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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 
Regular Meeting  

Thursday, April 16, 2026 – 7:00 p.m. 
School District Board Room – 1231 Addison Street, Berkeley, CA 94702 

Teleconference Location – 2010 Fifth Street, Apt. 260, Berkeley, CA 94710 

Public participation 
This meeting will be conducted in a hybrid model with both in-person and remote participation, and in 
accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and local requirements 
allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public may attend 
this meeting at the posted location(s). Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to DéSeana 
Williams, Executive Director of the Rent Board, at 510-981-7368 (981-RENT). The Board may take 
action related to any subject listed on the Agenda. 

To access this meeting by Zoom  
Join the meeting from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device. If you do not want your name to 
appear on the screen, use the drop-down menu and click on "Rename" to rename yourself to be 
anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise Hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 

To join by phone  
Dial 1-669-444-9171, enter Webinar ID: 892 6823 9143 and Passcode: 505132. To comment during 
the public comment part of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Chair. 

Email comments  
Email comments must be submitted to amueller@berkeleyca.gov by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the 
meeting in order to be considered by the Board and included in the public record. Format your subject 
line: “RENT BOARD MEETING PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM.” Please observe a 150-word limit. Time limits 
on public comments will apply. 

Decorum 
All rules of procedure and decorum apply for both in-person attendees and those participating 
remotely. Attendees at public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to 
various scents. Please help the City respect these needs. 

Communications access information  
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request disability-related 
accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact 
the Disability Services Specialist at (510) 981-6418 (voice) or (510) 981-6347 (TDD) at least three (3) 
business days before the meeting date.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89268239143?pwd=sDzEDFykzR5Vxbz2P301fgopyx6a5P.1
mailto:amueller@berkeleyca.gov
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 
Regular Meeting  

Thursday, April 16, 2026 – 7:00 p.m. 
School District Board Room – 1231 Addison Street, Berkeley, CA 94702 

Teleconference Location – 2010 Fifth Street, Apt. 260, Berkeley, CA 94710 

AGENDA 

1. Roll call

2. Approval of Agenda

3. Land Acknowledgment Statement: The Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board recognizes that
the rental housing units we regulate are built on the territory of xučyun (Huchiun-(Hooch-
yoon)), the ancestral and unceded land of the Chochenyo (Cho-chen-yo)-speaking Ohlone
(Oh-low-nee) people, the ancestors and descendants of the sovereign Verona Band of
Alameda County. This land was and continues to be of great importance to all of the Ohlone
Tribes and descendants of the Verona Band. As we begin our meeting tonight, we
acknowledge and honor the original inhabitants of Berkeley, the documented 5,000-year
history of a vibrant community at the West Berkeley Shellmound, and the Ohlone people who
continue to reside in the East Bay. We recognize that Berkeley’s landlords and tenants have
and continue to benefit from the use and occupation of this unceded stolen land since the
City of Berkeley’s incorporation in 1878 and since the Rent Stabilization Board’s creation in
1980. As stewards of the laws regulating rental housing, it is not only vital that we recognize
the history of this land but also recognize that the Ohlone people are present members of
Berkeley and other East Bay communities today.

4. Public Comment for Unions representing Rent Board staff

5. Public Comment

6. Consent Items

a. Approval of the March 5th regular meeting minutes

b. Approval of the March 23rd regular meeting minutes

c. Proposal to approve staff recommendations on requests for waivers of late registration
penalties (Executive Director/Registration Unit Manager) – Please see attachment 6.c.
for a list of all addresses with discretionary waivers that will be considered by the Board.

7. Staff Presentation: Empty Homes Tax Program Update (Lief Bursell, Senior Planner)

8. Appeal in Case No. T-6133 (2414 Dwight Way, Unit 3) – This appeal will not be heard
before 7:30 p.m. but may be heard anytime thereafter. Please see attachment 8. for case
description and legal staff recommendation.
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9. Action Items 

a. Chair Update 1: Audit Update (Chair Alpert)  

b. Chair Update 2: Reminder of Board agenda submissions (Chair Alpert) 

c. Chair Update 3: Annual Form 700 (Chair Alpert)  

d. Recommendation to adopt Resolution 26-16 authorizing the Executive Director to 
negotiate a contract with EcoMetricx, LLC in an amount not to exceed $1,200,000 
(Executive Director)   

e. Recommendation to adopt Resolution 26-17 A Call to Action: Promoting Peace and 
Housing Stability in Iran (Commissioner Marrero & Commissioner Twu) 

f. Recommendation to adopt Resolution 26-18 Ensuring Equitable, Accessible, and 
Inclusive Participation in Berkeley Rent Board Meetings (Commissioner Marrero & 
Commissioner Johnson) 

10. Information, Announcements and Articles/Media 
NOTE:  The Board may vote to move Information Items to the Action calendar. 

a. Update on the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Registration Fee Billing Mailing – Verbal 
(Executive Director) 

b. Market Medians: January 1 – December 31, 2025 (Amanda Eberhart, Registration 
Supervisor) 

c. Commissioner Attendance at Board and Committee Meetings updated through the 
1st quarter of 2026 (Board Secretary) 

d. Deadline to submit agenda items/topics for the May regular Rent Board meeting: Friday, 
May 15th by 5:00 p.m. (Board Secretary) 

11. Committee/Board Meeting Updates and Announcements 

a. Budget & Personnel Committee (Vice-Chair Walker, Chair) 

b. Climate Resilience & Habitability Committee (Commissioner Martinac, Chair) 

c. Eviction/Section 8/Foreclosure Committee (Commissioner Elgstrand, Chair) 

d. Legislation, IRA/AGA & Registration Committee (LIRA Committee) (Chair Alpert, Chair) 

e. Outreach & Accessibility Committee (Commissioner Kelley, Chair) 

f. 2 x 2 Committee on Housing: Rent Board/Berkeley Unified School District 
(Commissioner Marrero, Chair) 

g. 4 x 4 Joint Task Force Committee on Housing: City Council/Rent Board 
(Councilmember Lunaparra & Chair Alpert, Co-Chairs) 
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h. Updates and Announcements 

i. Discussion of items for possible placement on future agenda 

12. Adjournment 
 
COMMUNICATIONS DISCLAIMER: 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will become 
part of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website. Please note: E-
mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not required, but if included in 
any communication to a City board, commission or committee, will become part of the public record. 
If you do not want your e-mail address or any other contact information to be made public, you may 
deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or 
committee. If you do not want your contact information included in the public record, please do not 
include that information in your communication. Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, 
commission or committee for further information. 
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 
Regular Meeting & Public Hearing 

Thursday, March 5, 2026 – 7:00 p.m. 
School District Board Room – 1231 Addison Street, Berkeley, CA 94702 

Teleconference Location – 2010 Fifth Street, Unit 260 Berkeley, CA 94710 

Public participation 
This meeting will be conducted in a hybrid model with both in-person and remote participation, and in 
accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and local requirements 
allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public may attend 
this meeting at the posted location(s). Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to DéSeana 
Williams, Executive Director of the Rent Board, at 510-981-7368 (981-RENT). The Board may take 
action related to any subject listed on the Agenda. 

To access this meeting by Zoom  
Join the meeting from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device. If you do not want your name to 
appear on the screen, use the drop-down menu and click on "Rename" to rename yourself to be 
anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise Hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 

To join by phone  
Dial 1-669-444-9171, enter Webinar ID: 816 2351 3368 and Passcode: 857006. To comment during 
the public comment part of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Chair. 

Email comments  
Email comments must be submitted to amueller@berkeleyca.gov by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the 
meeting in order to be considered by the Board and included in the public record. Format your subject 
line: “RENT BOARD MEETING PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM.” Please observe a 150-word limit. Time limits 
on public comments will apply. 

Decorum 
All rules of procedure and decorum apply for both in-person attendees and those participating 
remotely. Attendees at public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to 
various scents. Please help the City respect these needs. 

Communications access information  
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request disability-related 
accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact 
the Disability Services Specialist at (510) 981-6418 (voice) or (510) 981-6347 (TDD) at least three (3) 
business days before the meeting date.

Item 6.a.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81623513368?pwd=47orHleALoAwjhh65Jwmj27QsIayhZ.1
mailto:amueller@berkeleyca.gov
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 
Regular Meeting & Public Hearing  

Thursday, March 5, 2026 – 7:00 p.m. 
School District Board Room – 1231 Addison Street, Berkeley, CA 94702 

Teleconference Location – 2010 Fifth Street, Unit 260 Berkeley, CA 94710 

Minutes – Unapproved 

1. Roll call – Chair Alpert called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.
Aimee Mueller called roll.
Commissioners present: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Marrero (via Zoom), Martinac, Mizell
(arrived 7:10 p.m.), Twu, Walker, Alpert
Commissioners absent: None
Staff present: Brown, Eberhart, Kim, Mueller, Williams

2. Approval of Agenda – M/S/C (Twu/Elgstrand) APPROVE AGENDA AS WRITTEN AND
ADJOURN TONIGHT’S MEETING WITH A MOMENT OF SILENCE IN HONOR OF THOSE
SUFFERING FROM THE CURRENT WAR. Roll call vote. YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley,
Marrero, Martinac, Twu, Walker, Alpert; NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Mizell.
Carried: 8-0-0-1.

3. Land Acknowledgment Statement: The Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board recognizes that
the rental housing units we regulate are built on the territory of xučyun (Huchiun-(Hooch-
yoon)), the ancestral and unceded land of the Chochenyo (Cho-chen-yo)-speaking Ohlone
(Oh-low-nee) people, the ancestors and descendants of the sovereign Verona Band of
Alameda County. This land was and continues to be of great importance to all of the Ohlone
Tribes and descendants of the Verona Band. As we begin our meeting tonight, we
acknowledge and honor the original inhabitants of Berkeley, the documented 5,000-year
history of a vibrant community at the West Berkeley Shellmound, and the Ohlone people who
continue to reside in the East Bay. We recognize that Berkeley’s landlords and tenants have
and continue to benefit from the use and occupation of this unceded stolen land since the
City of Berkeley’s incorporation in 1878 and since the Rent Stabilization Board’s creation in
1980. As stewards of the laws regulating rental housing, it is not only vital that we recognize
the history of this land but also recognize that the Ohlone people are present members of
Berkeley and other East Bay communities today.

The Land Acknowledgment Statement was played aloud.

4. Public Comment for Unions representing Rent Board staff – No speakers.

5. Public Comment – No speakers.

6. Public Hearing on Proposed Increase to the Registration Fees for Fiscal Year (FY) 2026-
2027

a. Presentation on the proposed increase to the FY 2026-2027 Registration Fees –
Executive Director DéSeana Williams presented and took questions from the Board.
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b. Public Comment – Krista Gulbransen, Executive Director of the Berkeley Property
Owners Association, spoke about the proposed registration fee increase.

c. Comments from the Board – Commissioners spoke about the Budget & Personnel
Committee’s recommendation regarding the fee and thanked the Executive Director for
bringing this proposal forward.

Following discussion, the Board took the following action:

M/S/C (Mizell/Johnson) CLOSE THE PUBLIC HEARING. Roll call vote. YES: Elgstrand,
Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Walker, Alpert; NO: None; ABSTAIN:
None; ABSENT: None. Carried: 9-0-0-0.

7. Appeal in Case No. T-6157 (1370 University Ave., Unit 404) – This appeal will not be heard
before 8:00 p.m. but may be heard anytime thereafter.
Parties present: Yasmin Jenkins (Appellant), and Andria Blackmon (on behalf of
Respondent).

M/S/C (Alpert/Mizell) MOTION TO UPHOLD THE HEARING EXAMINER’S DECISION. Roll call
vote. YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Alpert; NO: None; ABSTAIN:
Kelley, Walker; ABSENT: None. Carried: 7-0-2-0.

8. Action Items

a. Discussion and possible action to adopt Resolution 26-09 establishing a Rent Board
Operating Reserve Policy (Executive Director)

M/S/C (Kelley/Walker) ADOPT RESOLUTION 26-09 AS WRITTEN. Roll call vote.
YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Walker, Alpert;
NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None. Carried: 9-0-0-0.

b. Recommendation to adopt Resolution 26-10 setting the FY 2026-2027 annual
registration fee for fully covered units (due July 1, 2026) at $404 per unit
(Budget & Personnel Committee and Executive Director)

M/S/C (Alpert/Twu) ADOPT RESOLUTION 26-10 WITH ONE CHANGE: SET THE FY 2026-
2027 ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE FOR FULLY COVERED UNITS (DUE JULY 1, 2026) AT
$397 PER UNIT. Roll call vote. YES: Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu,
Walker, Alpert; NO: Elgstrand; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None. Carried: 8-1-0-0.

c. Recommendation to adopt Resolution 26-11 setting the FY 2026-2027 annual
registration fee for partially covered units (due July 1, 2026) at $250 per unit
(Budget & Personnel Committee and Executive Director)

M/S/C (Alpert/Johnson) ADOPT RESOLUTION 26-11 AS WRITTEN. Roll call vote.
YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Walker, Alpert;
NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None. Carried: 9-0-0-0.
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d. Recommendation to adopt Resolution 26-12 setting the FY 2026-2027 Summer Rental
Period registration fee for fraternities and sororities (due July 1, 2026) at $120 per unit
(Budget & Personnel Committee and Executive Director)

M/S/C (Alpert/Walker) ADOPT RESOLUTION 26-12 AS WRITTEN. Roll call vote.
YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Walker, Alpert;
NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: None. Carried: 9-0-0-0.

9. Information, Announcements and Articles/Media
ALL ITEMS BELOW WERE MENTIONED OR BRIEFLY DISCUSSED. UNDERLINED ITEMS HAVE
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS.

a. Provision of a copy of the Brown Act to members of the Board, as required by
Government Code section 54952.7 (General Counsel)

b. Deadline to submit agenda items/topics for the March 23rd regular Rent Board meeting:
Monday, March 9th by 5:00 p.m. – Verbal (Board Secretary)

c. Updates and Announcements – Commissioner Mizell announced that on March 10th,
the pepper spray reporting item will be before City Council; and on March 24th, there will
be several items before Council including the Flock contract. He encouraged people to
attend if they care about police accountability.

d. Discussion of items for possible placement on future agenda – Commissioner Kelley
suggested possibly inviting a tenant union to come back and speak to the Board but will
discuss this with staff.

10. Adjournment – M/S/C (Kelley/Walker) ADJOURN MEETING. Roll call vote. YES: Elgstrand,
Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Walker, Alpert; NO: None; ABSTAIN: None;
ABSENT: None. Carried: 9-0-0-0.

The meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m.
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 
Regular Meeting  

Monday, March 23, 2026 – 7:00 p.m. 
School District Board Room – 1231 Addison Street, Berkeley, CA 94702 

Teleconference Location – 2010 Fifth Street, Unit 260, Berkeley, CA 94710 

Public participation 
This meeting will be conducted in a hybrid model with both in-person and remote participation, and in 
accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and local requirements 
allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public may attend 
this meeting at the posted location(s). Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to DéSeana 
Williams, Executive Director of the Rent Board, at 510-981-7368 (981-RENT). The Board may take 
action related to any subject listed on the Agenda. 

To access this meeting by Zoom  
Join the meeting from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device. If you do not want your name to 
appear on the screen, use the drop-down menu and click on "Rename" to rename yourself to be 
anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise Hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 

To join by phone  
Dial 1-669-444-9171, enter Webinar ID: 881 9921 7055 and Passcode: 505132. To comment during 
the public comment part of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Chair. 

Email comments  
Email comments must be submitted to amueller@berkeleyca.gov by 4:00 p.m. on the day of the 
meeting in order to be considered by the Board and included in the public record. Format your subject 
line: “RENT BOARD MEETING PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM.” Please observe a 150-word limit. Time limits 
on public comments will apply. 

Decorum 
All rules of procedure and decorum apply for both in-person attendees and those participating 
remotely. Attendees at public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to 
various scents. Please help the City respect these needs. 

Communications access information  
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request disability-related 
accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact 
the Disability Services Specialist at (510) 981-6418 (voice) or (510) 981-6347 (TDD) at least three (3) 
business days before the meeting date.

Item 6.b.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88199217055?pwd=FlxWWtOVCDdkRNcM5p896beUUMsfjk.1
mailto:amueller@berkeleyca.gov
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RENT STABILIZATION BOARD 
Regular Meeting  

Monday, March 23, 2026 – 7:00 p.m. 
School District Board Room – 1231 Addison Street, Berkeley, CA 94702 

Teleconference Location – 2010 Fifth Street, Unit 260, Berkeley, CA 94710 
 

Minutes – Unapproved 
 

1. Roll call – Chair Alpert called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. 
Aimee Mueller called roll. 
Commissioners present: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Marrero (via Zoom), Martinac, Mizell, 
Twu, Alpert 
Commissioners absent: Walker 
Staff present: Brown, Bursell, Chang, Cole, Fabish, Kim, Lecky, Mueller, Williams 

2. Approval of Agenda – M/S/C (Kelley/Twu) APPROVE AGENDA AS WRITTEN. Roll call vote. 
YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Alpert; NO: None; ABSTAIN: 
None; ABSENT: Walker. Carried: 8-0-0-1.  

3. Land Acknowledgment Statement: The Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board recognizes that 
the rental housing units we regulate are built on the territory of xučyun (Huchiun-(Hooch-
yoon)), the ancestral and unceded land of the Chochenyo (Cho-chen-yo)-speaking Ohlone 
(Oh-low-nee) people, the ancestors and descendants of the sovereign Verona Band of 
Alameda County. This land was and continues to be of great importance to all of the Ohlone 
Tribes and descendants of the Verona Band. As we begin our meeting tonight, we 
acknowledge and honor the original inhabitants of Berkeley, the documented 5,000-year 
history of a vibrant community at the West Berkeley Shellmound, and the Ohlone people who 
continue to reside in the East Bay. We recognize that Berkeley’s landlords and tenants have 
and continue to benefit from the use and occupation of this unceded stolen land since the 
City of Berkeley’s incorporation in 1878 and since the Rent Stabilization Board’s creation in 
1980. As stewards of the laws regulating rental housing, it is not only vital that we recognize 
the history of this land but also recognize that the Ohlone people are present members of 
Berkeley and other East Bay communities today. 
 
The Land Acknowledgment Statement was played aloud.  

4. Introduction of new Rent Board staff: Public Information Unit Manager Abigail Vieira 
introduced herself to the Board. 

5. Public Comment for Unions representing Rent Board staff – No speakers. 

6. Public Comment – “Anonymous” spoke about 2425 Durant Ave. Phoebe Green ceded her 
time to “Anonymous”. 

7. Consent Items  

a. Approval of the February 19th regular meeting minutes 
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b. Recommendation to adopt proposed amendments to Regulations 525, 1205, 1210 and 
1242 regarding E-Service – Second Reading (Chair Alpert) 

c. Recommendation to adopt Resolution 26-14 in support of the American 
Homeownership Act (Commissioner Kelley and Chair Alpert) 

d. Proposal to approve staff recommendations on requests for waivers of late registration 
penalties (Executive Director/Registration Unit Manager) 
 
M/S/C (Mizell/Johnson) MOVE ALL CONSENT ITEMS AS WRITTEN. Roll call vote. 
YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Alpert; NO: None; 
ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Walker. Carried: 8-0-0-1.  

