
● “[T]raffic calming circles should be landscaped with trees or plantings. Shrubs 
and grasses should be planted up to 3 feet tall and trees should be 
appropriately pruned... In traffic calming circles with a diameter of less than 15 
feet, one tree should be planted in the center. On a traffic calming circle with a 
diameter greater than 15 feet, more than 1 tree should be planted and should 
be equally spaced around the circle.”

Best Practices:  San Francisco

Sources: SFBetterStreets: A guide to making street improvements in San Francisco (City and County 
of San Francisco 2015); SF Green Connections Plan (City and County of San Francisco 201X)

https://www.sfbetterstreets.org/find-project-types/pedestrian-safety-and-traffic-calming/traffic-calming-overview/traffic-circles/
https://sfgov.org/sfplanningarchive/green-connections


● Palo Alto recognizes the value of traffic circles for reducing collisions and offer[ing] 
opportunities for added landscaping and tree planting. They note that the 2012 
Transportation Plan “calls for greater use of traffic circles, particularly along bicycle 
boulevards.”

Best Practices:  Palo Alto

Source: Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan Transportation Element (Palo Alto City Council 2017)

https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/62915


Best Practices:  Seattle, WA

● 1,200+ circles
● Add 5 each year
● Most have a tree
● No maximum trunk diameter

“The City of Seattle has been installing traffic circles since the early 1970s. 
We have installed trees in most of those traffic circles. We do not have any 
constraints as to size for removing trees. We do limb up the trees when they 
get larger to allow for fire trucks or other large vehicles to maneuver under 
them.”
-Transportation Planner
Seattle Department of Transportation



Seattle Circles

A Traffic Tree

Sent by Seattle DOT as example of a circle
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Best Practices:  Portland, OR

● Safety - “Trees placed in Traffic Circles 
break uninterrupted views of long 
straight street sections and help to focus 
driver attention on their local 
surroundings.”

● Signage – “Usually have STOP control on 
one of the intersection streets.”

● Required minimum trunk size and no 
maximum diameter

“Trees...are required to be a minimum diameter... Approved trees 
larger in diameter than the minimum are permitted, and I am not 
aware of any specific limit on the ultimate size of trees.”
- Traffic Engineer, PE, Portland Bureau Transportation
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Best Practices:  Summary of City Policies

City Circle Trees? Notes

1. Arlington, VA Desired max speed at entry is 15 mph.

2. Boulder, CO 15 mph posted in circle.

3. Austin, TX Focus on native vegetation & trees.

4. Columbus, OH Half of recommended plantings are trees.

5. Missoula, MT Robust Adopt-a-Circle program.

6. Pasadena, CA No YIELD control. STOPS at each corner.

7. Portland, OR New trees must meet minimum trunk size.

8. San Francisco, CA Multiple trees allowed.

9. Seattle, WA 1,200+ circles, most with trees

10. Tucson, AZ 200+ circles. Neighbors decide STOP or YIELD.

11. Vancouver, Canada Robust “Green Streets” program.



Berkeley Context




