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2113 Kittredge Street – California Theater 

Landmark application #LMIN2022-0001 for the consideration of City 
Landmark or Structure of Merit designation status for a theater completed 
in 1914 – APN 057-2020-009-00 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

City Landmark designation of the property at 2113 Kittredge Street – California Theater 

CEQA FINDINGS 

1.  The project is found to be exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code §21000, et seq.) pursuant to Section
15061.b.3 of the CEQA Guidelines (activities that can be seen with certainty to have no
significant effect on the environment).

LANDMARK PRESERVATION ORIDNANCE FINDINGS 

2. Pursuant to Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) Section 3.24.110.A.1.b of the Landmarks
Preservation Ordinance (LPO), the Landmarks Preservation Commission of the City of
Berkeley (Commission) finds that the subject building exhibits architectural merit as an
example of Art Deco architectural design in Berkeley’s Downtown.  The extant building
was constructed in 1914 and then renovated during the Art Deco period.  It retains many
of its character-defining features of this style, including:  simplified overall building form;
linear massing and appearance; stepped outline; smooth wall surface; stylized, often
geometric, ornamentation and detailing; fluting details; and low-relief decorative elements.
The building is in good condition and retains all necessary aspects of design integrity.

3. Pursuant to BMC Section 3.24.110.A.1.c, the Commission finds that the subject property
is an architectural example that is worthy of preservation for the exceptional value it adds
as part of the Downtown Berkeley neighborhood fabric. The City’s 2015 intensive survey
evaluation of this property concluded that the California Theater is an important primary
Contributor to the establishment of a historic district in the greater Shattuck Avenue area.

4. Pursuant to BMC Section 3.24.110.A.4, the Commission finds that the subject property
expresses and embodies the history of Berkeley through its direct associations with the
development of Downtown Berkeley as a center of commerce and transportation.  The
Shattuck Avenue Commercial Corridor Historic Context and Survey (2015) determined
that this building, in its extant condition, continues to represent commercial forms and
materials that were prominent in the Downtown during the period of historical significance.
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FEATURES TO BE PRESERVED 

This designation shall apply to the subject property and the following distinguishing features 
of the main building shall be preserved, and missing features shall be restored to the extent 
possible: 

• Rectangular mass Overall height and composition of the primary building facade
• Height of approximately 60 feet
• Brick wall structure
• Stucco façade
• Art Deco-style façade with five vertical piers & six ornamental bays
• Art Deco stepped design pattern of façade and roof parapets
• Four stepped roof parapets
• Main central bay and two flanking bays on upper 3/4th of street façade
• Angled fluted upper string course and Art Deco curved coping
• Zigzag saw-tooth pattern under the coping
• Banding trim divided into four strips above the entrance that visually separates the

base and the upper part of the building
• Two slightly coved niches located on the widest, outer architectural bays
• Projecting corbels and zigzag ornaments
• Plaster bas-reliefs (frozen fountains motif)
• Two rectangular neon signs on a projecting prow with stylized lettering that each spell

out CALIFORNIA
• Projecting prow/angled marquee, surrounded in neon tubing
• Lyre shaped center metal piece covered in neon tubing
• Leaf-patterned ceiling/soffit beneath the projecting marquee
• Recessed entry
• Stucco-and-glass box office
• Glass-and-aluminum entry doors
• Glass poster-display cases