8. Special Presentation: Finance 365 
Finance Director Shamika Cole presented and took questions from the Board. 

9. Special Presentation: Web Content Accessibility Project Update – Upcoming Changes to 
Federal Requirements 
Operations and Systems Coordinator Jen Fabish presented and took questions from the 
Board. 

10. Appeal in Case No. RWN-1682 (702 Hillsdale Ave.) – This appeal will not be heard before 
7:30 p.m. but may be heard anytime thereafter. 
Parties present: Annie Andre (Respondent) and Stephen Breslow (Appellant) 
 
M/S/C (Johnson/Marrero) MOTION TO AFFIRM THE HEARING EXAMINER’S DECISION. 
Roll call vote. YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Alpert;  
NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Walker. Carried: 8-0-0-1. 

11. Action Items 

a. Special Presentation: Spring Legislative Update 
Rent Board Legislative Advocate Brian Augusta presented and took questions from the 
Board. Following Mr. Augusta’s presentation and discussion, the Board took the 
following action: 
 
M/S/C (Johnson/Marrero) THAT THE BOARD TAKE THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS ON 
HOUSING LEGISLATION AND DIRECT THE RENT BOARD’S LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE TO 
SEND A LETTER FROM THE CHAIR CONVEYING THESE POSITIONS TO BILL AUTHORS: 

Priority 
SB 1155 Eviction Pause - Support and request inclusion of Section 8 tenants 
AB 1771 Eliminate Property Managers - Oppose 
AB 2128 Work Requirements - Support 

 
Priority Support If Amended 
AB 1695 Smoking Ban 
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Support 
AB 1543 Mobile Home Parks 
SB 1160 Data Collection 
SB 1296 Pet Disclosure 
AB 1963 Screening 
SB 868 Balcony Solar 
AB 2389 Solar Tax 
AB 2162 Foster Youth 
 
Authorize Priority Support Position 
AB 2616 Cooling - Support, request lower temperature, consider humidity standards as 
well 
 
Roll call vote. YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Alpert;  
NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Walker. Carried: 8-0-0-1. 

b. Discussion and possible action regarding the Ad Hoc Committee's recommendation to 
place Potential Berkeley Rent Ordinance Amendments on the November 2026 General 
Election Ballot – Following General Counsel Matt Brown’s presentation on this item, the 
Board took the following action: 
 
M/S/C  (Alpert/Elgstrand) THAT THE BOARD RECOMMEND THE AD HOC COMMITTEE’S 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE 4 X 4 COMMITTEE FOR CITY COUNCIL TO PLACE THE 
BERKELEY RENT ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS ON THE NOVEMBER 2026 GENERAL 
ELECTION BALLOT WITH TWO CHANGES: 1.) ADD THE WORD “INITIAL” BEFORE 
“RENTAL AGREEMENT” IN THE SECTION ON THE NOTICE REQUIREMENT FOR GOLDEN 
DUPLEXES; AND 2.) AUTHORIZE THE CHAIR AND LEGAL STAFF TO AMEND THE CIVIL 
CODE 1954.52(b) LANGUAGE TO MIRROR THE CHANGES TO NEW CONSTRUCTION 
FOR SEPARATELY ALIENABLE UNITS. Roll call vote. YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, 
Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Alpert; NO: None; ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Walker. 
Carried: 8-0-0-1.     

c. Discussion and possible action on the Discretionary Waiver for 2315 Dwight Way 
(Executive Director/Registration Unit Manager) 
 
M/S/C (Kelley/Alpert) TABLE THIS ITEM AND BRING IT BACK AT THE CHAIR’S 
DISCRETION. Roll call vote. YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Martinac, Mizell, Alpert; 
NO: None; ABSTAIN: Marrero; ABSENT: Walker; RECUSED: Twu. Carried: 6-0-1-1-1. 

d. Recommendation to adopt Resolution 26-15 establishing a Rent Board Language 
Access Policy (Outreach Committee/Commissioners Twu and Marrero) 
 
M/S/C (Twu/Kelley) ADOPT RESOLUTION 26-15 AS WRITTEN. Roll call vote. 
YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu, Alpert; NO: None; 
ABSTAIN: None; ABSENT: Walker. Carried: 8-0-0-1. 

e. Recommendation to adopt Resolution 26-13 Advancing Justice: Ensuring Access and 
Inclusion for All (Outreach Committee/Commissioners Marrero and Twu) 
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M/S/C (Alpert/Elgstrand) REFER THIS ITEM BACK TO THE OUTREACH & 
ACCESSIBILITY COMMITTEE FOR FURTHER DEVELOPMENT, A COST ANALYSIS WITH 
STAFF FEEDBACK, AND IDENTIFICATION OF NEXT STEPS INCLUDING THE 
INTEGRATION OF WCAG COMPLIANCE. Roll call vote. YES: Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, 
Martinac, Mizell, Alpert; NO: Marrero; ABSTAIN: Twu; ABSENT: Walker. Carried: 6-1-1-1. 

12. Information, Announcements and Articles/Media 
ALL ITEMS BELOW WERE MENTIONED OR BRIEFLY DISCUSSED. UNDERLINED ITEMS HAVE 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS. 

a. Update on the Data System Request for Proposal (RFP) Process – Principal Program 
Manager Andrew Chang and Senior Planner Lief Bursell presented and took questions 
from the Board. 

b. Update on the Apparent Lawful Rent Ceiling (ALRC) Notice mailing to tenants this 
month (Principal Program Manager Andrew Chang) 

c. Commissioner Attendance Records for Board and Committee meetings updated 
through December 2025 (Board Secretary)  

d. Copy of the Rent Board’s Quarterly Newsletter: The Rent Board Review – Housing News 
You Can Use! Spring 2026 (Executive Director) 

e. Annual Statement of Economic Interests (Form 700) filing due April 1, 2026, via NetFile 
(Board Secretary) 

f. Deadline to submit agenda items/topics for the April regular Rent Board meeting: 
Thursday, April 2nd by 5:00 p.m. – Verbal (Board Secretary) 

13. Committee/Board Meeting Updates and Announcements 

a. Ad Hoc Committee to Consider Rent Ordinance Amendments at the November 2026 
Election (Chair Alpert, Chair) 
 

b. Budget & Personnel Committee (Vice-Chair Walker, Chair) 

c. Climate Resilience & Habitability Committee (Commissioner Martinac, Chair) 

d. Eviction/Section 8/Foreclosure Committee (Commissioner Elgstrand, Chair) 

e. Legislation, IRA/AGA & Registration Committee (LIRA Committee) (Chair Alpert, Chair) 

f. Outreach & Accessibility Committee (Commissioner Kelley, Chair) 

g. 2 x 2 Committee on Housing: Rent Board/Berkeley Unified School District 
(Commissioner Marrero, Chair) 

h. 4 x 4 Joint Task Force Committee on Housing: City Council/Rent Board 
(Councilmember Lunaparra & Chair Alpert, Co-Chairs) 
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i. Updates and Announcements – Chair Alpert announced that City Council would be 
voting on the Flock contract tomorrow and encouraged commissioners to attend. 
Executive Director Williams asked that any commissioners who might need to complete 
the mandatory education and training for elected officials contact her or the Board 
Secretary for assistance.   

j. Discussion of items for possible placement on future agenda 

14. Adjournment – M/S/C (Kelley/Martinac) MOTION TO ADJOURN. Roll call vote. YES: 
Elgstrand, Johnson, Kelley, Marrero, Martinac, Mizell, Twu; NO: Alpert; ABSTAIN: None; 
ABSENT: Walker. Carried: 7-1-0-1.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:35 p.m. 
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Memorandum 
DATE: April 16, 2026 

TO: Honorable Members of the Rent Stabilization Board 

FROM:  DéSeana Williams, Executive Director 

BY: Basil Lecky, Community Service Specialist II  

SUBJECT: Request for Waiver of Late Registration Penalties

Recommendation 

That the Board approve the attached recommendations. 

Background and Need for Rent Stabilization Board Action 

The Board’s penalty waiver process is governed by Regulations 883, 884, and 885. 
Regulation 883 lists the grounds for administrative waivers. In accordance with 
Regulation 884, the Executive Director reviews waiver requests that do not meet the 
criteria for an administrative waiver. Regulation 884 lists 12 categories, which will 
require a review of the totality of the circumstances by the full Board prior to granting 
any waiver request. Waivers that require a review of the totality of the circumstances are 
listed below as “Discretionary Waiver.” If none of the 12 listed categories apply to the 
property, the waiver shall be granted/denied in a ministerial manner, based upon the 
formula outlined in Regulation 884(C). The Board may only alter these ministerial 
waivers if staff have incorrectly applied the criteria listed in Regulation 884 (B) (1-12). 

Ministerial Waivers 

In accordance with Regulation 884, the Executive Director reviews waiver requests that 
do not meet the criteria enumerated in Regulation 883. The following waiver request 
will be decided ministerially, unless the Board has reason to believe the underlying basis 
of the recommended assessment is inappropriate. 

Item 6.c.



 

 

Property Address Penalty 
Assessed 

Penalty Waived Penalty 
Imposed 

2641 College Ave  $2,752.00 $2,752.00 $0.00 

1400 Oregon St $1,376.00 $1,100.80 $275.20 

Total $4,128.00 $3,852.80 $275.20 

 
Financial Impact: Ministerial Waivers 

Approval of the Executive Director’s recommendations will decrease the Board’s current 
accounts receivable by $3,852.80. 
 
Discretionary Waivers 

For the waiver requests listed below, staff recommendations are attached and 
presented to the full Board for its approval. With respect to these cases, the 
determination of good cause to waive some or all of the penalties depends on the 
totality of the circumstances. 
 

Property Address Penalty Assessed Penalty Waived Penalty Imposed 

3001 Telegraph Ave  $21,292.00 $10,646.00 $10,646.00 

Total $21,292.00 $10,646.00 $10,646.00 

 
Financial Impact: Discretionary Waivers 

Approval of the Executive Director’s recommendations will decrease the Board’s current 
accounts receivable by $10,646.00. 
 
Name and Telephone Number of Contact Person 

DéSeana Williams, Executive Director, Rent Stabilization Board, 2000 Center Street, Suite 
400, Berkeley, CA 94704, (510) 981-7368 



City Of Berkeley
Rent Stabilization Board

Recommendation on Requested Waiver of Registration Penalties

Waiver No: W5168 Property address: 3001 TELEGRAPH AVE BERKELEY CA 94704 Transfered: 01/31/2022

Exempt units (as of February 2021):
None 

Owner(s): DWF VI VMG TELEGRPH
GARDENS, LLC

Waiver filed by: Property Manager # of Units: 38

Other Berkeley rental property owned: 2161 Allston Way BERKELEY CA 94704, 3001 TELEGRAPH AVE BERKELEY
CA 94704, 2310 FULTON ST BERKELEY CA 94704 

Late payment/penalty history: 2025-2026 Registration Fee

Registration
Date or Year

Units
Requiring

Registration
at That Time

Registration
Fees Paid

Date Fees
Paid

Penalties
Charged

Penalties
Forgiven

Penalties
Paid

FY2025-26 ALL $8,452.00 03/17/2026 $21,292.00 $0.00 $0.00

Totals (penalties previously assessed) $21,292.00 $0.00 $0.00

Penalties Currently Under Consideration 

Reason for Penalties: Late payment of registration fees

Registration
Date or Year

Unit(s)
Registered
Late At This

Time

Registration
Fees Paid

Date Fees
Paid

Penalties
Charged

Penalties
Forgiven

Penalties
Due

FY2025-26 38 $8,452.00 03/17/2026 $21,292.00 $0.00 $21,292.00

Total $21,292.00 $0.00 $21,292.00

Grounds under Regulation 884(B): (6) The landlord requesting the waiver owns or manages 11 or more rental units

Good cause claimed by owner: The owner requests a penalty waiver, alleging that technical limitations of the rent
registry website prevented them from editing exempt unit information directly. While the owner states they emailed
tenancy information on June 27 and June 30, 2025, and claims the system was not updated until July 11, Rent Board
records indicate the information was actually updated on June 27, prior to the July 1 deadline. 

Recommendation: Staff recommends waiving 50% of the penalties 

Staff Analysis: As the owner manages a large property (38 units) and has a history of late payments, staff
recommends a 50% partial penalty waiver. 

2000 Center St., Suite 400, Berkeley, CA 94704
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Memorandum 
DATE: April 16, 2026 

TO: Honorable Members of the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board 

BY: Lief Bursell, Principal Planner 
Katrina Lapira, Associate Planner 

SUBJECT: Empty Homes Tax Implementation Update II 

Background 

The Empty Homes Tax was approved by Berkeley voters in November 2022 under 
Measure M to reduce prolonged residential vacancies and generate revenue for 
municipal services, including affordable housing. The tax applies to residential units 
that are vacant for more than 182 days in a calendar year, with rates of $3,000–$6,000 
for single-family homes, condos, townhomes, and duplexes, and $6,000–$12,000 for 
multifamily units, with rates adjusted annually for inflation. Administration of the 
program is shared between the Finance Department and Rent Board Planning Unit staff, 
with Rent Board staff responsible for identifying potentially vacant units, managing 
exemption and vacancy exclusion period applications, issuing initial notifications, and 
preparing the annual list of taxable properties for Finance. 

This memorandum provides an update since the Board’s first implementation report in 
September 2025, summarizing expanded exemption and vacancy exclusion period 
claims, appeals activity, Requests for Service, and preliminary 2024 tax collection data. 

2024 Empty Homes Tax Updates 

Since the Board received the September 2025 update, staff continued processing 
exemption and vacancy exclusion period applications submitted after the initial review 
period. Between September 2025 and April 2026, staff validated additional property-
owner submissions, verified building permit activity, conducted site visits, and updated 
vacancy classifications where owners provided clarifying evidence. As a result, the 
overall count of 2024 exemption-eligible and VEP-eligible properties increased 
significantly, rising from 112 to 171 exemptions/VEPs combined, which primarily 
reflects property owners only applying for exemptions/VEPs after receiving a 2024 
Empty Homes Tax bill. 

Item 7.



 

Exemptions and Vacancy Exclusion Period Claims 

Initially, over 500 properties were identified as potentially subject to the 2024 Empty 
Homes Tax. Of these properties, 112 were eligible for either a property-based tax 
exemption or qualified for a vacancy exclusion period in September 2025. As of this 
writing, 171 properties were eligible for a 2024 exemption or exclusion period. 
Generally, the increase in eligible properties results from additional time for property 
owners to apply for an exemption or exclusion period.  

As shown in Table 1, 105 owner-occupied and 15 non-profit-owned properties were 
exempt from the 2024 Empty Homes cycle.   
 
Table 1. 2024 Empty Homes Tax – Property-Based Exempt Properties by Type 

Property- Based Tax 
Exemption Type 

Number of Eligible  
Properties April 2026 

Owner-Occupied 105 
Non-Profit 
Organization(501(c)(3) 
status) 

15 

Total Properties Eligible  120 
 
The next table shows the number of properties eligible for one of the five types of 
vacancy exclusion periods. Of the 51 eligible properties, the building permit period was 
the most commonly claimed exclusionary period, closely followed by the rehabilitation 
period.  
 
Table 2. 2024 Empty Homes Tax- Vacancy Exclusion Period Eligible Properties by Type  

Vancy Exclusion  
Period Type 

Number of Eligible 
Properties April 2026 

Building Permit  20 
Rehabilitation  17 
Disaster  9 
Property Owner Death 1 
Lease Period  4 

Total Properties Eligible 51 
 

Appeals 

On November 18, 2025, the City Council approved amendments to the Empty Homes 
Tax Ordinance establishing a formal appeals process, which became effective on 
December 18, 2025. To appeal an Empty Homes Tax bill, property owners may contact 
the City of Berkeley Finance Department to schedule an appeal hearing with a City of 
Berkeley Hearings Examiner. Appeal hearings are held either in person or virtually via a 



 

videoconferencing platform. Rent Board staff attend appeal hearings and provide 
background information about the property eligible for taxation. After the hearing, the 
Hearing Examiner provides a written decision on the appeal to the appellant.  

In response to the 2024 Empty Homes Tax, 16 appeals were filed. Of the appeals, 12 
were heard and reviewed, and 4 appeals are currently scheduled for their respective 
hearings in April. The Hearings Examiner denied 8 appeals and approved 4, including 
one for only the fees and penalties, not the tax itself. The approved appeals primarily 
considered exceptional circumstances, including damage caused by bed bugs and a 
Tenancy in Common property.  

2024 Tax Collected 

After adjusting for approved exemptions, vacancy exclusions, updated registration 
records, and approved appeal decisions, there are 188 properties with 397 units subject 
to the 2024 Empty Homes Tax. 

As of January 26, 2026, the Finance Department reported that $393,000 in 2024 Empty 
Homes Tax revenue had been collected thus far. The Finance Department also reported 
that $1,732,520 in 2025 tax payments remained outstanding as of that date. This 
number includes fees associated with late payment penalties and interest. 

The Empty Homes Tax is a general tax. Under the Empty Homes Tax Ordinance 
(Berkeley Municipal Code Chapter 7.54), all revenue collected is deposited into the City 
of Berkeley’s General Fund. As general tax revenue, this revenue is not legally restricted 
to a specific program but may be used to support any municipal purpose or priority, as 
determined by the City Council.   

Request for Service  

To report vacant residential units that may be subject to the Empty Homes Tax, 
members of the public may submit an Empty Homes Tax Request for Service. Once an 
Empty Homes Tax Request for Service is submitted, staff conduct a series of site visits 
and review relevant property records (e.g., building permits, County records) to evaluate 
tax eligibility. If staff cannot determine whether the property is occupied, staff send an 
Empty Homes Tax notice regarding the potential vacancy before issuing a tax bill.  

So far, staff have received 20 Request for Service submissions for 23 units. Of the 
requests received, 9 units were determined to be occupied or not vacant, 12 units had 
no signs of occupancy and will receive an Empty Homes Tax notice, and 1 unit is still 
under investigation. In terms of building type, Request for Service submissions included 
7 single-family dwelling units and 13 multi-family buildings.  

Empty Homes Tax Program Inquiries 

In addition to responding to inquiries from property owners and property managers 
regarding vacant units, exemption eligibility, and outstanding tax balances, staff have 



 

continued to receive a wide range of inquiries related to the Empty Homes Tax program. 
These have included questions from other jurisdictions exploring the development of 
their own vacancy tax programs, as other cities monitor Berkeley’s first year of 
implementation to inform their own policy design and administrative planning. 

Staff have also responded to inquiries from several news agencies, as public and media 
interest in the implementation of the 2024 Empty Homes Tax has increased. In March 
2026, staff provided information to a Berkeleyside reporter regarding two fire‑damaged 
properties that were approved for a Disaster Period Vacancy Exclusion in relation to a 
pending news story on one of those properties. 

Since the beginning of 2026, staff have received two Public Records Act (PRA) requests 
related to Empty Homes Tax administration, including approved 2024 and 2025 
exemption and vacancy exclusion claims. 

