
HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE 
6th Cycle 2023-2031

PUBLIC WORKSHOP #3 - AGENDA

Welcome Remarks

Presentation on the Public 
Draft of the Housing 
Element Update

Open House Break-Out 
Rooms

Meeting Agenda
6:00-6:10pm

6:10-6:30pm 

6:30-8:00pm

Meeting Information
Date:
Wednesday, June 29, 2022
Time:
6:00-8:00pm

•	 General Comments & Resources
•	 Sites Inventory
•	 Housing Programs
•	 Residential Objective Standards

Topics of Discussion

For questions, contact: 
	 HousingElement@cityofberkeley.info

Zoom registration link:
https://bit.ly/HEUWorkshop3

Share your feedback with us!

Provide general Housing Element 
Update feedback at the link below:

https://bit.ly/HEUGeneralFeedback

The City of Berkeley is looking forward to hosting the third public workshop for the Housing 
Element Update, which will be an opportunity for community members to provide feedback 
on the public draft of the Housing Element Update. The draft is open for public review 
through Thursday, July 14, 2022. 

More Information
	 www.cityofberkeley.info/HousingElement

View the draft Housing Element Update and 
provide section-specific feedback by scanning 

the QR code below:

http://HousingElement@cityofberkeley.info
https://bit.ly/HEUWorkshop3
https://bit.ly/HEUGeneralFeedback
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OPEN HOUSE FORMAT

Workshop Materials

The workshop will be organized as an online open house. Everyone will start in a Main Room 
with an overview presentation on the draft Housing Element. Members of the public will then 
have the option to move between seven breakout rooms. Each room will have a facilitator 
and a notetaker answering questions and taking public comment on specific topics of the 
Housing Element. You can spend as much time as you like in each of the rooms.

Managing 
Break-Out Rooms

Step 1: Select the Breakout Rooms icon in 
the Zoom navigation bar

Step 2: Click Join next to the room you 
would like to enter.

If you are calling in, you need to be moved 
between rooms by the workshop host - 

press *9 to raise your hand and be moved.

Sites Inventory
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVOq3sDEU=/

Housing Programs
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVOq25_v0=/

Middle Housing Standards
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVOq25_rc=/

Room 1  General Comments + Resources

Room 2  Sites Inventory - North of University

Room 3  Sites Inventory - South of University

Room 4  Housing Programs - Health, Housing, and Community 
Services

Room 5  Housing Programs - Rent Stabilization Board & Berkeley 
Housing Authority

Room 6  Planning, Building, and the Office of Energy and Sustainable 
Development 

Room 7  Middle Housing Standards
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Housing Programs  PLANNING, BUILDING, & THE OFFICE OF ENERGY AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

What programs best 

prepare Berkeley to 

address housing needs?

What 
improvements could be made?

Revising its Citywide Affordable Housing Requirements to enhance 
the effectiveness of the program in delivering affordable housing, 
especially for extremely low-income households.  

CITYWIDE AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
REQUIREMENTS HP-03

Specific Actions

 > In 2022, amend Berkeley Municipal Code (BMC) Chapter 23.38, updating the Citywide Affordable 
Housing Requirements (AHR) in the Zoning Ordinance.

 > In 2022, adopt a Resolution addressing regulations for a voucher program and establishing an in-
lieu fee pursuant to BMC Section 23.328.020(A)(2).

AFFORDABLE HOUSING OVERLAYHP-05
Analyze the feasibility and effectiveness of an Affordable Housing 
Overlay Local Density Bonus to streamline approval of 100 percent 
affordable development projects and increase achievable floor 
area and density through raised height limits, lot coverage, and/or 
floor area ratio (FAR) in certain residential zoning districts. 

Specific Actions
 > By 2026, adopt a Affordable Housing Overlay Density Bonus, concurrent with the residential 
financial feasibility study, Residential Design Standards, and the General Plan Land Use Element 
Update

REPLACEMENT HOUSING – 
DEMOLITION ORDINANCEHP-07

The City is currently working on a Demolition Ordinance in 
partnership with the Rent Board that goes beyond the protections 
afforded by State and Federal legislation. 

Specific Actions
 > By December 2022, update the Zoning Code to address the replacement requirements in a revised 
Demolition Ordinance.

RENTAL HOUSING SAFETYHP-08
The City of Berkeley performs inspections of rental units to ensure 
they meet safety requirements defined by the California Building 
Standards Code. Both tenants and property owners can request 
inspections by the City.  

