Traffic Circle Vegetation and Tree
Policy Recommendations

City of Berkeley Traffic Circle Policy Task Force
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November 12, 2019



Key Traffic Circle Policy Recommendations

e Preserve all existing trees
e Low vegetation required and new trees allowed

o All vegetation and trees maintained for visibility and
safety by community volunteers



Task Force Background

e Mayor established February 2019

e 12 Task Force members

e 2 Public Meetings

e 7 Task Force Meetings

e 3 Subcommittees

e Public Works and Transportation staff actively participated



Traffic Circles in Berkel

® 62 total circles; 31 with trees

ey

amyer

- T
VAULEJo 1’(0 - Sty Y
B ol sa K H Ay )
Ty (& 4 - )
SAN g, < % \,o‘?‘}& A (
= 2 . . .
3 v g g \ C 1D L d
3, vesaum TU) fsys\ L. ouncil District Legen
‘ o 3 o, Uy &
i 3 e P
= T e S % \
NG 0 %S
2 28R 2
PORTLAND s © Re 0
% G4 %, 00 2
y i @‘?ﬁ T S 1
R oo {9
E P estER B 0 \
Z %,
£y g ¥ 2
& z
S, STer, B
y
W, = g1 gp NG 3
B2 o
R
oo; ok =
20 Quai N 4
EUNICE 2 A
~
e o 5
N
SapsTA Y%f; ENOR
P e vy ') 0SE v%é &
¥ ~/T¥g S 3 kS &
3 & 4 nE e
AN Ve g % RoEsizh
AN TR 0 T LY
o & o NG Pl 3 83 e
3 3 & 3 IR AiTs 7
850z & ﬁ}"p z\l\NE £ @ ﬁ,, .
TN Z R 3 o) o,
caver & S 8 PR ) 3
g 2 melNe oA S ety i % 8
2 it WEE a L N a %\j CONTE 2
3 ] z
& 2 JoneS @ 2, UNCOIN. 3 A 5 RIDGE
2 3 % 2 i 2 Cit
% a z T %o 3 3 urowA 2 o,
o S WJDAR Z z B 2 3 8 FRANCISCO & &
3
2% § B 2 % =8 5% s | AWARE %
%‘ £} 2 vl Z 4z DE 54 E Nﬂ@«*
@ FRANCISCO RE 2 HEARST ) 2 2 W |
A Q ELAWAS o <
E £ L ERKELEY z S |
3 £ 2 . RST 3 SOUTH & \
£ % BERKELEY NTER o “
o El ce
SPINNAY Y ) 3
. W ) |
e ADDISON GE RANT 2 \
y.- ‘\ Z ApDISON s T 8 X ING |
\ Y B2 2 BANCROTT HURANT e gt o)
\ o 2 g = Tl R lol S EY STE ¢ |
7 00! ES . o o .0@a z =z Z HAS
2 ¢ 3 238 o 22888 BZ % wee & e
LY e A E et L Bk !
% 2 al & 2 2 = 33
5 3 08 3%
o poE B S = ?,,3_ o 2% 3
s 5 83 FRORz - |
K 35 BLAKE &g = A |
3 c3 e DERBY SR
%z @ FOREST alARY
’ o GARBER g @
PARKER Z 2 AVALON
&
o 2 ‘ Y 28% AussELL
&
® RO 'Ié‘\ 2 e
) WAS B
2 TN £ s ELMWOOD
A E] OF HAZEL
\% o oA : 3 WEBSTER
2
\ st PRINCE THE PLAZA
PARKSIDE
e
et RNE
\f\ L > 8V 9 HILLCREST
A |
3 o ot % RN R =
B R T AR L
I ok R =
o R
FOLCE"

City of Berkeley Traffic Circles

Legend

By Council Districts

Map produced by Matt Cotterill & Brian Liang; Public Works Department; Transportation Division
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Purpose of Traffic Calming Circles

e A “circle” is not a “roundabout”

e Calm and slow traffic in neighborhoods
e Reduce speed of travel and collisions

e Trees and vegetation enhance visibility

Benefits of Traffic Calming Circles

e Safety — Make streets safer for bicycles, pedestrians & vehicles
e Equity — Urban greening, especially in park-poor neighborhoods
e Cost — Organized volunteer programs save the city money

e Climate —Trees and vegetation sequester carbon & reduce heat



Task Force Research

e Reviewed national guidance documents
e Researched City policies and documents

e Interviewed traffic and landscape experts from over 20 cities



Traffic Calming ePrimer (USDOT FHA 2017)

® “Atrafficcircle...is most effective when it is defined by a raised curb and
landscaped to further reduce the open feel of a street. A traffic circle can be
landscaped with ground cover, flowers, and street trees.” (US Department of

Transportation)

Source: Traffic Calming ePrimer - Module 3 (U.S. Department
of Transportation/Federal Highway Administration)



https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/speedmgt/ePrimer_modules/module3.cfm
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/speedmgt/ePrimer_modules/module3.cfm

Urban Street Design Guide (NACTO 2013)

The National Association of City Transportation Officials states: “Mini
roundabouts and neighborhood traffic circles lower speeds at minor
intersection crossings...Shrubs or trees in the roundabout further the

traffic calming effect and beautify the street, but need to be properly
maintained so they do not hinder visibility.”

Source: Urban Street Design Guide (NACTO 2013)



https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/intersections/minor-intersections/mini-roundabout/%23footnotes
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/intersections/minor-intersections/mini-roundabout/
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/intersections/minor-intersections/mini-roundabout/