2025 Administration Update  

Administrative tasks for the 2025 Empty Homes Tax cycle have been delayed due to the 
2024 Empty Homes Tax appeal hearings, which begin in calendar year 2026. Although 
the appeals process was established in late 2025, the Finance Department scheduled 
appeal hearings did not begin until February 5, 2026, and continued into April 2026. 
Because the Rent Board Planning Unit staff are required to attend each hearing and 
provide property‑specific background, staff capacity for 2025 bill identification was 
significantly reduced during the first quarter of the year. 

Beginning in April, staff will initiate the following 2025 tax outreach activities. These 
include: 

• Noticing owners who must refile homeowner or nonprofit exemptions for the 
2025 tax year. 

• Issuing initial notices to property owners whose units were identified as 
potentially vacant through community‑submitted Requests for Service. 

• Sending initial notices to owners of properties with units that appear to have 
been vacant for more than 182 days in 2025, based on an annual review of Rent 
Board records and publicly available data. 

Initial reports generated through 3Di’s Rent Registry identify 432 properties with 944 
units that were reported as vacant for more than 182 days in the 2025 calendar year 
and are potentially subject to the 2025 Empty Homes Tax. These records will require 
additional cross‑referencing by staff to ensure that units with approved exemptions or 
vacancy exclusion periods are removed before the first round of mailings. 

Staff have also held preliminary discussions with the Finance Department regarding the 
timing of the 2025 tax bills. Finance staff indicated that August 2026 would be their 
recommended target month for the 2025 tax bill mailing. 



 

Financial Impact 

No financial impact on the Rent Board’s funding. Revenue collected from the Empty 
Homes Tax goes into the City of Berkeley’s General Fund.  

Contact Person 

Lief Bursell, Principal Planner, 510-984-4919 

Attachments 

1. Empty Homes Tax April 2026 Update II Presentation 



Empty Homes Tax 
Implementation Update II 

Honorable Members of the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board
PRESENTED FOR

Berkeley Rent Board Staff:

Lief Bursell, Principal Planner
Katrina Lapira, Associate Planner

PRESENTED BY



Overview

EMPTY HOMES TAX IMPLEMENTATION APRIL 2026 UPDATE | 2

1) Key Updates Since September 2025

2) 2024 Exemption & Vacancy Exclusions

3) Appeals & 2024 Tax Collection Update

4) Request for Service & Program Inquiries

5) 2025 Tax Administration Updates

6) 2025 Preliminary Data & Next Steps



Key Empty Homes Tax Updates 
Since September 2025

NOTE:  Exemption/Vacancy Exclusion Totals increased from 112 → 171

• Increased 2024 Exemption & Vacancy Exclusion in Claims

• 2024 Empty Homes Tax Appeal Hearings

• Request for Service Site Visits

• Public Inquiries & Media/PRA request
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Appeals & 2024 Tax Collection Update
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Appeals

• 16 Appeals Filed
• 12 heard: 4 pending April 2026 Hearings
• 8 denied, 4 approved (1 fees & penalties only)

Tax Collection 

• 188 properties with 397 units subject to 2024 tax
• $393,000 collected (as of 1/26/26)
• $1,732,520 outstanding (tax, penalties & interest)
• Empty Homes Tax revenue goes to the General 

Fund



Exemptions (2024):

• Owner-occupied: 105
• Nonprofit-owned: 15
• Total property-based exemptions: 120

Vacancy Exclusion Periods (2024):

• Building Permit: 20
• Rehabilitation: 17
• Disaster: 9
• Total Vacancy Exclusion Eligible properties: 51

2024 Exemption & Vacancy Exclusions
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Request for Service & Program Inquiries
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Requests for Service (2025)

• 20 submissions for 23 units
• 9 units determined to be occupied
• 12 appear vacant
• 1 still under investigation

Program Inquiries

• Property owners & managers (balances, 
exemptions)
• Other jurisdictions researching vacancy taxes
• Media inquiries & PRA requests
• Berkeleyside Article re: fire-damaged properties



Preliminary 2025 Vacancy Data:

• 432 Properties
• 944 units vacant for 182+ days

Next Steps

• Cross-reference vacant properties with approved exemptions
• 2025 Rent Board Tax mailings
• Tentative August 2026 billing for 2025 Empty Homes Tax

2025 Preliminary Vacancy Data & Next Steps
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Memorandum 
DATE: April 16, 2026 

TO: Honorable Members of the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board 

FROM: Rent Board Legal Staff 

SUBJECT: Case No. T-6133 (2414 Dwight Way, Unit 3) 

Case Summary and Legal Recommendation 

Appellant Tenant (“Tenant”) filed an appeal of a hearing decision granting in part and 
denying in part Tenant’s Petition for Individual Rent Adjustment (“petition”), which 
sought rent ceiling reductions based on various alleged habitability issues and 
decreases in housing services at 2414 Dwight Way, Unit 3, Berkeley, CA (“premises”). 

On appeal, Tenant challenges the Hearing Examiner’s denial of several claims, most 
notably the denial of a rent reduction for the lack of a unique bedroom lock, as well as 
the denial of reductions for uneven flooring, internet disruptions, electrical issues, and 
furnishing issues. Tenant also disputes aspects of the Hearing Examiner’s factual 
findings and credibility determinations. 

However, a review of the record shows that the Hearing Examiner’s decision is 
supported by substantial evidence. The appeal itself largely reiterates arguments and 
interpretations of the evidence that were already considered and rejected, raises issues 
outside the scope of appellate review, and attempts to reframe expectations as 
established housing services without evidentiary support. As such, the decision of the 
Hearing Examiner should be affirmed. 

Item 8.
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Memorandum 
DATE: April 16, 2026 

TO: Honorable Members of the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board 

FROM: DéSeana Williams, Executive Director 

By: Andrew Chang, Principal Program Manager 
Lief Bursell, Principal Planner 

SUBJECT: Recommendation to Award Contract for Comprehensive Rental 
Information & Housing Services Management System (RFP 26‑11777‑C) 

Recommendation 

That the Board adopt resolution 26-16 authorizing the Executive Director to negotiate 
and execute an contract with EcoMetricx, LLC, of Irvine, California, for development, 
implementation, and ongoing support of the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board’s new 
Comprehensive Rental Information and Housing Services Management System, 
pursuant to the results of RFP 26‑11777‑C, for an initial term of five years, with two one-
year options to extend, in a total aggregate amount not to exceed $1,200,000. 

Background and Need for Rent Board Action 

In 2020, the Rent Board modernized its legacy RTS and Case Management systems the 
deployment of a new platform developed by 3Di Systems. While the system established 
an integrated foundation, operational experience has revealed persistent challenges 
with system flexibility, data accuracy, user interface design, and supportability. These 
issues have required recurring workarounds, contributed to user frustration, and limited 
staff’s ability to carry out core functions efficiently. 

Between October and November 2025, staff conducted a comprehensive assessment 
of system capabilities and limitations and created updated functional and technical 
specifications for a request for proposal (RFP) for a new system. A stakeholder 
engagement survey conducted in late 2025 gathered detailed feedback from tenants 
and landlords, revealing widespread challenges with navigating the system, correcting 
registry data, understanding rent ceilings, updating unit information, and accessing 
account functionality. Internal and external users also reported confusion stemming 
from data inaccuracies and outdated records. This feedback directly informed updates 
to the RFP requirements to ensure the new system aligns with actual user needs. 

Item 9.d.



These findings reinforced the need for a modernized, modular, user‑centered platform 
with robust data validation, role‑based tools, seamless integration across program 
areas, and intuitive portals for both landlords and tenants. 

RFP Process 

On January 20, 2026, the agency issued RFP 26‑11777‑C seeking proposals for a 
Comprehensive Rental Information and Housing Services Management System. Four 
qualified vendors submitted proposals by the February 18, 2026, deadline. The Selection 
Committee — composed of Rent Board staff and one representative from the City of 
Oakland — conducted a structured, criteria‑based evaluation process. 

The Selection Committee reviewed narrative submissions with a focus on the proposed 
solutions' technical architecture, functional alignment, implementation methodology, 
security controls, reference responses, and total cost of ownership. Each of the four 
vendors also demonstrated their proposed solution in a structured vendor 
demonstration. 

After completing the review process, the Selection Committee found that EcoMetricx’s 
written proposal and software demonstration: 

• Provided the most comprehensive response to the RFP’s technical and 
functional requirements 

• Demonstrated a strong understanding of Berkeley’s regulatory and operational 
context. 

• Showed strong experience with data‑rich, multi‑module systems  
• Delivered a strong plan for system flexibility and future adaptability 
• Demonstrated high‑quality support structures, documentation, and security 

practices 
• Scored the highest overall ranking across all evaluation criteria and delivered the 

strongest overall value among all proposers 

In accordance with the City's procurement procedures, the Executive Director issued a 
Notice of Intent to Award to EcoMetricx, LLC on April 2, 2026, identifying the firm as the 
highest‑ranked proposer following evaluation of all submitted proposals. This notice 
does not constitute a final award; Board authorization is required to proceed with 
contract negotiations and execution. 

EcoMetrix System “Ariadne” 

Ariadne is EcoMetricx’s modular, API‑first, configure-first end‑to‑end data and case 
management platform designed specifically for complex public‑sector environments. 
Built for flexibility and long‑term maintainability, Ariadne provides a unified, cloud‑based 
system in which all core Rent Board functions – registration, housing counseling, 
petition lifecycle management, finance, document management, and analytics— operate 



within a single, integrated architecture. Its “no-code” or “low-code” design enables staff 
to modify workflows, data fields, business rules, and module behavior without requiring 
vendor code changes, ensuring the system can adapt quickly to evolving rental housing 
regulations, internal process updates, or changes to agency needs.  

Ariadne’s modern technical stack supports high performance and scalability, with 
real‑time cross‑module data integration, powerful search and reporting tools, robust 
security, and intuitive staff and public‑facing interfaces. Ariadne is a mature platform 
that will be tailored to the Rent Board’s specific business requirements during 
implementation. The system directly supports the agency’s core modernization goals, 
including: 

• Improved accuracy and transparency of registry data 
• Reduction in manual workarounds and redundant data entry 
• Modern user experience for landlords and tenants 
• Stronger workflow management and cross‑module integration 
• Enhanced internal reporting and analytics 

Staff is highly confident that EcoMetricx's Ariadne platform meets these requirements 
through its user‑centered design, integrated workflow automation, comprehensive 
analytics capabilities, and staff‑configurable architecture.   

EcoMetricx Cost Proposal 

EcoMetricx proposes a total fixed-fee cost for system implementation of $515,700. This 
covers all system implementation phases from Business Process Discovery through 
system launch and includes a 90‑day stabilization period. 

EcoMetricx then proposes ongoing Operations and Maintenance Services at between 
$7,000 to $8,000 per month, which are subject to a CPI-based increase of up to 3% 
beginning in the 2nd year. 

EcoMetricx also estimates third-party technology costs, including cloud hosting, 
platform monitoring, electronic signature services, and translation APIs, ranging from 
$25,600 to $43,000 annually, billed at actual cost with no markup.  

Per the proposals, the total 5-year costs are proposed to be approximately $1,100,000, 
not inclusive of any optional services or features to be determined during development. 

Financial Impact 

Staff estimates that an allocation not to exceed $1,200,000 over the 5-year term is 
sufficient to cover the proposed development, operations, and maintenance, and third-
party technology costs, and includes a $100,000 contingency for additional system 
enhancements and services post-launch. 



The Rent Board’s Finance Unit has confirmed that sufficient funds are budgeted in FY 
2025-26 to initiate the development process, with additional budget appropriation 
required in FY 2026-27 to complete it. 

Costs associated with the Rent Board’s Comprehensive Rental Information & Housing 
Services Management System were a primary consideration when the Board passed the 
FY 2026-27 registration fee at its March 5, 2026, meeting, and it will remain a key 
financial consideration across the Board’s upcoming budget cycles. Staff are confident 
there will be sufficient funding available to support this contract for the next 5 years. 

Contact Person 

Questions regarding this subject can be directed to the Project Managers: Andrew Chang, 
Principal Program Manager, and Lief Bursell, Principal Planner.  

Attachments 

1. RFP Specification No. 26-11777-C 
 



 
 

RESOLUTION 26-16 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE A CONTRACT 
WITH ECOMETRICX, LLC FOR DEVELOPMENT, IMPLEMENTATION, OPERATIONS, AND 
MAINTENANCE OF THE BERKELEY RENT STABILIZATION BOARD’S COMPREHENSIVE 
RENTAL INFORMATION AND HOUSING SERVICES MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (RFP 
26‑11777‑C), FOR AN INITIAL FIVE-YEAR TERM WITH TWO ONE-YEAR OPTIONS TO 
EXTEND, IN AN AGGREGATE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,200,000 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Rent Stabilization Board of the City of Berkeley as follows: 
 

WHEREAS, in 2020, the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board (“Rent Board”) implemented 
a new software platform to replace the prior Rent Tracking System (RTS) and Case 
Management System, but operational experience since that time has revealed persistent 
challenges related to system flexibility, data accuracy, usability, and its capacity to evolve 
with the Rent Board’s needs; and, 

 
WHEREAS, the Rent Board initiated a new Data System Project in 2025 and conducted 

an internal workshop, a module-by-module system analysis, technical requirements 
gathering, and a public stakeholder survey to identify system deficiencies and priority needs 
for a modern, modular, user‑centered data platform; and, 

 
WHEREAS, on January 20, 2026, the City of Berkeley’s Finance Department issued 

RFP 26‑11777‑C, on behalf of the Rent Board, seeking proposals from qualified vendors to 
design, configure, and implement a Comprehensive Rental Information & Housing Services 
Management System; and, 

 
WHEREAS, four complete proposals were received by the February 18, 2026, 

submission deadline, and a Selection Committee consisting of Rent Board staff and a 
representative from the City of Oakland conducted a structured and comparative evaluation 
of all proposals, including narrative review, live vendor demonstrations, technical capability 
review, security analysis, cost evaluation, and reference checks; and, 

 
WHEREAS, based on the totality of the evaluation criteria, the Selection Committee 

determined that EcoMetricx, LLC submitted the highest‑ranked proposal, demonstrating the 
strongest alignment with the Rent Board’s functional needs, technical requirements, 
implementation schedule, long‑term system adaptability, and value; and, 

 
WHEREAS, on April 2, 2026, the Executive Director issued a Notice of Intent to Award 

identifying EcoMetricx, LLC as the intended contract awardee, consistent with the competitive 
procurement process and City requirements; and, 

 
WHEREAS, EcoMetricx’s pricing proposal includes a fixed‑fee implementation cost of 

$515,700 and ongoing operations and maintenance services in the amount of  $8,000 per 
month (subject to CPI adjustments), plus estimated third‑party technology costs ranging from 
$25,600 to $43,000 annually, producing a projected 5‑year cost not to exceed $1,200,000; 
and, 



 
 

 
RESOLUTION 26-16 

AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE A CONTRACT 
WITH ECOMETRICX, LLC FOR DEVELOPMENT, IMPLEMENTATION, OPERATIONS, AND 
MAINTENANCE OF THE BERKELEY RENT STABILIZATION BOARD’S COMPREHENSIVE 
RENTAL INFORMATION AND HOUSING SERVICES MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (RFP 
26‑11777‑C), FOR AN INITIAL FIVE-YEAR TERM WITH TWO ONE-YEAR OPTIONS TO 
EXTEND, IN AN AGGREGATE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,200,000 (Page 2) 

 
 
WHEREAS, sufficient funds are available in the Rent Board’s FY 2025‑26 

adopted budget to initiate the contract, and additional funding for development, 
implementation, operations, maintenance, and third‑party technology services will be 
included in the FY 2026‑27 and subsequent budget cycles; and 

 
WHEREAS, authorizing the Executive Director to negotiate and execute a 

contract with EcoMetricx, LLC will allow the agency to proceed with a critical system 
replacement initiative necessary to improve data accuracy, administrative efficiency, 
public accessibility, and service delivery for Berkeley tenants and landlords. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Rent Stabilization Board that the Executive 
Director is authorized to negotiate and execute a contract with EcoMetricx, LLC, for the 
development, implementation, operations and maintenance, and related third‑party 
technology services necessary for the Comprehensive Rental Information and Housing 
Services Management System, for a initial term of five (5) years, with the option to extend for 
two additional one-year periods, in an aggregate amount not to exceed $1,200,000, pursuant 
to RFP 26‑11777‑C. 
 
Dated: April 16, 2026 
 
Adopted by the Rent Stabilization Board by the following vote: 

YES: 
NO: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 

 
        
 Soli Alpert, Chairperson 
 Rent Stabilization Board   

 
 
 
Attest:        

DéSeana Williams, Executive Director 



Internal 

Finance Department 

General Services Division 

 

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704  Tel: 510.981.7320  TDD: 510.981.6903 

E-mail: purchasing@berkeleyca.org Website: cityofberkeley.info/finance/ 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (RFP) 
Specification No. 26-11777-C 

FOR 
BERKELEY RENT STABILIZATION BOARD COMPREHENSIVE RENTAL INFORMATION AND 

HOUSING SERVICES MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
PROPOSALS WILL NOT BE OPENED AND READ PUBLICLY 

Dear Proposer: 

The City of Berkeley is soliciting written proposals from qualified firms or individuals to implement, operate and 
maintain a comprehensive modern data system and CRM solution that links all aspects of Rent Stabilization Board 
work including property and unit registration, housing counseling, mediation, petitions and hearings, planning, 
finance, data analysis/reports, workflow management and online services. This RFP is not an Invitation to Bid (ITB) 
and although price is very important, many other factors will be evaluated to select the most-qualified vendor. 

The project scope, content of proposal, and vendor selection process are summarized in the RFP (attached). Proposals 
must be received no later than 2:00 pm, on Wednesday, February 18, 2026. Proposals are to be sent via email 
with the “Specification No. 26-11777-C and “Comprehensive Rental Information and Housing Services 
Management System” clearly indicated in the subject line of the email. Please submit one (1) PDF of the technical 
Proposal with the filename saved as, “Proposal: Vendor Name - YY-#####, Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board 
Comprehensive Rental Information and Housing Services Management System.” Corresponding pricing 
proposal shall be submitted as a separate document with the filename saved as, “Pricing: Vendor Name - YY-#####, 
Comprehensive Rental Information and Housing Services Management System.” 

Email Proposals to: 

City of Berkeley 
Finance Department/General Services Division 

Solicitations@berkeleyca.gov 
 

Proposals will not be accepted after the date and time stated above. Incomplete proposal or proposals that do not 
conform to the requirements specified herein will not be considered. Issuance of the RFP does not obligate the City 
to award a contract, nor is the City liable for any costs incurred by the proposer in the preparation and submittal of 
proposals for the subject work. The City retains the right to award all or parts of this contract to several bidders, to 
not select any bidders, and/or to re-solicit proposals. The act of submitting a proposal is a declaration that the proposer 
has read the RFP and understands all the requirements and conditions. 