Specific Actions
 > The City is currently working on expanding the proactive inspections program.
 > Hiring 5 new staff, specifically hiring 2 inspectors and 1 administrative staff person in 2022, and 2 
additional inspectors in 2023

 > Complete the Housing Inspector Manual by 2022
 > Rewrite and adopt the Berkeley Housing Code by 2023
 > Long-term goal of the Rental Housing Safety Program is to inspect every building during a 5-year 
cycle

LIVABLE NEIGHBORHOODSHP-09
The City Manager’s Office (CMO) provides guidance and resources 
to make neighborhoods safer and more livable for residents 
through its Livable Neighborhoods program.

Specific Actions

 > Create an updated registry of GLAs by 2022.
 > Expand NSCE by one additional officer by 2023.

 > Update the process so that eligible GLAs can apply to receive a functionally equivalent exemption 
from certain requirements of the GLA ordinance, as specified in the ordinance itself.

LEAD AGENCY:
CITY MANAGER’S 

OFFICE

SEISMIC SAFETY AND 
PREPAREDNESS PROGRAMSHP-15

The City implements, and supports, a number of programs to 
address seismic preparedness:

• Soft Story Program
• Unreinforced Masonry (URM) Ordinance
• Retrofit Grants Program
• Seismic retrofit Transfer Tax Rebate Program

Specific Actions
 > Provide Retrofit Grants to 50 property owners by 2023.
 > Seismic Retrofit Transfer Tax Rebate Program: Continue to issue building permit seismic upgrades 
and facilitate transfer tax rebates for qualifying properties. 

 > The City will continue to promote the Earthquake Brace and Bolt program, with the goal of helping 
at least 50 homeowners complete seismic retrofits and obtain rebates annually

BERKELEY PILOT CLIMATE 
EQUITY FUND HP-16

The Resilient Home Retrofit portion seeks to support building 
decarbonization that enhances resilience, supports occupants and 
reduces GHG emissions and to demonstrate how retrofit funding 
available to income-qualified households can be combined with 
other programs to leverage greater benefits.

Specific Actions
 > Select contractor to establish and implement program in 2022
 > Program implementation between 2022-2024, with the goal of retrofitting 15 low and moderate 
income homes.

 > Depending on program effectiveness, pursue additional funding to continue program.

BERKELEY EXISTING BUILDINGS 
ELECTRIFICATION (BEBE) STRATEGY 

BUILDING EMISSIONS SAVING 
ORDINANCE (BESO) 

HP-17

HP-18

Seeks to transition existing buildings in Berkeley from natural 
gas appliances to all-electric alternatives in a way that benefits 
all residents, especially members of historically marginalized 
communities. 

Specific Actions
 > By 2023, complete Energy Equity for Renters Technical Assistance program with ACEEE 
and receive its research results. This is one implementation of BEBES that is tied to housing 
preservation. 

 > Within two years of receiving research results, develop programs and policies that promote 
energy efficiency while protecting tenants from displacement.

 > By 2025, explore funding opportunities for equity programs.

Requires building owners and homeowners, at the time of listing a 
property for sale, to complete and publicly report comprehensive 
energy assessments with tailored recommendations on how 
to save energy, eliminate fossil fuels, and link building owners 
to incentive programs for energy efficiency and electrification 
upgrades.

Specific Actions
 > On average, around 400 buildings complete BESO assessments each year.
 > Requirements for building upgrades are anticipated in the next ordinance amendment in 2023-
2025.

PRIORITY DEVELOPMENT AREAS 
(PDAS)

Specific Actions

Developing a San Pablo Avenue Corridor PDA Specific Plan, 
which will study potential zoning and General Plan amendments 
to increase allowed densities and development capacity and 
mechanisms to incentivize affordable housing. The specific plan 
process is anticipated to begin in summer 2022.  

 > During 2022-2024, develop San Pablo PDA Specific Plan. Conduct analysis, public and stakeholder 
engagement, and policy options, including zoning and General Plan amendments, with the goal of 
adopting Specific Plan summer 2025.

 > By June 2023, complete Telegraph PDA/Southside Plan Area zoning map amendments and up-
zoning.

HP-20

BAYREN SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES AND 
MULTI-FAMILY HOMES PROGRAMSHP-19

Promotes participation in this technical assistance, rebate, and 
financing program for renovation projects improving health, 
comfort, utility costs, and resilience. 

