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Empty Homes Tax 
Website Launched

Guidelines 
Document

Exemption 
Forms

Exclusion 
Forms

rentboard.berkeleyca.gov/empty-homes-tax



Community Feedback

• Presentation to Berkeley Neighborhoods 
Council citizen group

• Met with Berkeley Neighbors for Housing 
and Climate Action

• Community input result: 
Empty Homes Request for Service Form



Vacant “Not Available for Rent” Unit Count
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Implementation Update

Exemption/Exclusions Filed:

• 2 Owner-occupied Exemption Claims 

• 2 Building Permit Exclusion Claims

Property Owner Issues:

• Properties that require Zoning 
Permits or Environmental 
Rehabilitation 

• 5-unit owner-occupied 
properties

• Questions about what qualifies 
as “use” for units that are not 
permanently occupied



Working with Data 
Vendors

• Aggregating property and permit data

• Adding additional data sets:

• “No mail” received address data 
from post office

• Exploring using internet/cell phone 
data use data



Next Steps

• Monitor and review vacant units

• Finalize Appeal Process with Finance 
Department

• Create 3Di Empty Homes Case type 

• Provide written notice to all owners 
of vacant units

• Review all claims of exemption or 
vacancy exclusion

• Provide list of all tax eligible 
properties to Finance Department



Questions?