For questions concerning the anticipated work, or scope of the project, please contact Andrew Chang, Principal 
Program Manager, via email at achang@berkeleyca.gov no later than Monday, February 2, 2026. Answers to 
questions will not be provided by telephone or email. Answers to all questions or any addenda will be posted on the 
City of Berkeley’s site at Bid & Proposal Opportunities | City of Berkeley (berkeleyca.gov). It is the vendor’s 
responsibility to check this site. For general questions concerning the submittal process, contact purchasing at 510-
981-7320. 

We look forward to receiving and reviewing your proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Henry Oyekanmi 

Finance Director 

mailto:purchasing@berkeleyca.org
mailto:Solicitations@berkeleyca.gov
https://berkeleyca.gov/doing-business/working-city/bid-proposal-opportunities
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1. SUMMARY

The Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board (Rent Board) is soliciting proposals for a Comprehensive Rental
Information and Housing Services Management System that will serve as a centralized, cloud-based platform to
support the agency’s full range of regulatory and public service functions.

To fulfill its mission of promoting housing stability, equity, and transparency, the agency requires a modern,
modular, and user-friendly platform that is highly configurable, modular, and scalable – capable of adapting to
evolving legal requirements, policy changes, and operational workflows.

The new system should integrate core Rent Board functions such as rental property registration, tenancy tracking,
case management and CRM functions, document management, public communication, financial services such as
fee collection and budgetary analysis, and data analytics into a single, user-friendly environment.

The Rent Board seeks a solution that empowers staff to work efficiently and collaboratively to solve problems;
enhances service delivery and transparency to landlords, tenants, and other agency clients; and ensures long-term
sustainability through interoperability, accessibility, flexibility, and performance.

2. SCHEDULE

Items due must be submitted by 5:00 PM Pacific on the due date unless indicated otherwise. All dates are subject
to change; changes to the schedule will be communicated to potential bidders via an addendum to the RFP.

Milestone Date 

RFP Issued to Potential Bidders January 21, 2026 

OPTIONAL Pre-Bid Meeting January 28, 2026, 9:00am – 10:00 am Pacific 

• Zoom Meeting Link:
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_zsCpfI6VRweXwO4EtQb4og

• Zoom Webinar ID: 859 1163 6086
• Passcode: 053101

Interested vendors must register in advance using 
the Zoom Meeting Link above. 

Questions Due from Potential Bidders February 2, 2026 

Proposals Due from Bidders February 18, 2026 

Anticipated Award of Contract April 2026 (TBD) 

Anticipated Notice to Proceed to 
Selected Vendor 

May 2026 (TBD) 

3. BACKGROUND

The Rent Board administers one of the most comprehensive rent regulation programs in California. Established
by voter initiative in 1980, the Rent Stabilization and Eviction for Good Cause Ordinance (Ordinance) was
designed to address a persistent housing crisis by protecting tenants from excessive rent increases and arbitrary
evictions, while ensuring fair returns for property owners. The Rent Board plays a critical role in tracking rental
housing trends, limiting residential rent increases, enforcing eviction protections, and supporting low and
moderate-income tenants who would otherwise be priced out of Berkeley’s high-cost housing market.

Today, the Rent Board registers and processes registration fees for over 11,000 rental properties citywide and
provides a suite of services that housing counseling; legal compliance monitoring; public education; landlord-
tenant mediation; and rental housing-related planning and development application review. The Rent Board also
coordinates closely with other City of Berkeley (City) agencies to assist with the implementation of other housing
programs such as Berkeley’s Short-term Rental Ordinance, the Empty Homes Tax, and Fair Chance Ordinance.

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zsCpfI6VRweXwO4EtQb4og
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zsCpfI6VRweXwO4EtQb4og
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In 2020, the Rent Board selected a new vendor to replace its legacy system with a cloud-based Software as a 
Service (SaaS) platform intended to integrate its former Rent Tracking System and case management system. 
The Rent Board’s current Rent Registry launched in 2021 and now serves as the Rent Board’s primary property 
database and case management system. The contract with the selected vendor specified a maximum of a 7-year 
contract term, and the current contract is set to expire in September of 2027.  

In accordance with governmental procurement best practices, the Rent Board is issuing this new competitive RFP 
to solicit the most-qualified vendors to provide this critical technology service and to ensure sufficient 
development time for a smooth transition to a new system, should a new vendor be selected. This solicitation 
reflects the Rent Board’s ongoing commitment to modernizing its operations and ensuring that its regulatory and 
service delivery functions are supported by a robust, integrated, and adaptable technology platform. 

The Rent Board aims to implement a new system by April of 2027 in time for the fiscal year 2027-2028 
registration period, with a 90-day stabilization and knowledge transfer period following completion of all system 
requirements. 

4. DRIVERS AND NEEDS 

The goal of this project is to replace the Rent Board’s current system with a modern, modular, and scalable cloud-
based system that supports the full range of the agency’s operational, regulatory, and public service functions. 
The Rent Board’s current system was launched in 2021 to consolidate multiple business processes into a 
centralized, cloud-hosted platform and was designed to manage core agency functions including rent registration, 
tenancy data tracking, housing counseling, hearings, petition workflows, public inquiries, and financial 
transactions. While the current system improves on previous systems in several ways, the overall interface and 
workflow processes are less efficient in many cases and often take more staff time when compared to previous, 
customized software solutions. Since inception, the implementation has presented several ongoing challenges for 
Rent Board staff:  

• Limited configurability: Many workflows are rigid or hard-coded, making it difficult to adjust to new 
regulations, policies, or procedures without vendor intervention. 

• Integration constraints: The system does not integrate seamlessly with other tools, such as the City’s GIS 
platform, financial systems, or external data sources. 

• Performance issues: Staff have experienced slow load times, limited dashboard functionality, and 
inconsistent system behavior that hinders productivity and public service. 

• Reliance on outside tools: To supplement the system, staff rely on Property Finder, a custom dashboard tool 
used to research property and unit data designed for the previous Rent Boad system, and are constantly 
exporting, sorting and filtering both standard and customized reports. 

To assess the public user experience, the Rent Board solicited feedback on our current system from Berkeley 
landlords and tenants. Landlords, who must register their rental properties and pay fees, specifically reported 
difficulties in the following areas: setting up an account, understanding what they owed in registration fees, and 
general user friendliness. Landlords desired the following top three additional online services:  

1. Book a housing counseling appointment 
2. Automatic payments 
3. Submit a petition 

The system only offers tenants the ability to look up certain property/unit information. For this limited purpose, 
tenants rated it as adequate, but desired the following top three additional online services: 

1. Book a housing counselor appointment 
2. Submit a petition 
3. Submit a notice that tenancy information is incorrect 

User feedback also suggests that the quality of a person’s initial experiences with the system is a predictor of 
future use. For example, landlords who had negative initial experiences expressed a commitment to paper forms 
and more analogue payment methods going forward despite later system improvements. This underscores the 
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desire for a System that upon launch allows users to easily and intuitively obtain services from and conduct 
business with the Rent Board. 

Accordingly, the Rent Board seeks a system that is: 

• User-centered, offering intuitive interfaces for internal users to manage business processes; for clients 
to interact with the Rent Board and comply with the RSO; and for the general public to understand the 
Rent Board’s work in advancing housing stability, equity, and transparency in Berkeley’s rental housing 
market. 

• Modular, flexible and configurable, allowing staff to manage and adapt workflows in response to the 
changing regulatory environment. 

• Cloud-based and secure, with scalable infrastructure and strong data protection including SOC 2 Type 
II and ISO 27001 compliance. 

• Integrated, enabling seamless coordination internally between all Rent Board workflows from rental 
and property registration, finance and payment processing to housing counselor case management, as 
well as externally with other City departments and external partners. 

• Accessible and multilingual, ensuring inclusive service delivery for Berkeley’s diverse community. 
• Insightful, with built-in analytics and dashboards that are customizable to each user, show a clear picture 

of all activity related to a particular property and ensure date is aligned in order to support accurate data-
informed decision making. 

The new system must be designed to serve all Rent Board workgroups through a unified platform that enables 
seamless interoperability between modules and supports cross-functional workflows. 

The Rent Board envisions that the new system will:  

• Seamlessly integrate with online payment processing. 
• Provide staff with easy access to related property documents through a comprehensive document 

management system.  
• Serve as the Rent Board’s case management system, rental registry, document management system and 

CRM. 
• Track and report on all payments received, and be able to provide reports, analytics, and dashboards for 

all Rent Board functions. 
• Be configurable and expandable to support changes in business processes, regulatory requirements, and 

the types of data being collected and tracked over time. 

To ensure alignment with broader City infrastructure and strategic goals, the system must integrate effectively 
with the City’s Finance, GIS, and other related IT supported systems. It must also provide multilingual, Web 
Content and Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) compliant user interfaces to ensure equitable access for all users, 
including those with disabilities and those with limited English proficiency. 

The platform must deliver measurable performance results, including system uptime of at least 99.95% and 
average response times of under three seconds for all user-facing functions. A robust document management 
system is also required to support the secure storage, retrieval, and sharing of case files, forms, and 
correspondence across departments. 

The selected vendor must also support a hybrid of Agile development methodologies that combines the structure 
of phased development with the flexibility of Agile methodology, and show a commitment to collaborative 
project management practices, enabling iterative design, stakeholder feedback, and continuous improvement 
throughout the entire implementation lifecycle. 

Lastly, the selected vendor must also provide comprehensive training, support, and documentation to ensure that 
Rent Board staff can fully utilize the system’s capabilities, including role-based training for different user groups 
and ongoing support for system administrators. 



City of Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board              Specification No. 26-11777-C                  Page 4 of 20 
Comprehensive Rental Information and Housing Services Management System    Release Date 01/21/26 

 

 

5. EXPECTED SYSTEM OVERVIEW 

The Rent Board seeks to bring all of its core business functions under a single modular system that upon full 
implementation will allow staff to record and update data on rental properties; track and manage their associated 
rent and tenancy information; track counseling cases associated with properties and individual clients; track and 
manage workflows for petitions, hearings, and mediations; manage financial functions including fees, billings, 
and collections; and create and manage these processes with built-in user roles and workflow functionality. 

Crucially, because the Rent Board’s regulations and underlying ordinances are subject to future changes, the 
system must also be able to allow for the creation and integration of new business modules and workflows. 

The New System will need to store all data in a single source of data or database, irrespective of its being used 
by the internal users (Rent Board staff) or the external users (landlords and tenants), to be joined with migrated 
historical data and user information from the current systems in place. Once the new system is successfully 
launched, the Rent Board plans to retire its current system and any other auxiliary tools. 

5.1. System Implementation 

The Rent Board assumes that this development of the New System will be executed in multiple phases: 

• Phase I will consist of New System implementation, during which the Contractor will develop and 
configure the New System.  

• Phase II will consist of acceptance of the New System, during which the Contractor will demonstrate 
that all the requirements listed in Exhibit A and any new requirements identified during the 
implementation phase are successfully met.  

• Phase III will consist of operation and maintenance of the New System, during which the Contractor 
will be responsible for ensuring that the New System is always operational and functions without 
any issues or errors. 

• Phase IV will consist of end-of-life support and transition services. 

5.2. Required Modules 

The following section provides a high-level overview of each of the Rent Board’s desired business modules. 
Additional details on the desired functions that support the Rent Board’s existing business processes are 
provided in APPENDIX A – HIGH LEVEL FUNCTIONAL REQUIREMENTS. Please note that this is 
not a substitute for the vendor to conduct a comprehensive Business Process Analysis during the 
development phase to align the Agency’s business needs and the system capabilities. 
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5.2.1. Registration  

The Registration Module should serve as the foundation for recording, maintaining, and updating all rental 
property and unit registration data, including coverage status, exemptions, rent history, and ownership 
information. It must support accurate, real-time data entry and retrieval by staff and the public, while ensuring 
transparency, accessibility, and security. The Registration Module must support the following basic 
functions:  

• Registration Intake & Records Updates 
• Property & Unit Records 
• Coverage, Exemptions, and Compliance  
• Rent History & Adjustments  
• Workflows & Case Management  
• Reporting & Transparency  

5.2.2. Housing Counseling  

The Rent Board’s Housing Counseling staff aims to provide counseling services that inform the public about 
tenants’ rights and landlord obligations, provide education about the Ordinance and regulations, provide and 
track referrals to partner agencies, and ensure continuity of service from initial counseling to potential petition 
filing, all while maintaining continuity and compliance with all privacy standards. 

The Housing Counseling Module should provide Housing Counselors with interfaces to track and maintain 
client cases and detailed case notes; track referrals to external resources; link cases with each other and with 
associated properties; integrate with other Rent Board modules; and be able to support these functions for 
over 10,000 cases per year.  

The Housing Counseling Module must support the following functions:  

• Client Intake & Case Creation  
• Counseling Services & Case Notes 
• Referrals and External Resources  
• Workflow, Escalation, and Case Linking  
• Data Management and Reporting 

5.2.3. Petition Lifecycle 

Petitions are a key component of the Rent Board’s regulatory powers, and the agency requires the new system 
to provide the capability to electronically manage the complete lifecycle of landlord and tenant petitions 
under the Rent Stabilization Ordinance, from online submission by clients and intake by staff, through 
scheduling of hearings, determinations, and archival. This needs to be done in a manner that is legally 
compliant, transparent, and auditable. 

The Rent Board also administers a Mediation program subject to many of the same requirements, and the 
Agency requires a system that provides the capability to track applications and intake of mediation requests; 
manage internal and external communications; and track associated documentation. 

The Petitions Lifecycle Module must meet these standards and include the following components:  

• Petition Intake & Submission 
• Mediation Intake & Tracking  
• Case Assignment & Workflow Management 
• Scheduling & Notifications 
• Hearings & Determinations 
• Communication & Collaboration 

5.2.4. Finance 

The new system shall provide a comprehensive financial management system that integrates Registration and 
Petition Lifecycle data and supports the Rent Board’s fee-for-service structure by accurately recording, 
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processing, and reconciling registration payments, penalties, adjustments, and related transactions, and 
maintains audit-readiness, real-time accuracy, and integration across modules and fiscal years.  

The Finance Module should support all the following functions: 

• Payment Intake & Processing  
• Account Management & Adjustments  
• Reconciliation, Reporting, & Auditing  
• Integration, Oversight, & Controls  
• Advanced Financial Automation & Analytics  
• Budget Tracking & Expenditure Reporting  

5.2.5. Document Management 

The System shall include a robust, fully integrated Document Management System (DMS) that supports the 
Rent Board’s regulatory, petition services, financial, and public-facing operations, as well as historical and 
current property files. The DMS must allow staff to securely store, organize, retrieve, retain, and disclose 
documents in a manner that supports daily operations, public records obligations, audits, and legal 
proceedings. 

The DMS may be delivered as a native module of the proposed system or through a tightly integrated third-
party platform. Regardless of the approach, the DMS must deliver a unified user experience, consistent 
permissions, and centralized search within the System. General requirements are described below, with 
additional detail found in Appendix A.   

• Document Organization and Record Linking: The system shall allow documents to be associated 
with multiple record types, such as properties, units, owners, tenants, cases, and payments. It must 
support many-to-many relationships and configurable metadata fields that administrators can modify 
without vendor assistance. 

• Search, Retrieval, and Usability: The system shall provide full-text and OCR-based search across 
all documents, with filters for metadata, record type, date, and tags. It must support bulk upload, 
drag-and-drop intake, and common file formats like PDF, Word, Excel, and images. 

• Auditability, Versioning, and Legal Defensibility: The system shall maintain a complete audit trail 
of document actions and support version control for viewing and restoring prior versions. It must 
include legal hold functionality to suspend retention for records under litigation or audit. 

• Access Control and Security: The system shall enforce role-based access controls down to the 
document level and segregate internal-only documents from public ones. Permissions must be 
configurable for staff, supervisors, administrators, and external users. 

• Retention, Archiving, and Public Records Compliance: The system shall support configurable 
retention schedules and automated workflows for disposition with approval controls. It must generate 
logs for disposition and destruction to meet audit and compliance requirements. 

• Templates, Output, and Disclosure Support: The system shall support document templates and 
standardized outputs for notices, letters, and decisions. It must enable document packages for 
hearings or disclosures and provide redaction tools or workflows for public-facing records.  

• Performance, Scale, and Integration: The system shall scale to handle historical archives and 
ongoing growth without performance degradation. It must integrate with identity management, 
email, collaboration tools, and external platforms like Microsoft 365, while providing unified access 
and search. 

• Electronic Signature Support: Support electronic signatures through native functionality or 
integration with third-party tools.  

5.2.6. Cross-Module Integration and Analytics 

The new system shall be designed to support seamless cross-module integration and robust analytics 
capabilities across all operational areas of the Rent Board. 

Cross-Module Integration 
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The new system must enable data sharing, workflow coordination, and reporting across modules such as 
Registration, Finance, Housing Counseling, Petitions, DMS, and Analytics. The new system must ensure 
that: 

• All modules operate within a unified platform and share a common data architecture. 
• Real-time data synchronization occurs between modules. 
• Business rules, user roles, and permissions must be consistently applied across modules. 
• Workflow triggers and notifications must be able to span multiple modules (e.g., a petition filing 

triggering updates in registration and finance modules). 

Analytics and Reporting 

The system must include built-in analytics tools that allow staff to generate reports, dashboards, and 
visualizations across modules. Built-in analytic tools must: 

• Allow users to create custom reports using filters, date ranges, and data fields from multiple modules. 
• Support role-based access to analytics, ensuring that users only see data relevant to their 

responsibilities. 
• Support export to common formats (e.g., Excel, PDF, CSV) and allow for scheduled report 

generation. 
• Provide performance metrics and operational insights, including case resolution times, fee collection 

rates, property and rental unit status characteristics, and service volume trends. 

5.3. Hosting & Data 

The Rent Board expects that the proposed system be built using a widely used modern technology stack that 
is scalable and flexible to the Rent Board’s needs.  

The Rent Board intends for this system to be hosted on the cloud. The selected Vendor must maintain the 
hosted cloud and software, or, if proposing to partner with a 3rd-party hosting solution, the Vendor must 
manage and maintain the 3rd-party hosted solution on behalf of the Rent Board.   

5.4. System Security & Integration 

The System must provide the capability for Rent Board administrators to define different access levels by 
user roles and security groups across all modules created. The System must follow nationally recognized data 
security standards that protect sensitive information and prevent unauthorized access and demonstrate that 
systems they have developed have zero unresolved material security breaches in the past three years.  

The selected system must follow nationally recognized data security standards and comply with and pass all 
security metrics and requirements governed by the City of Berkeley Information Technology Department. 
Sample contract language related to these requirements can be found in Appendix C – Privacy, Security, 
and Resilience.  

In their response to this RFP, vendors should also provide:  

• Specifications for their own privacy and security standards including all relevant security certificates 
• Disclosure of any material security incidents within the last 3 years, and describe the nature of the 

incident remediation steps taken, and current controls. A sample incident response plan 

Additionally, the Rent Board prefers a system with the following capabilities:  

• Integration with Microsoft Active Directory  
• Integration with Microsoft Office 365 applications including Teams, SharePoint, and Outlook-based 

employee calendar and e-mail services for auto-notification and scheduling purposes. 