Specific Actions
 > Continue to assist in recruiting participants to BayREN’s rebate programs through BESO and other 
outreach

 > Goal of assisting at least 75 single-family homes and 125 multi-family dwelling units annually in 
receiving BayREN incentives for qualifying renovations (or 600 single-family homes and 1,000 
multi-family dwelling units over eight years).

BART STATION AREA PLANNING MIDDLE HOUSINGHP-21 HP-22
The City and BART are collaborating to advance equitable transit-
oriented development (TOD) at the Ashby and North Berkeley 
BART station areas. 

Specific Actions
 > By Summer 2022, adopt zoning and associated General Plan amendments consistent with AB 
2923; adopt City – BART Joint Vision and Priorities for Transit-Oriented Development at the Ashby 
and North Berkeley BART Station Areas and certify EIR on these documents.

Review and amend the Zoning Code and applicable objective 
development standards to encourage and promote a mix of 
dwelling types and sizes, particularly infill housing in high 
resource neighborhoods. 

Specific Actions
 > By Summer 2022, amend Affordable Housing Fee schedule.

 > By Summer 2023, amend Zoning code to allow multi-unit development on one lot.

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITSHP-23
Continued implementation of Chapter 23.306 of the Berkeley 
Municipal Code (Zoning) to allow accessory dwelling units by right 
Citywide. 

Specific Actions
 > Permit on average 100 ADUs or JADUs per year (800 ADUs or JADUs over eight years)
 > Provide contact info for ADU planner on ADU webpage
 > Update ADU webpage on an annual basis to ensure information addresses questions raised by 
applicants

ADEQUATE SITES FOR RHNA AND 
MONITORING OF NO NET LOSSHP-24

• Allocated of 8,934 units (2,446 very low income, 1,408 low 
income, 1,416 moderate income, and 3,664 above moderate 
income units). 

• Monitor the consumption of residential and mixed use acreage 
to ensure an adequate inventory is available to meet the City’s 
RHNA obligations. 

Specific Actions
 > Maintain an inventory of the available sites for residential development and provide it to 
prospective residential developers.

 > By Summer 2024, implement a formal evaluation procedure to monitor the development of vacant 
and nonvacant sites in the sites inventory and ensure that adequate sites are available to meet the 
remaining RHNA by income category.

BY-RIGHT APPROVAL ON REUSED 
SITES FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Amend the Zoning Code to provide by-right approval of housing 
development in which the project includes 20 percent of the 
units as housing affordable to lower income households, on sites 
being used to meet the Sixth Cycle Housing Element RHNA that 
represent “reused sites” from previous Housing Element cycles. 

Specific Actions
 > By January 2024, amend the Zoning Code to provide by-right approval of projects with 20 percent 
lower income units on sites that are reused from the previous Housing Element cycles.

 > By January 2024, create an additional GIS layer in the public facing Community Map portal to 
identify all Sites Inventory sites, with a color to identify the 18 reused sites that must be approved 
by-right for 20 percent lower income units. 

HP-34

PERMIT PROCESSING

ZONING CODE AMENDMENTS: 
SPECIAL NEEDS HOUSING

ZONING CODE AMENDMENT: 
RESIDENTIAL

HP-37

Update the Zoning Code to align with required State laws for 
special needs housing.

Specific Actions
 > By 2023, review and adopt new zoning provisions to align land use standards with State law 
requirements for special needs housing.

Zoning code amendment to facilitate housing development.

Specific Actions
 > By January 2024, as part of the Multi-Unit Residential Objective Standards project, minimum densities will be 
applied to all residential and mixed-use developments with five or more units.

 > By 2026, develop Objective Design Standards for residential and mixed use developments. 

Plans to update Planning and Building technology systems, 
including digital permitting software and inspections software, to 
move all applications and processes online and reduce time and 
cost for both the applicant and the City.

Specific Actions
 > By July 2022, the City will add a section in its completeness letter template regarding the 
preliminary determination for CEQA level of review.

 > By December 2024, conduct needs assessment, develop RFP for the Planning and Building 
technology systems, and hire a consultant. Complete scope of work within 24 months of executed 
contract. 

 > By 2024, the City will maintain its permit tracking software so that permit status and 
completeness determination is available publicly and kept up-to-date when CEQA and decisions 
are made.

HP-35 HP-36

PLANNING BUILDING & SAFETY OESDKEY:

https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVOq3sDEU=/ 
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVOq25_v0=/ 
https://miro.com/app/board/uXjVOq25_rc=/

