two late payment in the last five years. Staff recommends waiving 
80% of the penalty. 

287 The 
Uplands

The partially covered single-family home located at 287 The Uplands has been owned by the current owner since 2002. This 
property is a Measure MM property, so there are not five years of payment history to review. Rent Board records will show the 
property owner paid the 22/23 and the 23/24 registration fees late. The property owner stated in their waiver, “They misplaced the 
original statement and were unaware the fee was due until a second notice was recieved.” Per regulation 884 C, this property 
qualifies to have 80% of the penalty waived for two late payments in the last five years. Staff recommends waiving 80% of the 
penalty. 

2444 
Spaulding 

The partially covered single-family home located at 2444 Spaulding has been owned by the current owner since 1990. This 
property is a Measure MM property, so there are not five years of payment history to review. Rent Board records will show the 
property owner paid the 21/22, 22/23, and 23/24 registration fees late but within the automatic waiver period for two of the three 
years. The property owner stated in their waiver, “He had mobility issues from a vehicle accident and was also not receiving mail at 
the time.” Staff notes that the property owner did not provide additional evidence or documentation for the Board to review. Per 
regulation 884 C, this property qualifies to have 60% of the penalty waived for three late payments in the last five years. Staff 
recommends waiving 60% of the penalty.
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