5.5. Accessibility Compliance 

The System must be capable to provide multilingual, WCAG 2.1 Level AA compliant user interfaces to 
ensure equitable access for all users, including those with disabilities and those with limited English 



City of Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board              Specification No. 26-11777-C                  Page 8 of 20 
Comprehensive Rental Information and Housing Services Management System    Release Date 01/21/26 

 

 

proficiency. The system should be adaptable to any changes in ADA rules related to the accessibility of web 
content and mobile applications provided by state or local governments.  

6. SCOPE OF SERVICES 

The selected vendor (“Contractor”) will be responsible for the full lifecycle delivery of a modern, modular, 
and scalable data system that meets the strategic goals and functional expectations outlined in the Drivers 
and Needs and Expected System Overview sections of this RFP. These sections define the Rent Board’s 
vision for a unified, cloud-based platform that supports all operational, regulatory, and public service 
functions, and serves as the foundation for long-term modernization and service delivery.  

More granular functional requirements defining the Rent Board’s existing business process needs can be 
found in Appendix A – High-Level Functional Requirements. Please note that vendor proposals are not 
required to respond to every single functional requirement listed in Appendix A. These requirements provide 
information for vendors to understand the detailed workflows the Rent Board currently implements, but are 
not a substitute for the expected Business Process Discovery & Analysis Phase as outlined in section A of 
the Scope of Services below. 

6.1. Business Analysis 

The Contractor shall begin the project with a comprehensive Business Process Discovery and Analysis 
Phase to ensure the proposed system is aligned with the Rent Board’s actual workflows, operational needs, 
and strategic goals. This phase is foundational and must precede any system design or development activities. 

Deliverables: 
• A-1: Business Requirements Document (BRD): A comprehensive summary of functional needs, 

workflows, and user expectations. 
• A-2 Functional Specifications Document (FSD): A detailed mapping of business processes to 

system features, including data flows, user roles, and integration points. 
• A-3 Process Flow Diagrams: Visual representations of current and proposed workflows across all 

modules. 
• A-4 Gap Analysis Report: Identification of areas where current systems fall short and 

recommendations for improvement. 
• A-5 Preliminary Data Migration Plan: Outline of data sources, formats, and strategies for 

consolidating historical records into the new system. 

6.2. System Development 

Following completion of the Business Process Discovery and Analysis Phase, the Contractor shall begin full 
implementation of the New System. This phase includes the design, development, configuration, testing, and 
deployment of all system modules and components, in alignment with the Rent Board’s validated 
requirements.  

The selected Vendor must incorporate the migration of data from the current system and potentially other 
legacy systems into a single database, ensuring continuity of operations and data integrity. The Contractor 
shall be responsible for mapping, validating, and importing all relevant data into the New System. The Data 
Migration Plan and Execution must clearly identify which data categories will be fully migrated, archived 
for reference, or maintained in a read-only legacy environment.  

The System Resiliency Plan (SRP) shall address all activities to achieve reliability and resiliency through 
high availability, fault tolerance, and disaster recovery, including those that are to be performed to ensure 
continued operation of each of the dissemination services under disaster failure conditions. Disasters shall 
include natural and human-made disasters including acts of terrorism. 

The Contractor shall create detailed requirements for each of the process areas in the New System and obtain 
approval from Rent Board staff before implementation. The Rent Board expects the system development and 
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implementation to be a collaborative process where Rent Board staff actively participate in the design of user 
and business workflows. 

Note that although final versions of these documents are to be delivered to the Rent Board during this phase, 
they are living documents that may be updated during the operations phase as feature changes occur. 

Deliverables: 
• B-1 System Design Document  
• B-2 UI/UX Wireframes 
• B-3 UI/UX Final Designs 
• B-4 Review Environment 
• B-5 Data Migration Plan & Execution 
• B-6 System Installation & Production 
• B-7 Administration Manual 
• B-8 Acceptance Test Plan 
• B-9 System Resiliency Plan 

6.3. System Integration, Testing, and Verification  

Integrate all modules into a unified platform with real-time data synchronization. Conduct acceptance testing 
in accordance with the approved test plan. Submit a System Verification Report (SVR) documenting test 
results and resolution of issues. 

Deliverables: 
• C-1 Acceptance testing sessions 
• C-1 System Verification Review (SVR) within 10 business days of test 

6.4. Training and Knowledge Transfer 

Develop and execute a multi-tiered training program tailored to user roles (e.g., end-users, supervisors, 
system administrators). Deliver training via instructor-led workshops, interactive simulations, and recorded 
tutorials. Provide a Training Summary Report and conduct formal knowledge transfer sessions. 

Deliverables: 
• D-1 Training plan and schedule 
• D-2 Training materials (written and video) 
• D-3 Training Sessions 
• D-4 Training Summary Report 
• D-5 Knowledge Transfer Completion Report 

6.5. Operational Readiness Review and System Launch 

Facilitate an Operational Readiness Review (ORR) to confirm system readiness for launch. Repeat ORR 
process until Rent Board certifies that all requirements are met, staff are trained, and interfaces are 
operational. 

Deliverables: 
• E-1 ORR certification: The Contractor shall certify as part of the ORR that all requirements have 

been validated, all personnel have been trained, all hardware and software are in full operational 
condition, and all external interfaces are fully operational. Any items that are deemed not ready by 
Rent Board staff for operational release shall be migrated backward for rework and retesting, and the 
ORR shall be repeated. 

• E-2 Final readiness checklist 
• E-3 Final data migration from current system 
• E-4 New system launch: Once the New System has been installed and training has been completed, 

the Contractor shall execute the transition plan and prepare for cutover to the New System. 
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• E-5 Post Transition Report: The Contractor shall conduct the transition activities in the transition 
plan and provide a Post Transition Report to the Rent Board certifying successful transition and 
cutover. 

6.6. System Operations and Maintenance 

Upon acceptance and deployment of the New System, the Contractor shall continuously and comprehensively 
operate, maintain, and provide continuous improvements to the System for the term of the contract or until 
such time that the Rent Board notifies the Contractor in writing that the service is no longer needed and can 
be deactivated or put in a state where operation and maintenance is not required.  

Operations shall be segmented into two main categories: 1) Operation and Maintenance; and 2) Continuous 
Improvement and Ongoing Development.  

6.6.1. Operation and Maintenance 

The Contractor shall provide ongoing support, maintenance, and performance monitoring. Proactively 
recommend enhancements and manage system capacity. Respond to issues per service-level agreements 
(SLAs). The Contractor shall include the operation and maintenance activities outlined below to ensure 
continuous and optimum operation and performance of the System. 

• Proactive and timely application of software upgrades, replacements, and/or modernizations. 
• Communications network and systems management, upgrades, replacements, and/or 

modernizations. 
• Data interface/integration management; troubleshooting and repair. 
• Customer/user comment-based investigations, corrective actions and reports; 
• Required systems and network maintenance, troubleshooting, and repair. 
• Documentation management. 
• QA/QC of the overall system. 
• Performance monitoring. 
• Periodic testing and verification of system performance and configuration management. 
• Bug fixes. 
• Routine preventative maintenance. 
• Respond to critical issues per the service-level requirements; and 
• Monitor feedback and make adjustments as necessary. 

The Contractor shall ensure that all operational procedures are documented in the Operations Manual. 

Deliverables: 
• F-1 Ongoing system maintenance 
• F-2 Monthly system performance reports 

6.6.2. Continuous Improvement and Ongoing Development  

The Rent Board anticipates that there will be opportunities and requirements to make improvements and/or 
develop new services/functionality to either the deployed New System or to design, develop and deploy new 
services. This section provides the requirements to enable the Rent Board and the Contractor to engage in 
activities to support improvement and development actions outside of Operations and Maintenance.  

Deliverables: 
• F-3 Improvements and New Developments: The services provided pursuant to this requirement 

shall be provided on a Time and Material basis upon direction from and approval by the Rent 
Board. 

• F-4 Updated documentation as needed 
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6.7. End-of-Life Support  

The System End-of-Life (EOL) will be initiated by the Rent Board to transition from the New System to 
another system, or to shut the New System down and end the life cycle process. Contractor must prepare 
system for decommissioning or transitioning to a future platform. Archiving or transferring all data, 
documentation, and software. Submit a Transition Report certifying completion of all EOL activities. 

Deliverables: 
• G-1 Disposition Plan 
• G-2 Transition Report 
• G-3 Archived materials 

7. PROPOSER MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 

Proposals must demonstrate that the firm or team submitting the proposal (“proposer”) meets the following 
minimum qualifications to be eligible for consideration for this project.  

• The proposer must have a minimum of 3 years of experience in development, deployment, operations, 
and maintenance of rent tracking systems or systems similar in nature with comparable functions. 

• The proposer must have a minimum of 3 years of experience in developing solutions using the 
platform/tool being proposed. 

• The proposer must have worked on at least 3 projects in which it provided similar solutions and services 
within the last 5 years, including at least two or more municipal housing system implementations within 
this time frame. 

• The proposer must demonstrate thorough knowledge of and experience in mapping business processes 
to system requirements and developing them into functional systems. 

• The proposer must demonstrate successful experience in migrating data from old systems to new systems. 
• The proposer must provide active system URLs and client references. 
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8. SELECTION CRITERIA 

The Rent Board will convene a selection panel consisting of City staff and subject-matter experts to evaluate 
and score all submittals. The panel will consider all the below criteria, though not exclusively, to determine the 
most-qualified vendor. 

Criteria Criteria Description Percentage 
Project 
Approach 

The Proposer’s approach to the project as described in the Work Plan and 
Qualifications, including Project Methodology, Business Process Analysis, 
Project Team Structure, risk management and client/stakeholder 
communications plan. 

15% 

Implementation 
Timeline 

Does the proposal include an achievable implementation schedule that 
reflects the phased delivery model outlined in the Scope of Services. The 
timeline should include major milestones for business process discovery, 
system configuration, testing, training, and deployment. 

5% 

Functional Fit 
& Technical 
Architecture 

How well proposed system supports the Rent Board’s core operational 
areas, including rental property registration, housing counseling, petition 
lifecycle management, finance, document management, and cross-module 
analytics. 

Evidence system is built on a modern, secure, and scalable architecture that 
supports modular configuration, cloud deployment, and integration with 
external systems. Evaluation will consider system stability, maintainability, 
and the ability to adapt to future policy or operational changes without 
requiring significant redevelopment. 

30% 

User 
Experience & 
Accessibility 

Evaluation will consider interface design, ease of navigation, mobile 
responsiveness, multilingual support, and compliance with accessibility 
standards (e.g., WCAG 2.1 Level AA). 

15% 

Experience & 
References 

Proposer’s demonstrated experience in delivering similar systems for public 
agencies, particularly rent stabilization programs, housing departments, or 
regulatory bodies. Proposers should demonstrate familiarity with 
government operations, compliance requirements, and public-facing service 
delivery. 

10% 

Support and 
Maintenance 

How well do proposers describe their approach to post-implementation 
support, including help desk services, system monitoring, updates, and issue 
resolution. Preference will be given to vendors offering proactive support, 
clear service-level agreements (SLAs), and ongoing training and system 
optimization.  

10% 

Reasonableness 
of Cost 

Evaluation will consider the total cost of ownership, including initial 
implementation, licensing, training, data migration, hosting, and ongoing 
support. Proposers must provide a transparent cost structure that accounts 
for both one-time and recurring expenses. Cost proposals will be assessed in 
relation to the value and functionality delivered, not solely on price. 

15% 

 TOTAL 100% 
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9. CONTRACT TERMS & REQUIREMENTS 

The initial term of the contract(s) will be five (5) years and begin on or about June 18, 2026, and end on June 30, 
2031. The Rent Board reserves the unilateral right to extend the contracts for two (2) additional twelve-month, 
(1) year periods for a total of seven (7) years provided the Contractor satisfactorily meets the City’s needs. The 
Rent Board reserves the right to terminate the contract at any point based on either termination for convenience 
or default, as explained below. 

9.1. Ownership of System/Code/Database and other relevant material 

If the proposed software will be developed specifically for the Rent Board, the source code must be fully 
documented, modularized and commented on, and provided to the Rent Board. Regular source code reviews 
will be required between the selected vendor and the Rent Board, and upon project completion, the Vendor 
must provide the Rent Board with complete access to the source code and documentation of all source code 
developed for the Rent Board under this project. 

When this contract is terminated, Contractor agrees to return to the Rent Board the system in a fully 
operational state, including all code, documents, and other written or graphic material, however produced, 
that it developed or received from the Rent Board, its Contractors, or agents, in connection with the 
performance of its services under this contract. 

Contractor grants the Rent Board a royalty-free, exclusive and irrevocable license to reproduce, publish, use 
and to authorize others to do so, all original computer programs, writings, sound recordings, pictorial 
reproductions, diagrams, charts, computations, drawings, and other works of similar nature produced in the 
course of the performance of this contract. Contractor shall not share or publish any such material without 
the prior written agreement of the Rent Board. 

With the prior written approval of the Rent Board’s Executive Director, the Contractor may use its work for 
reference and as documentation of its experience and capabilities. 

9.2. Termination for Convenience 

The Rent Board may, by written notice to the Contractor, terminate this contract in whole or in part at any 
time, for the Rent Board's convenience. Upon receipt of such notice, the Contractor shall: (a) immediately 
discontinue all services affected (unless the notice directs otherwise), and (b) deliver to the Rent Board all 
system, data, reports, summaries, and such other information and material as may have been prepared or 
developed by the Contractor or its Subcontractors in performing this Contract, whether completed or in 
process. Termination of this Contract shall be as of the date of receipt by the Contractor of such notice. 

Contractor shall submit a final invoice within 60 days of termination, which shall include work completed 
prior to the effective date of termination and other costs reasonably incurred by the Contractor to implement 
the termination. The Rent Board shall review and determine the reasonableness of the charges included in 
the termination invoice. 

The Contractor shall not be entitled to anticipatory or consequential damages as a result of any termination 
under this section. Payment to the Contractor in accordance with this section shall constitute the Contractor's 
exclusive remedy for any termination hereunder.  

9.3. Termination for Default  

The Rent Board may, by written notice to the Contractor, terminate this contract in whole or in part at any 
time because of the failure of the Contractor to fulfill its contractual obligations. This termination shall be 
deemed as a Termination for Default. Upon receipt of such notice, the Contractor shall: (a) immediately 
discontinue all services affected (unless the notice directs otherwise), and (b) deliver to the Rent Board all 
system, data, reports, summaries, and such other information and material as may have been prepared or 
developed by the Contractor or its Subcontractors in performing this contract, whether completed or in 
process. Termination of this contract shall be as of the date of receipt by the Contractor of such notice.  

The Rent Board may take over the work and complete the work by Contractor otherwise. In such case, the 
Contractor shall be liable to the Rent Board for any reasonable costs or damages occasioned to the Rent 
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Board thereby. The expense of completing the work, or any other costs or damages otherwise resulting from 
failure of the Contractor to fulfill its obligations, will be charged to the Contractor and will be deducted by 
the Rent Board out of such payments as may be due or may at any time thereafter become due to the Rent 
Board. If such costs and expenses are in excess of the sum which otherwise would have been payable to the 
Contractor, then the Contractor shall promptly pay the amount of such excess to the Rent Board upon notice 
of the excess so due.  

If, after the notice of termination for failure to fulfill contract obligations, it is determined that the Contractor 
has not so failed, the termination shall be deemed to have been effected for the convenience of the Rent 
Board. 

If in the Rent Board’s reasonable judgment a default can be cured, the Rent Board may issue a Cure Notice 
to the Contractor. If the Contractor fails to cure the default within five (5) days or commence and complete 
the cure in accordance with such additional time limits as may be described in the Cure Notice, the Rent 
Board may terminate for default.  

The Contractor shall not be entitled to anticipatory or consequential damages as a result of any termination 
under this Article. Payment to the Contractor in accordance with this Article shall constitute the Contractor's 
exclusive remedy for any termination hereunder.  

10. SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

The proposal shall be limited to 70 pages, exclusive of resumes, sample documentation, certifications, cost 
proposal, and documentation of financial standing. Front and back covers and the table of contents are not counted 
toward the page limit. Submissions must be submitted in .PDF format and emailed to: 

City of Berkeley 
Finance Department/General Services Division 

Solicitations@berkeleyca.gov 
 

10.1. Cover Letter 

(2 pages maximum) 

A brief cover letter introducing the firm, identifying the primary contact, and confirming the proposer’s intent 
to be bound by the proposal. 

A transmittal letter signed by an official authorized to solicit business and enter into contracts for the firm 
and containing the name and telephone number of a contact person, if different from the signatory. Indicate 
whether there are any conflicts of interest, actual or apparent, that would limit the proposer’s ability to provide 
the requested services and describe the plan for mitigating such conflicts. Acknowledge the receipt of this 
RFP and any addendum to the RFP. Indicate that the proposal is a firm offer to enter into a contract to perform 
work related to this RFP for a period of 180 days from the due date for proposals or from the best and final 
offer (BAFO), if applicable. 

10.2. Title Page & Contractor Identification 

A title page that includes the RFP subject, the name of proposer’s firm, the firm's principal place of business 
(see section VII, F. – Local Vendor Preference), the name and telephone number of the contact person. 
Contact person’s email address, the company tax identification number, and the date. 

10.3. Table of Contents 

(2 pages maximum) 

A table of contents that includes a clear identification of the material by section and page number. 

10.4. Executive Summary 

(5 pages maximum) 

mailto:Solicitations@berkeleyca.gov
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A concise overview of the proposed solution, highlighting how it addresses the Drivers and Needs and 
Expected System Overview. 

This section should clearly convey the proposer’s understanding of the nature of the work and the general 
approach to be taken and identify any specific considerations. It should include, but not be limited to, the 
following:  

1. A summary of proposed approach, platform, and solution being proposed, including how it addresses 
the current challenges being faced by the Rent Board; and 

2. The assumptions made in selecting the approach. 

10.5. Work Plan 

(30 pages maximum) 

A detailed plan describing how proposer will perform tasks outlined in the Scope of Services. The work plan 
must include: 

• A phase implementation timeline with key milestones, deliverables, and dependences. 
• A description of the proposed approach to business process analysis, system configuration, testing, 

training, and system launch. 
• Reference to processes related key deliverables expected during implementation, including Business 

process discovery and analysist, system design and configurations, data migration, user acceptance 
testing, training and knowledge transfer, operational readiness and system launch, and End-of-life 
Transition. 

• Identification of project team roles and responsibilities for the entire life span of the project. 
• A strategy for stakeholder engagement, sprint reviews and feedback integration. 

This section should present a work plan for the tasks described in the Scope of Services. The proposed work 
plan should: 

1. Discuss how the proposer will perform the identified tasks. Identify the deliverables and propose a 
schedule. The proposal should discuss the tasks in sufficient detail to demonstrate a clear 
understanding of the project and component tasks. The proposal may include additional tasks or sub-
tasks the proposer believes are necessary to accomplish the project goals. The schedule should show 
the expected sequence of tasks, subtasks, and milestones. 

2. Provide a staffing plan for each task. Provide an organizational chart that shows roles and 
responsibilities of key personnel and the reporting structure, including reporting and communication 
relationships between the Rent Board, proposer staff, and Subcontractors, if any. 

