
RESOLUTION 22-22 

IN APPRECIATION OF MATTHEW SIEGEL FOR TWENTY-SEVEN YEARS OF 
PUBLIC SERVICE AS A RENT STABILIZATION PROGRAM STAFF MEMBER 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Rent Stabilization Board of the City of Berkeley as follows: 

WHEREAS, Matthew Siegel is leaving the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Program to 
retire; 

WHEREAS, he was originally hired by the Berkeley Rent Board in 1985 as an Assistant 
Management Analyst, left the agency for 10 years in 1997 to become a tenant attorney, and was 
then rehired in 2007 as a Staff Attorney; and   

WHEREAS, Matthew graduated from New College School of Law and represented 
tenants for 10 years between tours of duty at the Rent Board; and 

WHEREAS, Matthew also served as an elected Rent Board Commissioner before 
moving out of Berkeley; and 

WHEREAS, Matthew earned the respect and admiration of Rent Board staff and Rent 
Board Commissioners for his dedication to the work that staff at the Rent Board performed 
throughout all units; and  

 WHEREAS, Matthew worked tirelessly on a number of compliance issues that crossed 
many different Rent Board units and often did work that was crucial to the core functioning of 
our quasi-judicial administrative agency; and 

WHEREAS, Matthew provided leadership and support in overhauling the city’s 
Relocation Ordinance that was adopted many years ago; and 

WHEREAS, Matthew’s legal acumen was highlighted in his pivotal role in the Board’s 
litigation in the matter of Mak v. City of Berkeley, a published case, wherein he helped protect a 
Rent Board regulation that preserved affordable rents for units that had previously been made 
exempt via eviction; and 

WHEREAS, his work was crucial in helping to create and administer the current 
mediation program, and his efforts as a Rent Board mediator were particularly exemplified by 
his ability to resolve cases, which resulted in landlords and tenants alike feeling heard when 
accessing the agency; and 

WHEREAS, Matthew long provided guidance and assistance to the elected 
Commissioners by staffing the Eviction/Section 8/Foreclosure Committee and working with staff 
and Commissioners to assist with numerous other projects considered by the full Board and its 
committees; and  
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WHEREAS, Matthew worked diligently and successfully over the last several years on a 
number of court cases including appellate and amicus work, while also managing numerous 
contracts and contacts with various outside counsel; and 

 
WHEREAS, Matthew always approached each day with good humor which was 

appreciated by his coworkers; and 
 

WHEREAS, Matthew never lost sight of the reason he originally decided to work for the 
Berkeley Rent Board – he truly believes in rent control as an effective affordable housing policy 
and was the epitome of a dedicated public servant; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board 
thanks Matthew Siegel for his years of service to not only the Rent Board but the citizens of 
California and residents of Berkeley; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rent Board honors 
Matthew Siegel tonight and wishes him all the best in retirement in the months and years ahead. 
 
Dated: September 15, 2022 
 
Adopted by the Rent Stabilization Board of the City of Berkeley by the following vote: 
 
YES:  
NO:  
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT:  

 
______________________________ 
Leah Simon-Weisberg, Chairperson 

   Rent Stabilization Board 
 
Attest: ________________________________             

DéSeana Williams, Executive Director  


