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determining the allowable percentage rent increase, numbers of .04 and below shall be rounded 
down to the nearest tenth decimal place and numbers of .05 and above shall be rounded up to the 
nearest tenth decimal place. In no event shall the allowable annual adjustment be less than zero 
(0%) or greater than seven percent (7%). The Rent Board is required to publish and publicize the 
annual general adjustment on or about October 31st of each year. 

The U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, has reported that for the twelve-month 
period ending June 30, 2023, the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers in the San 
Francisco-Oakland-San Jose region increased from 330.539 to 340.056, an increase of 9.517 points. 
Thus, the relevant CPI from June 2022 (330.539) to June 2023 (340.056) has increased by 2.9%. 1

(See Attachment 1.) Under Berkeley Municipal Code section 13.76.110.A, the AGA for 2024 is 
1.9% (i.e., 65% of 2.9 = 1.89 rounded to the nearest tenth decimal place). 

Accordingly, effective January 1, 2024, the 2023 rent ceilings for all controlled rental units, except 
those for which an initial rent was established between January 1, 2023 and December 31, 2023, 
shall be increased by 1.9%. 

III. Conditions for Taking the Annual General Adiustment

An upward general adjustment in rent ceilings does not automatically provide for a rent increase 
and a landlord must meet the conditions for qualifying to take the AGA. 

Allowable rent increases pursuant to an AGA become effective only after the landlord gives the 
tenant at least 30 days written notice and the notice period expires. (B.M.C. § 13.76.110.B.) 
Moreover, if the maximum allowable rent specified under the Rent Ordinance is greater than the 
rent specified for the unit in a rental agreement, the lower rent specified in the rental agreement is 
the maximum allowable rent until the rental agreement expires. If the maximum allowable rent 
specified under the Ordinance is less than the rent specified in the rental agreement, the lower rent 
specified under the Ordinance is the maximum allowable rent. (B.M.C. §13.76.110.C.) 

The Rent Ordinance further provides that no rent increase pursuant to an AGA shall be effective if 
the landlord: 

1. Has continued to fail to comply, after order of the Board, with any provisions of the Rent
Ordinance and/or Board orders or regulations;

2. Has failed to bring the rental unit into compliance with the implied warranty of habitability;
3. Has failed to make repairs as ordered by the housing department of the City of Berkley; or
4. Has failed to completely register the rental units as required by B.M.C. §13.76.080.

Each of the conditions for taking an AGA are traditionally incorporated into the text of the AGA 
order. 

1 While the actual difference is 2.879%, it has been the Board's practice to base the 65% calculation on the CPI 
percentage increase rounded to the nearest tenth decimal place. 
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