3. Describe the approach to managing resources and maintaining quality results. Include a description 
of the role of any Subcontractors, their specific responsibilities, and how their work will be 
supervised to maintain quality results. 

4. Identify and explain any problem areas and/or potential obstacles (such as maintaining schedule, 
budget overruns, feasibility, etc.) to successful completion of the Scope of Services. Discuss 
methods. formal and informal, that you will use to track and resolve these problems/obstacles during 
the project. 

10.6. Functional and Technical Response 

(10 pages maximum) 

A narrative and/or matrix describing how the proposed system meets the functional and technical 
requirements outlined in the RFP, including cross-module integration, analytics, document management, 
accessibility, and interoperability. 

Proposers shall also include information regarding the Privacy, Security, and Resilience requirements 
including the following: 

 Specifications for their own privacy and security standards including all relevant security certificates 
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 Disclosure of any material security incidents within the last 3 years, and describe the nature of the 
incident remediation steps taken, and current controls.  

 A sample incident response plan 

10.7. Support and Maintenance 

(5 pages maximum) 

A description of post-launch support services, including help desk operations, service-level agreements 
(SLAs), system updates, and ongoing training. 

10.8. Accessibility and User Experience 

(5 pages maximum) 

A description of how the system meets accessibility standards (e.g., WCAG 2.1), supports multilingual users, 
and provides an intuitive experience for staff and the public. 

10.9. Qualification and References 

(20 pages maximum) 

Describe the firms on the team (including the prime Contractor, Subcontractors, and/or joint venture 
partners), including location of offices and headquarters, number of employees, number of years in business, 
number of years the firm has been profitable, and areas of business. Describe the roles of the Subcontractors, 
their specific responsibilities, and how their work will be supervised and coordinated. Describe where the 
firms on the team have worked together before, if applicable.  

Describe the proposed team’s qualifications to meet or exceed the requirements set forth in Section 6 
(Proposer Minimum Qualifications) of this document. Identify the personnel, including Subcontractors’ 
personnel, whose expertise or experience addresses each of the specified needs. Describe how the firms that 
compose the proposer team will distribute the work and deliver the system. Proposers are welcome to identify 
and provide examples of any other qualifications they feel are critical to the successful completion of the 
Scope of Services. Resumes and sample documentation are excluded from page count. 

1. Identify key personnel (including Subcontractor personnel) and briefly discuss individual qualifications 
to perform each task. Key personnel resumes should be provided in an appendix and should not exceed 
two pages each. Identify which staff will be local and which will be based outside of the San Francisco 
Bay Area. 

2. Provide a succinct description (one page maximum per project) of up to five previous projects similar 
to the Scope of Services, indicating the project title, duration, your firm’s role, the total project budget 
and your firm’s portion, sponsoring agency and sponsor project manager, the contractual relationship 
with the sponsoring agency, and roles played by individuals proposed for this project. Include the name 
of the agency for which the work was performed, year performed, name of the contact person and their 
telephone number. 

3. Describe relevant experience in providing a similar solution for government or large private sector 
companies. The proposal shall cite the type of services offered and solutions provided to these customers. 

4. Provide samples of documentation of past software development experience, including at least one 
each of the following: Business Process Maps, System Requirements, Software Design, and User 
Acceptance Test plan. The samples must have been prepared by key members of the proposer’s team and 
should identify the authors. Only one copy of each sample is required, and the samples will be returned 
(upon prior request only) after proposals evaluation is completed. The samples will be considered in 
evaluating firm and staff expertise and experience, and written presentation effectiveness. Provide 
directions to access systems and reports developed by your team in a test environment. If system access 
cannot be provided, please provide screen captures from the system. 

5. Provide a list of references (including references for Subcontractors) and their contact information. 
References should be California cities or other public sector entities. Provide the designated person's 
name, title, organization, address, and telephone number, and the project(s) that were completed under 
that client’s direction. 
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10.10. Contract Terminations 

(To be submitted separately – not included in page count) 

If your organization has had a contract terminated in the last five (5) years, describe such incident(s). 

Termination for default is defined as notice to stop performance due to the vendor’s non-performance or poor 
performance and the issue of performance was either (a) not litigated due to inaction on the part of the vendor, 
or (b) litigated and such litigation determined that the vendor was in default. 

Submit full details of the terms for default including the other party’s name, address, and phone number. 
Present the vendor’s position on the matter. The City will evaluate the facts and may, at its sole discretion, 
reject the proposal on the grounds of the past experience. 

If the firm has not experienced any such termination for default or early termination in the past five (5) years, 
so indicate. 

10.11. Cost Proposal  

(To be submitted separately – not included in page count) 

The proposer’s cost proposal must include a completed and signed pricing form (provided as a separate 
spreadsheet), covering the entire Scope of Services. The proposal shall include individual pricing for all 
services. 

The fixed hourly labor rates identified on the form shall include all applicable direct labor costs, labor 
surcharges (e.g. taxes, insurance, fringe benefits), and indirect costs (e.g. overhead, administrative expense 
and profit).  

Evaluations of price proposals are subject to the local vendor business preference. For the purposes of 
comparing pricing as part of this competitive RFP for goods up to $100,000 or non-professional services up 
to $250,000, 5% shall be deducted from the bid price proposal from any local Berkeley vendor. 

10.12. Financial Standing 

(To be submitted separately – not included in page count) 

Provide a general description of the firm’s financial situation and identify any conditions or circumstances 
that may impede your ability to complete the project (for example, bankruptcy, pending litigation, planned 
office closures, impending merger, and potential labor disputes). Either an audited financial statement or a 
Dun & Bradstreet or similar report shall be included with your proposal. The statement should clearly identify 
the financial position of your business entity, as well as that of the overall company structure. The date of 
this statement should cover a period of at least three (3) years and should be dated no more than twelve (12) 
months prior to the date of the proposal submission. 

10.13. City of Berkeley Required Forms  

(To be submitted separately – not included in page count) 

The following forms are required upon proposal submission by the City of Berkeley and can be found 
attached to this RFP and referenced in the List of Attachments. Please complete and sign in blue ink.  

• Non-Discrimination Requirements Form 
• Nuclear-Free Berkeley Disclosure Form 
• Oppressive States Form 
• Sanctuary City Contracting Ordinance Form 
• Living Wage Form (may be optional) 
• Equal Benefits Certification (EBO-1) (may be optional) 
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11. PAYMENT 

Invoices: Invoices must be fully itemized and provide sufficient information for approving payment and 
audit. Invoices must be accompanied by receipt for services in order for payment to be processed. Email 
invoices to Shamika Cole, Finance Manager (List on invoice, Attn: Andrew Chang, Principal Program 
Manager) and reference the contract number. 

Attn: Finance Unit 

Rent Stabilization Board 

Email: rsbfinance@berkeleyca.gov 

Phone: 510-981-4903 

Payments: The Rent Board will make payment to the vendor within 30 days of receipt of a correct, approved 
and complete invoice.  

12. CITY REQUIREMENTS 

12.1. Non-Discrimination Requirements: 

Ordinance No. 5876-N.S. codified in B.M.C. Chapter 13.26 states that, for contracts worth more than $3,000 
bids for supplies or bids or proposals for services shall include a completed Workforce Composition Form. 
Businesses with fewer than five employees are exempt from submitting this form. (See B.M.C. 13.26.030) 

Under B.M.C. section 13.26.060, the City may require any bidder or vendor it believes may have 
discriminated to submit a Non-Discrimination Program. The Contract Compliance Officer will make this 
determination. This applies to all contracts and all consultants (contractors). Berkeley Municipal Code 
section 13.26.070 requires that all contracts with the City contain a non-discrimination clause, in which the 
contractor agrees not to discriminate and allows the City access to records necessary to monitor compliance. 
This section also applies to all contracts and all consultants. 

Bidders must submit the attached Non-Discrimination Disclosure Form with their proposal. 

12.2. Nuclear Free Berkeley Disclosure Form 

Berkeley Municipal Code section 12.90.070 prohibits the City from granting contracts to companies that 
knowingly engage in work for nuclear weapons. This contracting prohibition may be waived if the City 
Council determines that no reasonable alternative exists to doing business with a company that engages in 
nuclear weapons work. If your company engages in work for nuclear weapons, explain on the Disclosure 
Form the nature of such work.  

Bidders must submit the attached Nuclear Free Disclosure Form with their proposal. 

12.3. Oppressive States 

The City of Berkeley prohibits granting of contracts to firms that knowingly provide personal services to 
specified Countries. This contracting prohibition may be waived if the City Council determines that no 
reasonable alternative exists to doing business with a company that is covered by City Council Resolution 
Nos. 59,853-N.S., 60,382-N.S., and 70,606-N.S. If your company or any subsidiary is covered, explain on 
the Disclosure Form the nature of such work. 

Bidders must submit the attached Oppressive States Disclosure Form with their proposal. 

12.4. Sanctuary City Contracting Ordinance 

Chapter 13.105 of the Berkeley Municipal Code prohibits the City from granting and or retaining contracts 
with any person or entity that provides Data Broker or Extreme Vetting services to the U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement Division of the United States Department of Homeland Security (“ICE”). 

Bidders must submit the attached Sanctuary City Compliance Statement with their proposal. 
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12.5. Conflict of Interest 

In the sole judgment of the City, any and all proposals are subject to disqualification on the basis of a conflict 
of interest. The City may not contract with a vendor if the vendor or an employee, officer or director of the 
proposer's firm, or any immediate family member of the preceding, has served as an elected official, 
employee, board or commission member of the City who influences the making of the contract or has a direct 
or indirect interest in the contract.  

Furthermore, the City may not contract with any vendor whose income, investment, or real property interest 
may be affected by the contract. The City, at its sole option, may disqualify any proposal on the basis of such 
a conflict of interest. Please identify any person associated with the firm that has a potential conflict of 
interest. 

12.6. Berkeley Living Wage Ordinance 

Chapter 13.27 of the Berkeley Municipal Code requires that contractors offer all eligible employees with 
City mandated minimum compensation during the term of any contract that may be awarded by the City. If 
the Contractor is not currently subject to the Living Wage Ordinance, cumulative contracts with the City 
within a one-year period may subject Contractor to the requirements under B.M.C. Chapter 13.27. A 
certification of compliance with this ordinance will be required upon execution of a contract. The current 
Living Wage rate can be found here: Information for Vendors | City of Berkeley (berkeleyca.gov). The Living 
Wage rate is adjusted automatically effective June 30th of each year commensurate with the corresponding 
increase in the Consumer Price Index published in April of each year. If the Living Wage rate is adjusted 
during the term of your agreement, you must pay the new adjusted rate to all eligible employees, regardless 
of what the rate was when the contract was executed.  

12.7. Berkeley Equal Benefits Ordinance 

Chapter 13.29 of the Berkeley Municipal Code requires that contractors offer domestic partners the same 
access to benefits that are available to spouses. A certification of compliance with this ordinance will be 
required upon execution of a contract. 

12.8. Statement of Economic Interest 

The City’s Conflict of Interest Code designates “consultants” as a category of persons who must complete 
Form 700, Statement of Economic Interest, at the beginning of the contract period and again at the termination 
of the contract. The selected contractor will be required to complete the Form 700 before work may begin. 

13. OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

13.1. Insurance  

The selected contractor will be required to maintain general liability insurance in the minimum amount of 
$2,000,000, automobile liability insurance in the minimum amount of $1,000,000 and a professional liability 
insurance policy in the amount of $2,000,000 to cover any claims arising out of the performance of the 
contract. The general liability and automobile insurance must name the City, its officers, agents, volunteers 
and employees as additional insured.  

Insurance Waiver: A situation in which insurance is not necessary is different from a case in which 
insurance may be waived. An insurance waiver is appropriate where insurance would usually be necessary 
but when, as a policy matter, the City is willing to take the risk of allowing an uninsured or under-insured 
individual or business to perform the work (usually when the risk of liability is low). An insurance waiver 
may be granted only by the Risk Manager in writing with the approval of the City Manager. If a potential 
bidder expresses an inability to meet the insurance requirement, he or she should be encouraged to contact 
the Project Manager & Risk Manager for assistance in obtaining insurance.) 

https://berkeleyca.gov/doing-business/working-city/information-vendors
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13.2. Worker’s Compensation Insurance: 

A selected contractor who employs any person shall maintain workers' compensation insurance in accordance 
with state requirements. Sole proprietors with no employees are not required to carry Worker’s Compensation 
Insurance. 

13.3. Business License 

Virtually every contractor that does business with the City must obtain a City business license as mandated 
by B.M.C. Ch. 9.04. The business license requirement applies whether or not the contractor has an office 
within the City limits. However, a "casual" or "isolated" business transaction (B.M.C. section 9.04.010) does 
not subject the contractor to the license tax. Warehousing businesses and charitable organizations are the 
only entities specifically exempted in the code from the license requirement (see B.M.C. sections, 9.04.295 
and 9.04.300). Non-profit organizations are granted partial exemptions (see B.M.C. section 9.04.305). 
Persons who, by reason of physical infirmity, unavoidable misfortune, or unavoidable poverty, may be 
granted an exemption of one annual free license at the discretion of the Director of Finance. (See B.M.C. 
sections 9.04.290). 

Vendor must apply for a City business license and show proof of application to Purchasing Manager within 
seven days of being selected as intended contractor. 

The Customer Service Division of the Finance Department located at 1947 Center Street, Berkeley, CA 
94704, issues business licenses. Contractors should contact this division for questions and/or information on 
obtaining a City business license, in person, or by calling 510-981-7200. 

13.4. Recycled Paper 

Any printed reports for the City required during the performance of the work shall be on 100% recycled 
paper, and shall be printed on both sides of the page whenever practical.  

13.5. State Prevailing Wage:  

Certain labor categories under this project may be subject to prevailing wages as identified in the State of 
California Labor Code commencing in Section 1770 et seq. These labor categories, when employed for any 
“work performed during the design and preconstruction phases of construction including, but not limited to, 
inspection and land surveying work,” constitute a “Public Work” within the definition of Section 1720(a)(1) 
of the California Labor Code requiring payment of prevailing wages.  

Wage information is available through the California Division of Industrial Relations web site at:  

http://www.dir.ca.gov/OPRL/statistics_and_databases.html 

14. LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

• Checklist of Required Submittals    Attachment A 
• Non-Discrimination/Workforce Composition Form   Attachment B 
• Nuclear Free Disclosure Form    Attachment C 
• Oppressive States Form      Attachment D 
• Sanctuary City Compliance Statement    Attachment E 
• Living Wage Form      Attachment F 
• Equal Benefits Certification of Compliance   Attachment G 
• Right to Audit Form     Attachment H 
• Insurance Endorsement     Attachment I 

http://www.dir.ca.gov/OPRL/statistics_and_databases.html
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APPENDIX A - High-Level Functional Requirements 
This Appendix contains a list of high-level functional requirements the reflect the Rent 
Board’s desired functionality based on its current business processes. It is being provided 
as a useful point of reference for proposers and for the selected vendor, but is not 
intended to replace the requirement to conduct a comprehensive Business Process 
Discovery & Analysis Phase as specified in the RFP. 
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GR – GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
GR-01 The Contractor shall host the System using facilities, equipment, 

software, services, and systems provided by and that are owned by or 
are under the direct control of the Contractor. If the proposed software 
will be developed specifically for the Rent Board, the source code must 
be fully documented, modularized, and commented, and provided to 
the Rent Board.  

GR-02 The proposed System shall built using widely used and modern 
technology stack that incorporates responsive design and is secure, 
scalable, and flexible to the Rent Board's needs.  

GR-03 The Contractor shall implement and maintain industry-standard 
security protocols to protect all Personally Identifiable Information 
(PII) from unauthorized access, use, or disclosure. This includes, but is 
not limited to, secure transport (e.g., HTTPS/TLS), encrypted storage 
(at rest and in transit), and access controls. 

The system shall be designed to prevent exposure of PII through 
client-side tools (e.g., browser developer tools, JavaScript console, or 
network traffic). Under no circumstances shall PII be embedded in 
front-end code, hidden fields, or accessible via browser inspection. 

The Contractor shall ensure that all system updates, integrations, or 
deployments undergo regression testing to verify that no existing 
security controls are broken or bypassed. 

The system shall support masking, redaction, or anonymization of PII 
in all exported reports, logs, or data extracts, with configurable options 
based on user roles and permissions. 

The Contractor shall conduct regular security audits and vulnerability 
scans, including random penetration testing at least quarterly, and 
after any major system update or integration. Results of such testing 
shall be made available to the client upon request. 

The Contractor shall maintain a secure software development lifecycle 
(SDLC), including code reviews, static code analysis, and secure 
coding practices aligned with OWASP Top 10 standards. 

• Random Testing Clause (optional) 
• Randomized security testing shall be conducted at least 

quarterly and after any major system change. Testing shall 
include: 

• Penetration testing (internal and external) 
• Code-level vulnerability scans 
• Data exposure checks (e.g., browser-accessible PII) 
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• Audit of access logs and user permissions 
• The Contractor shall remediate any identified vulnerabilities 

within a defined SLA (e.g., critical issues within 5 business 
days). 

GR-04 The Contractor shall ensure that the System is always in full 
compliance with PCI DSS requirements. The Contractor will be 
required to provide a Self-Assessment Questionnaire (SAQ) and an 
Attestation of Compliance (AOC) Form annually. The Contractor will 
also be required to conduct a quarterly network scan by an Approved 
Scan Vendor (ASV) (if applicable). 

GR-05 The proposed system shall adhere to best practices in cybersecurity. 
The Contractor shall readily install critical application patches. Critical 
information such as passwords must always be encrypted, both during 
storage and transmission. System access to agency functions shall be 
restricted to the Rent Board office network. External users shall be 
able to access public functions over the internet only via secured 
connections.  

GR-06 The Contractor shall ensure that the system is fully operational and 
accessible 24x7, with a minimum system uptime of 99.99%, excluding 
scheduled maintenance. Uptime shall be measured not only by login 
availability, but also by the availability and functionality of core system 
features (e.g., data entry, reporting, integrations, and user workflows). 

System uptime shall be defined as the period during which users can 
not only log in, but also perform all critical functions without 
significant degradation in performance or access to features. 

Routine maintenance may be performed during the designated 
window of 10:00 p.m. to 2:00 a.m. Pacific Time, Saturday/Sunday. For 
any non-emergency maintenance, the Contractor shall submit a 
request to the Rent Board by the preceding Wednesday, including a 
description of the change, its purpose, and an assessment of risk and 
impact. 

In the event of a critical issue requiring immediate attention (e.g., 
security vulnerability, data exposure, or system failure), the Contractor 
may perform emergency maintenance outside the standard window. In 
such cases, the Contractor must notify the Rent Board as soon as 
possible, providing a summary of the issue, the action taken, and any 
expected user impact. 
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The Contractor shall maintain a change log and provide post-
maintenance reports upon request, including a summary of changes, 
affected components, and any known issues. 

GR-07 The Contractor shall perform all project-related discussions and 
meetings, in Pacific Standard Time Zone, during normal business 
hours, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-Friday.  

GR-08 The proposed system shall support the export of both partial (filtered) 
and complete datasets by authorized Rent Board staff. Export 
functionality must include, at a minimum, the ability to download data 
in both comma-separated values (.csv) and Excel (.xlsx) formats. 

Exports shall preserve data integrity, include column headers, and 
reflect any applied filters or search criteria. Users must be able to 
select specific fields, modules, or records for export. The system shall 
support both ad hoc (on-demand) and scheduled exports. 

Exported data must be structured in a format compatible with 
common data analysis tools and databases. Role-based access 
controls shall be implemented to ensure that only authorized users 
can perform data exports. 

In addition, the system shall support the following advanced export 
capabilities: 

• Automated Exports: Ability to schedule recurring exports to 
secure destinations (e.g., SFTP, cloud storage) in CSV format. 

• Large Dataset Support: Capability to export large datasets (e.g., 
100,000+ records) without timeouts, truncation, or data loss. 

• Audit Logging: All export activity shall be logged and auditable, 
including user ID, timestamp, dataset exported, and export 
method. 

• Historical Data Export: Where applicable, the system shall allow 
export of historical data snapshots to support audits and time-
based reporting. 

GR-09 Historical Data Tracking and Auditability 

The proposed system shall maintain a complete historical record of 
changes to key data fields, including but not limited to property details, 
rent amounts, ownership, tenancy status, and other critical records. 
Data updates shall not overwrite previous values without preserving a 
timestamped version of the prior data. 

The system must support the ability to: 
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• View and report on the state of data as it existed at any specific 
point in time. 

• Generate time-based reports that reflect historical values, 
including the ability to compare current and past data. 

• Export historical data snapshots, where applicable, to support 
audits, compliance reviews, and internal analysis. 

All data changes shall be logged in an audit trail that includes: 

• The user who made the change 
• The date and time of the change 
• The original value and the updated value 
• The affected record or module 

Historical data must be retained according to the Rent Board's 
retention policy and must be accessible through both the user 
interface and export tools. The system shall also provide role-based 
access to audit logs and historical data views to ensure appropriate 
data governance. 

GR-10 The proposed System shall be compliant with Web Content 
Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) Version 2.1, Level AA as required by 
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

FR – FUNCTIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
A - AGENT INFORMATION 
FR-A-01 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to add and update agent 

information for a property.  

FR-A-02 The system shall maintain a historical record of agent information for 
a property and internal users should be able to look it up. 

FR-A-03 The agent management screen at minimum shall allow Rent Board 
staff to enter/update below listed attributes: 

• Agency name 
• Representative first name 
• Representative last name 
• Representative middle initial 
• Suffix 
• Address 
• Email 
• Primary Phone number – with extension 
• Secondary Phone Number 
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• Preferred mode of contact 
• Bill receipt preference (email or mail) 

FR-A-04 The system shall generate a unique agent code identifier for every 
agent in the system.  

FR-A-05 The system shall create an audit trail any time a change is made to 
agent information. The audit trail shall be easily accessible to Rent 
Board users. 

BA - BUYOUT AGREEMENTS 
FR-BA-01 The system shall comply with the Berkeley Tenant Buyout Ordinance 

by maintaining data of certain information from tenant buyout 
agreements and generating a report of that data for public availability.  

FR-BA-02 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to enter records of Tenant 
Buyout Agreements associated with units.  

FR-BA-03 The system shall allow for the creation and upload of Tenant Buyout 
Agreements to the Document Management System  

FR-BA-03 The system shall generate data reports for Tenant Buyout Agreements 
that include the address, fiscal year, total dollar amount, monthly rent, 
and services.  

BAC - BASE RENT/AGA/COMPLIANCE 
FR-BAC-01 The system shall track rent histories for all units in RENTED status and 

for all years the unit was rented and covered under the Rent Stabilization 
Ordinance. The system shall maintain rent histories regulated by the 
historical requirements of the Ordinance since its original adoption and 
track all the following data for each year the unit was for rent:  

• Unit address/designation 
• Tenancy start date 
• Initial Rent 
• Number of Occupants 
• Services included with rent 
• Ordinance coverage type.  

FR-BAC-02 The system shall be able to update the rent ceilings of all eligible units 
by the AGA amount in a mass process on January 1 of each year. AGAs 
are granted as a percentage of the current rent ceiling (e.g. 2.5%). ONLY 
fully covered units in a RENTED status that are in compliance may be 
eligible for the AGA annually on January 1.  

FR-BAC-03 The system shall grant the AGA ONLY for the following units:  
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• The unit is on a property that is in compliance with annual 
registration fee requirements – i.e., there is no positive balance, 
either in fees or penalties, on the accounts receivable on January 
1. 

• No new tenancy began in the unit during the previous calendar 
year. For example, when running AGAs on January 1, 2020, the 
system must automatically deny AGAs for ALL units that had a 
Vacancy Adjustment (VR filed/initial rent set in any other way) 
occurring on any date in 2019. 

• The unit has not had its AGAs restricted through a petition/ 
hearings decision  

• The unit has not had its AGAs restricted for any other reason. 

FR-BAC-04 When applying calculations of annual AGAs, the system shall 
automatically block all AGAs for units where a vacancy rent adjustment 
occurred in the previous calendar year. 

FR-BAC-05 The system shall block the AGA for all properties with a non-zero 
balance on the property’s accounts receivable on January 1 of each year 
and for all properties in a Non-Compliant status from a Petition 
Decision. 

FR-BAC-06 Rent Board staff shall be able to manually change individual units to a 
“non-compliant” status pursuant to a hearing decision so that the AGA 
will not be granted for that unit even if the unit meets the first two 
criteria; when the Unit comes into compliance with the hearings 
decision, Rent Board staff shall be able to switch the unit back to 
“compliant” status so that AGAs will be granted in the future (but ONLY 
when the unit is also meeting the first two criteria). 

FR-BAC-07 If an AGA is denied due to Accounts Receivable balance owed or due to 
a Petition/Hearing decision, the system shall offer a description in the 
rent ceiling history why the AGA was denied. If denied due to a hearing, 
the description must include the petition number.  

FR-BAC-08 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to restore AGAs that were 
denied for positive AR balance or due to petition upon resolution of 
either matter.  

FR-BAC-09 The system shall automatically recalculate the overall rent ceiling when 
AGAs are restored and provide a timestamp for the effective date of the 
restoration of AGA application. For example, if an AGA was denied on 
January 1 to all units due to positive AR balance on January 1, but the 
account is resolved on April 15, then the AGA must be able to be 
restored for all units with an effective date of April 15. 



Appendix A – High Level Functional Requirements 
City of Berkeley RFP No. 26-11777-C 

Page 8 of 35 
 

 

FR-BAC-10 The system shall track rent histories for Partially Covered Units in a way 
that is unique from the tracking of rents for fully covered units.  

FR-BAC-11 Rent histories for Partially Covered Units shall include the initial rent 
amount and the subsequent current rent amounts as required to be 
reported annually. This information will be collected annually when the 
owner is required to pay their fees.  NO AGAs will be granted for partially 
covered units.  

Owners may record the initial rent for a new tenancy by filing a Tenancy 
Registration (TR) Form. When a Partially Covered tenancy is recorded, 
the system shall generate rent validation reports for both the Landlord 
and Tenant that include the following information. 

• Unit address/designation 
• Tenancy start date 
• Initial Rent 
• Number of Occupants 
• Services included with rent 

BP - BILLING, PAYMENT, & DEPOSIT 
FR-BP-01 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to generate and send property 

bills on pre-defined schedules and on-demand. 

FR-BP-02 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to generate property bills for 
penalty billings based on the timelines and amounts defined by 
Ordinance and regulations. Currently, the Rent Board generates a July 
Penalty billing for all owners who have an outstanding balance after 
the registration deadline; the system should generate notices to these 
landlords based on the current year fee and offer waivers based on the 
approved waiver regulations. 

FR-BP-03 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to generate property bills for 
the January Penalty billing. 2) January Penalty billing is generated for 
ALL owners with a non-zero balance (after January penalty charges 
have been placed on accounts that have a non-zero fee balance).  

FR-BP-04 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to batch generate multiple 
types of bills including Annual, July Penalty, and January Penalty and 
on-demand exceptions such as for Partially Covered units.  

FR-BP-06 The system shall allow staff to format, generate, and send electronic 
billing notices to landlord/agent email addresses with details 
regarding Current Fees, Previous Fees, Penalties, and Credits, and 
generate downloadable PDFs of bills, invoices, and receipts 
associated with each landlord/property.  
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FR-BP-07 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to generate property bills for 
individual owners and/or for individual properties on an as-needed 
basis. On-demand bills should have the option to include Unit Status 
information and Account balance status (including credits).  

FR-BP-08 The System shall maintain a running financial ledger for every property 
("Accounts Receivable") which must list all charges (fees, penalties, 
and past-due amounts); list all payments received by Fiscal Year and 
Registration Year; and display all data in chronological order.  

FR-BP-09 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to create bill templates, 
change the layout and content of the bills by moving and adding data 
fields to the bill template, and automatically generate bills. 

FR-BP-10 The system shall store the property bills in a centralized Document 
Management System. 

FR-BP-11 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to print and email bills in 
batches for both annual billing cycles and on-demand billing.  

FR-BP-12 The system shall have the ability to automatically send payment 
reminders to users at configured intervals. 

FR-BP-13 The system shall track all the revisions made to a bill that was 
generated for a property. Only bills that are marked as final shall 
appear in Account Receivable entry.  

FR-BP-14 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to track the status of property 
bills after a bill has been generated. 

FR-BP-15 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to record various categories 
of payments and must be capable of  defining and configuring “other 
payment” by type to align with financial reporting standards. These 
include miscellaneous fees, relocation payments, and other payments.  

FR-BP-16 The system shall allow recording payments received through various 
on-site payment methods (check, cash, credit card) directly into  
Accounts Receivable.  

FR-BP-17 The system shall allow external users to make payments related to 
fees online using the public portal. The payments collected shall be 
reflected in Account Receivables. 

FR-BP-18 For payments collected manually or via public portal, the system must 
record below details: 

• Mode payment was received (in person, by U.S. mail, or e-
payment) 

• Date received 
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• Method of payment (i.e., cash, credit card, check, e-check, e-
credit card or e-debit card) 

• Type of payment (Fee or “Other,” – Note: Only “FEE” payments 
are applied to Registration Accounts Receivable) 

• Amount of payment 
• Person/entity submitting payment (i.e., owner or agent, must 

autofill from database) 
• Description of payment 

When a payment is received, the system must be able to automatically 
apply defined rules for application of payments to pre-defined 
fee/penalty types.  

When payment is recorded manually, user shall be allowed to override 
the order of payment applied and void payments. 

FR-BP-19 The system shall correctly record payments to appropriate 
budget/accounting code and sub codes. 

FR-BP-20 The system shall reflect all payments received by payment type and 
payment method. 

FR-BP-21 The system shall list all the payments collected for a property in 
chronological order. Rent Board staff shall be able to see all the details 
related to a payment that was recorded. 

FR-BP-22 Upon recording a payment, the system shall assign a receipt number 
and generate a paper receipt that captures the following information: 

• Property address 
• Date received 
• Method of payment (i.e., cash, credit card, check, e-check, e-

credit card or e-debit card) 
• Amount of payment 
• Credits applied 
• Person/entity making payment (i.e., owner or agent) 
• Description of payment 
• Receipt number 

FR-BP-23 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to 1) choose to generate/not 
generate a receipt, 2) designate the number of receipt copies to 
generate, and 3) save and reprint a receipt in the future if necessary. 

FR-BP-24 The system shall allow users to make payments using all major credit 
and debit cards and e-checks on the public portal. 

FR-BP-25 The system shall be integrated with the Rent Board’s current payment 
processor. The Rent Board will consider an alternate payment 
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processor if a lower processing fees and rate structure can be 
negotiated with the payment processor.  

FR-BP-26 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to configure billing accounts 
for different types of payments using various budget codes provided 
by the Finance Department. 

FR-BP-27 The system shall generate reports that summarize payment receipts 
and allow staff to run ad-hoc reports. Data for these reports must 
include the following fields and reports must be able to be generated 
based on any combination of filters/ranges of this data as well as 
other registration/property data collected.  

• Property address 
• Coverage type 
• Date received 
• Method of payment (i.e., cash, credit card, check, e-check, e-

credit card or e-debit card) 
• Amount of payment 
• Person/entity making payment (i.e., owner or agent) 
• Description of payment 
• Receipt number 

FR-BP-28 The system shall allow user to query the report by any data field, 
including but not limited to those named in FR-BP-27.  When querying 
by date, the user shall be able to describe a date range. The report 
shall offer totals for all quantifiable fields. 

FR-BP-29 The system shall allow staff to adjust individual payments if a data 
entry error has been performed (i.e., amount on check differs from 
amount on receipt, or any other data has been entered incorrectly that 
would not allow accountant to reconcile receipts with actual 
payments). 

FR-BP-30 The system shall allow staff to create approval and review workflows 
that allow supervisors to be notified and approve/reject entries if a 
data entry error is made by Rent Board staff. Error conditions will be 
identified during implementation of the system. 

FR-BP-31 The system shall allow staff to assign a Deposit Number (issued by 
the City of Berkeley’s Finance System) to deposited groups of 
payments. Once a group of payment has been deposited with Finance 
System, no additional edits to individual payments shall be allowed. 

FR-BP-32 The System shall allow for the creation and definition of a Payment 
Lifecycle module with separate user roles and workflow paths that 
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aligns and integrates with the Rent Board's other accounting/ERP 
systems.  

FR-BP-33 System shall have the capability to define a separate Settlement and 
Small Claims Collections workflow process that integrates with the 
Accounts Receivable and Finance module.  

C – COUNSELING 
FR-C-01 The System shall provide a Housing Counseling case management 

system accessible by all Rent Board Staff to create cases and store 
case notes related to issues reported by property owners, tenants, and 
other clients. Issues include but are not limited to the Annual General 
Adjustment (AGA) and rent increases to harassment, eviction, and 
habitability; staff must have the ability to add issues. The System shall 
suggest existing issues to avoid duplicates.   

FR-C-02 The case management system should allow clients the option to 
request appointments and sign-in electronically via an iPad, or PC 
computer station, in order to pre-populate case management with 
customer information. 

FR-C-03 The case management screen shall allow Rent Board staff to easily 
locate a client’s information, such as contact and property information 
from the database, and function to minimize the amount of data entry 
required by Rent Board staff. 

The Counseling/Case Management screens shall include the following 
information:  

• Client Name 
• Lead Case Counselor 
• First and Last Contact Date 
• Property Information 
• Previous case notes  
• Communications Form  
• Next steps choices (that integrate with 

Finance/Petitions/Registration Modules)  
• Existing referrals made  
• Services already offered 

FR-C-04 The case management screen shall allow the capturing of the below 
listed information: 

• Case-Added By (Auto Populated) 
• Case-Updated By (Auto Populated) 
• Date and Time Case was Created 
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• Case Status and assignment date 
• Client Type (tenant, landlord, attorney, advocate, etc.) 
• Property Address 
• Client Phone Number, primary and secondary 
• Client Email 
• Issue Type 
• Description of information/guidance provided by Housing 

Counselor 
• Interaction Information (Interaction Type, Length of interaction, 

Translator Type etc.) 
• Future Follow-Up Actions (Call, Email, Referral to City or 

Community Agency) 

FR-C-05 The system shall allow Housing Counselors to create call logs for an 
existing case and to create aggregate reports with below listed 
information. 

• Case-Added By (Auto Populated) 
• Case-Updated By (Auto Populated) 
• Date and Time case was created 
• Client name 
• Client type (tenant, landlord, attorney, advocate, etc.) 
• Property address 
• Issue Type 
• Description of information/guidance provided by Housing 

Counselor 
• Call Information (Interaction Type, Length of call, Translator 

Type etc.) 
• Future Follow-Up Actions (Call, Email, Referral to City or 

Community Agency, etc.) 

In addition, the system shall allow Housing Counselors to create 
custom reports using all the data fields specified above. . 

FR-C-06 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to add and remove issue 
types to the case management screen to update information relating 
to a single case. 

FR-C-09 The system should include an integrated email or messaging system 
to allow for follow-up or response messages to clients. The system 
will maintain a record of correspondence that is associated with a 
particular case. 

Note: Not a high priority and could be accomplished with Microsoft 
suite integration; can be included in later phase.  



Appendix A – High Level Functional Requirements 
City of Berkeley RFP No. 26-11777-C 

Page 14 of 35 
 

 

FR-C-10 The system shall have an incident reporting feature that associates 
with clients (landlords, tenants, agents etc.) and allows for incident 
note entry (separate from case notes) and the selection of internal 
flags (see internal flag system). These flags will display whenever staff 
look up a property or unit associated with a client with an incident. 
Examples of incident related flags are: 

• Client seen by appointment only 
• Client can be seen by x staff person only 
• Refer client to manager and assign to Supervisor Only (SVO) 

client type 
• See incident report 

The flags should have space so staff can add additional comments 
(e.g.: Flag type: Client seen by appointment only. Note: Call manager 
immediately if they arrive without an appointment.) 

A complete list of flags will be provided during implementation of the 
system. 

CP - COLLECTION PROCESS 
FR-CP-01 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to start a collection case for 

all properties with outstanding fees and penalties. A collection case 
goes through multiple stages, e.g. an initial collection attempt is made 
by Rent Board staff to bring the property in compliance and the 6-
month penalty amounts are put on hold. This is followed by suing the 
property owner if the attempt to collect fails, which is followed by the 
Rent Board placing a lien against the owner.  

FR-CP-02 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to record various details 
related to collection attempts that are conducted for a property with 
delinquent fees and penalties. The system shall allow Rent Board staff 
to:  

• Log notes from phone conversation for each collection case by 
property. 

• Send and log email that was sent to the property owner or 
agent. 

• Create letter(s) that can be sent to the property owner and their 
agent, if they have one selected. 

FR-CP-03 For properties that become compliant by settling their account, the 
system shall allow Rent Board staff to update the status of the 
property to remove them from the list of collections cases.  
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FR-CP-04 For properties that remain non-compliant, the system shall allow 
moving the case to the next stage, where the status of the case can be 
updated to court case and a type of case selected: Superior Court or 
Small Claims.  

FR-CP-05 The Collections case management screen will, at minimum, allow 
entering/updating below attributes: 

• Case Number 
• Defendant Name (System Lookup, when applicable) 
• Defendant Address (System Lookup, when applicable) 
• Second Defendant Name (System Lookup, when applicable) 
• Second Defendant Address (System Lookup, when applicable) 
• Lawsuit Amount  
• Proof of Service Status 
• Court Date and Time 
• Court Department 
• Status of Case: 
• Filed  
• No Service 
• Court Date Set / No service 
• Court Date Set / Served by Sheriff 
• Court Date Set / Served by Process Server 
• Court Date Set / Served by Proxy Service 
• Settled + Amount Waived 
• Settled + Unit Exempt  
• Paid all fees and penalties + lawsuit dismissed with prejudice 
• Partially paid and entered into payment plan + lawsuit 

dismissed without prejudice 
• Paid fees and filed waiver + lawsuit dismissed without prejudice 
• Lawsuit Won + Court Fees 
• Lawsuit Lost 
• Lien + Date of Lien 
• Acknowledgement of Judgement Filed + Lien Removed 
• Notes 
• Documents 
• Amount 

FR-CP-06 The system shall allow creating multiple cases on a property and shall 
list all the past cases on the property view with below details: 

• Case Number 
• Defendant Name 
• Lien amount 
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• Date of lien 

Collection Cases need to be noted and separated by fiscal year and 
create a visible action on the property and transaction history.  

FR-CP-07 The system shall allow a Rent Board staff to set and configure 
reminders for properties with liens to remind staff with specific user 
roles to renew liens within certain years. Staff with these user roles 
shall be able to remove judgment amounts for properties.  

FR-CP-08 System shall align transaction history to small claims action menu 
with a numerical data type.  

DM - DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT 
FR-DM-01 The system shall have the ability to associate documents with multiple 

record types, including but not limited to:  

• Properties, units, owners/agents, tenants/clients, petitions or 
cases, hearings, payments, and invoices.  

• Support for many-to-many relationships so that a single 
document may be linked to multiple records without 
duplication.  

• Configurable metadata and indexing fields that staff 
administrators can modify without vendor intervention. 

FR-DM-02 The system shall be capable of full-text search across all documents, 
including scanned documents, using OCR technology, and be capable 
of:  

• Filtered search by metadata, record type, date range, document 
category, and user-defined tags.  

• Bulk upload and drag-and-drop document intake.  
• Support for common file types, including PDF, Word, Excel, 

images, and other standard media formats. 

FR-DM-03 The system shall be capable of meeting audit standards with full 
version control and functions for legal defensibility.  

• Complete audit trail capturing document creation, upload, 
access, and modification of metadata, downloads, retention 
actions, and deletions.  

• Version control with the ability to view, compare, and restore 
prior versions.  

• Legal hold functionality to suspend retention and destruction 
for specific cases, properties, or records subject to litigation, 
audit, or public records requests.  
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FR-DM-04 The Document Management System shall have built-in access control 
and security features including:  

• Role-based access controls down to the document level 
• Ability to segregate internal-only documents from documents 

that may be disclosed publicly. 
• Configurable permissions aligned with staff roles, supervisors, 

administrators, and external users where applicable. 

FR-DM-05 The system shall support public records compliance through:  

• Support for configurable retention schedules aligned with the 
agency’s records retention policies. 

• Automated retention and disposition workflows with approval 
controls. 

• Ability to generate disposition and destruction logs suitable for 
audit and compliance purposes. 

FR-DM-06 The system shall support internal workflows with built-in templates, 
output, and disclosure support tools.  

• Support for document templates and standardized outputs 
(e.g., notices, letters, decisions), whether generated within the 
System or ingested from external tools. 

• Ability to support document packages for hearings, public 
records requests, or disclosures. 

• Redaction support or documented workflows for preparing 
public-facing records. 

FR-DM-07 The system shall be able to scale to support the entire operation of the 
Rent Board and integrate with the Rent Board’s existing technology 
environment.  

• Ability to scale to support the agency’s full historical document 
archive and ongoing document growth without degradation of 
search or retrieval performance. 

• Clear description of storage limits, supported file sizes, and 
performance expectations. 

• Unified document access and search, even when integrated 
with external platforms such as Microsoft 365 or equivalent 
services. 

• Integration with identity management, email, and collaboration 
tools where applicable. 

FR-DM-08 System shall perform a virus scan on all uploaded documents and 
quarantine or delete infected documents.  



Appendix A – High Level Functional Requirements 
City of Berkeley RFP No. 26-11777-C 

Page 18 of 35 
 

 

EHT - EMPTY HOMES TAX 
FR-EHT-01 The system shall automatically create an Empty Homes Tax (EHT) 

case for every unit in a Not Available for Rent (NAR) status for 182 or 
more days (consecutive or non-consecutive) within a calendar year. 

FR-EHT-02 The system shall track the start date of a unit’s NAR status and 
maintain a running total of NAR days through the current date and total 
them by calendar year. 

FR-EHT-03 The system shall support the generation of template letters and 
emails to notify owners or agents of units in NAR status about 
potential EHT liability. These templates must be customizable and 
support mail merge functionality. 

FR-EHT-04 The system shall allow owners or property managers to submit EHT 
exemption and vacancy exclusion claims through the public portal, 
including the ability to upload required documentation. The system 
shall validate that a minimum number of required forms are submitted 
before allowing submission. 

FR-EHT-05 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to assign exemption and 
exclusion cases to staff members for review. Staff must be able to 
update the case status to Approved, Denied, or Requires More 
Information. 

FR-EHT-06 Upon decision, the system shall generate a decision notice and send it 
via email to the applicant, indicating whether the exemption or 
exclusion was approved or denied. 

FR-EHT-07 For approved exemptions or exclusions, staff must be able to indicate 
the specific calendar year(s) for which the exemption applies. 

FR-EHT-08 The system shall ensure that units with approved exemptions or 
exclusions are removed from the EHT-eligible list and do not appear in 
EHT reports or billing. 

FR-EHT-09 The system shall exclude approved exclusion periods from the 182-day 
NAR count when determining EHT eligibility. 

EV - EVICTION PROCESS 
FR-EV-01 The system shall allow landlord to submit required evictions notices 

through the public portal and for staff to track and manage the 
required information for each eviction case, including:  

• Managing documentation 
• Date filed with RSB 
• Date notice given to tenant 
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• Tenant Name 
• Unit Address 
• - Cause for eviction 

FR-EV-02 The system shall allow staff to associate each eviction case with an 
existing unit and tenant within the database.  

FR-EV-03 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to add property and unit 
information to the system while creating an eviction case if the unit is 
not registered and covered under rent ordinance. 

FR-EV-04 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to record relocation payments 
that are collected and paid in relation to certain eviction types such as 
owner move-in (OMI) and Ellis Act. 

FR-EV-05 The system shall allow the Rent Board staff to generate letters in 
response to Eviction Notices for both owners and tenants. 

FR-EV-06 The system shall have the ability to assign evictions cases to the 
appropriate staff member for review.  

FR-EV-07 The system shall have the ability to upload all documents related to an 
eviction case to the Document Management System. 

FR-EV-08 The system shall list all the eviction cases for a unit/property under 
the unit/property detail screen. 

EVP - EXEMPTION VERIFICATION PROCESS 
FR-EVP-01 The system shall allow the Rent Board to define an internal workflow 

and approval process for the verification of exemption types such as 
unit Not Available for Rent, Owner-Use or Rent-Free.  

FR-EVP-02 The system shall list all the units that have been claimed as exempt. 
Rent Board staff shall be able to create an exemption verification case 
for one or many units at a time. Exemptions made at the Property level 
shall trigger exemptions to all Units within that property.  

FR-EVP-03 As part of the verification process, the system shall allow Rent Board 
staff the option to generate multiple notice letters and a final 
approval/denial letter to the property owner.  

FR-EVP-04 As part of the verification process, the system shall allow Rent Board 
staff to define time to respond for the notice letters issued to owners.  

FR-EVP-05 The system shall allow staff to add comments, approve or deny a 
case, change who the case is assigned to, save partial progress, and 
return to the Exemption case at any point during the process. 
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FR-EVP-06 The system shall also allow staff to export the open exemption cases 
to an Excel spreadsheet to manually verify the exemptions and then 
upload the spreadsheet to the system after all units have been 
checked to make all the changes to the system at one time. 

FR-EVP-07 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to customize the template 
and content of the notice and denial letters generated by the system. 

FR-EVP-08 The system shall auto-generate the following information in notice 
letters and automatically save and associate the document with the 
property in the Document Management System.  

• A unique case # such as ‘EVP2026-00001’ 
• Type of exemption claimed and date of exemption 
• Unit Mailing Address 
• Unit Address for the Subject  

FR-EVP-09 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to create reminders for the 
number of days before a subsequent notice letter must be sent out. 
The exemption case shall reappear in the list of open exemption 
verification cases after the timer has expired. 

FR-EVP-10 Upon successful verification of exemption, the system shall allow 
registration staff to set a reminder that will trigger reverification of the 
unit at a set time increment. The exemption case shall reappear in the 
list of open exemption verification cases after the reminder has 
expired. The system shall allow registration staff to manually pull 
cases back to their lists at any point during the process. 

FR-EVP-11 The system shall allow reassigning an exemption case to another Rent 
Board staff. 

FR-EVP-12 The system shall provide access to all active/open exemption 
verification cases in a tabular view. 

FR-EVP-13 The system shall allow registration staff to deny the exemption claim 
and set the date that the unit was re-rented through a unit status 
change or deny the exemption claim and remove it completely through 
a delete unit status change. The system shall allow registration staff 
to add registration fees and penalties to be calculated by the system 
with the ability to edit as needed. 

F - AUTOMATED & MANUAL SYSTEM FLAGS 
FR-F-01 The system shall automatically create flags on properties, units, 

owners, agents or tenants based on certain predefined rules. For 
example, a recent change in ownership (within the last 6 months) 
should be flagged by the system and a message should appear when 



Appendix A – High Level Functional Requirements 
City of Berkeley RFP No. 26-11777-C 

Page 21 of 35 
 

 

Rent Board staff views that property. Likewise a demolition 
application, Owner Move-in Eviction or Ellis Act shall result in 
automatic flagging the property. 

FR-F-02 The system shall allow staff to manually create flags and notification 
on properties, units, owners, agents or tenants based on certain 
predefined rules, and set expirations/durations for these 
flags/notifications.  

FPW - FEES, PENALTIES, AND WAIVERS 
FR-FPW-01 Fees shall be assessed per property based on the Rent Board's 

adopted Annual Fee and number of RENTED units upon opening of the 
annual registration process (typically April 1).  

Annual registration fees shall be due July 1 or the first business day 
thereafter. Penalties shall be added to each Property account on a per-
unit basis; each account shall be assessed automatic penalties in 
accordance with the schedule and amounts governed by the RSO and 
Rent Board regulations.  

FR-FPW-02 The system shall be able to assess fees and penalties mid-year, on a 
per-unit basis when a unit status changes from EXEMPT to RENTED or 
PARTIALLY COVERED status.  

FR-FPW-03 When a unit status changes from an exempt status to RENTED or 
PARTIALLY COVERED, the system shall calculate registration fees and 
penalties (when applicable) based on the date of the status change 
and in accordance with all applicable ordinances, regulations, and 
statute(s) of limitations.  The system must be able to accurately 
calculate fees/penalties going back to June 1980 (when the Ordinance 
went into effect). Fees will be calculated appropriately depending on 
the individual rates assessed for RENTED and PARTIALLY COVERED 
units. 

FR-FPW-05 The system shall accurately reflect all the outstanding fees and 
penalties in the Accounts Receivable Journal. 

FR-FPW-06 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to utilize built-in approval 
workflows to manage the penalty waiver process for multiple staff-
defined Waiver types.  

FR-FPW-07 Staff shall be able to define an internal process for Automatic Waivers 
of penalties if registration fees are paid and a landlord brings the 
property into compliance within a pre-defined time frame after the 
assessment of the first late penalty.  
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FR-FPW-08 Staff shall have the ability to define the schema, including the amount 
and schedule, that the system uses to calculate 90-Day Administrative 
Waiver amounts based on the landlord’s payment history for the 
property in accordance with the following schedule:  

• For the first late payment within the prior six years: 100% of 
penalties waived; 

• For the second late payment within the prior six years: 90% of 
penalties waived; 

• For the third late payment within the prior six years: 75% of 
penalties waived; 

• For the fourth late payment within the prior six years: 55% of 
penalties waived; 

• For the fifth late payment within the prior six years: 30% of 
penalties waived; 

• For the sixth late payment within the prior six years: waiver 
denied. 

FR-FPW-09 When entering a payment for a fee + partial penalty received between 
July 2 and September 30, the system shall provide automatic 
adjustment of accounts receivable as described above, assuming the 
owner has paid the entire fee plus the correct penalty percentage.  

FR-FPW-10 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to create a 90-Day 
Administrative waiver request for a property that can be reviewed and 
approved by the Rent Board. 

FR-FPW-11 The waiver request case for Rent Board shall have the below 
information: 

• Waiver Number (System Generated) 
• Property Address  
• Transfer Date 
• # of Units on Property 
• # of Units Exempt 
• # of Units Partially Covered 
• Owner 
• Waiver Filed by 
• Other Berkeley Property Owned 
• Late Payment/Penalty History – Includes Registration Year, 

Units Registered Late, Registration Fees Paid, Date Fees Paid 
Penalties Charged, Penalties Forgiven, Penalties Due, and 
TOTALS of the three Penalties columns 

• Summary of Payment History  
• Reason for Penalties 
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• Summary of Late Payments – Includes Registration Year, Units 
Registered Late, Registration Fees Paid, Date Fees Paid 
Penalties Charged, Penalties Forgiven, Penalties Due, and 
TOTALS of the three Penalties columns 

• Grounds Under Regulation 884B 
• Good Cause Claimed by Owner 
• Recommendation 
• Staff Analysis 

FR-FPW-12 The system shall aggregate data and information from each Waiver 
case into a report format that contains the relevant data for the Board 
packet and for Commissioners to review and make determinations.  

FR-FPW-13 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to manually update accounts 
receivable depending on the amount approved/waived by the Berkeley 
Rent Board and maintain an automatic log and audit trail of 
modifications to AR. 

I - INTEGRATION WITH OTHER SYSTEMS 
FR-I-01 The system shall provide secured APIs that will allow other external 

systems to integrate with the solution and enable data analysis, 
business analytics, and compliance reporting for both internal and 
external users.  

FR-I-02 The system shall integrate with City’s GIS Parcel Layer to validate a 
Property address when a new Property is added. 

FR-I-03 The system should have the capability to integrate with e-mail, phone, 
and other agency contact channels to allow staff to easily create new 
cases based on client contacts.  

FR-I-04 System shall allow for staff to create built-in approval workflows and 
notifications for all business processes and define the relevant user 
roles within that process that are integrated with user dashboards. 

FR-I-04 System shall integrate with Microsoft Active Directory and Microsoft 
365 applications including Teams, SharePoint, and Outlook.  

MP - MEDIATION PROCESS 
FR-MP-01 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to administer the Mediation 

process, assign workflow roles to users, and record the results and 
notes associated with the mediation in the property case log.  
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FR-MP-02 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to create a mediation case 
against a unit in the system and move it to different stages of process 
such as requested, assigned, in mediation, closure, and re-open. 

FR-MP-03 After a mediation case is created, Rent Board staff shall be able to 
upload documents and supporting documents that were provided by 
the requestor, and any settlement agreement that was reached.  

FR-MP-04 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to select multiple issues 
involved, create case notes, reminders, and select reasons why a case 
was closed. 

FR-MP-05 The system’s public portal shall allow landlords and tenants to 
complete forms and submit mediation requests online.  

NL - NOTICES & LETTERS 
FR-NL-01 The system shall allow staff to generate notices for all units based on 

criteria and data held within the system. For example, for all units in a 
RENTED status, system shall generate notices of Apparent Lawful 
Rent Ceiling both in batch and on-demand processes. 

FR-NL-02 Notices shall be easily saved to a format that will allow for electronic 
delivery, as well as generate mailing addresses and letter formats that 
are compatible with bulk mailing services through U.S. Mail. 

FR-NL-03 System shall batch generate Tenant and Owner ALRC notices for all 
fully-covered units in RENTED status. 

O - OWNER & OWNER REPRESENTATIVE INFORMATION 
FR-O-01 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to add and update owner 

information for a property.  

FR-O-02 The system shall maintain a historical record of ownership information 
for a property and internal users should be able to view the history 
within the system and export reports to commonly-used formats.  

FR-O-03 The owner management screen at minimum shall allow Rent Board 
staff to enter/update below listed attributes: 

• First name 
• Last name 
• Middle Initial 
• Suffix 
• Address 
• Primary email address 
• Secondary email address 
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• Primary Phone number 
• Secondary Phone Number 
• Owner type (LLC, trust, and individual)  
• Bill receipt preference (email or mail) 

FR-O-04 The system shall generate a unique owner code identifier for every 
owner in the system.  

FR-O-05 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to look up owner information 
by any of the owner information fields, properties owned, and 
ownership percentages by billing code.  

FR-O-06 The system shall create an audit trail any time a change is made to 
property or unit information. The audit trail shall be easily accessible 
to agency users. 

PCC - PROPERTY COMPLIANCE & CERTIFICATION 
FR-PCC-01 The system shall allow Planning Unit staff to make changes to 

Property and certify planning and building data for properties, 
including. 

• Property and Unit Types 
• Legal Number of Units 
• APN 
• Date of Certification 

FR-PH-02 The system shall allow staff to initiate a Property Compliance and 
Certification investigation request, either standalone or connected to 
other case types within the system (such as Counseling, Registration, 
Mediations, Petitions).  

The system shall allow the cases to be assigned to staff members in 
the Planning user role and allow users to upload property information, 
respond with findings, and update certification status.  

FR-PH-03 The system shall allow for external users to initiate property 
certification requests if their property is  

PH - PETITIONS & HEARING PROCESS 
FR-PH-01 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to define user roles, 

notifications, approval workflows, and deadlines for all petition 
processes.  

FR-PH-02 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to create a petition case 
related to a unit in the system and move it to different stages of the 
process such as Petition Initiation, Pre-hearing and Appeals. 
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FR-PH-03 The system shall allow the petition process to be initiated and move 
forward for a property independently of its registration status. 

FR-PH-04 After a petition case is created, Rent Board staff shall be able to 
upload the petition document and supporting document that was 
provided by the petitioner. 

FR-PH-05 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to reassign a case to other 
staff members as the hearing examiner based on defined user roles 
within the system.  

FR-PH-07 The system shall allow a hearing examiner to generate a response 
form to the opposing party that includes a notice of the right to object 
to the petition, a list of the possible objections, and a notice that a 
failure to object within 20 days of the date the notice is mailed may 
constitute a waiver of the respondent's right to object.  

FR-PH-08 The system shall allow Rent Board staff in the Hearing Examiner role 
to add and update the list of possible objections. 

FR-PH-09 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to update the content and 
layout of the response form. 

FR-PH-10 The system shall allow a hearing examiner to set up reminders for the 
objection period expiration. 

FR-PH-11 After the response form is filed, the system shall allow the hearing 
examiner to schedule a hearing and generate emails and letters to 
notify each party by mail of the time and date. 

FR-PH-12 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to record pre-hearing 
decisions and agreement documents on a case if the parties reach an 
agreement.  

FR-PH-13 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to upload all the documents 
related to a hearing such as evidence, proof of service, subpoenas, and 
recordings from hearing sessions. 

FR-PH-14 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to make changes to AGA, Rent 
Ceilings, and Rent Journal for a unit as part of hearing decisions. 

FR-PH-15 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to correct a vacancy 
registration as part of hearing decisions. 

FR-PH-16 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to record decisions on a case 
without hearing if 1) no objections are filed, 2) the petitioner does not 
request a hearing, or 3) the hearing examiner determines that a 
decision can be rendered without the need for live testimony. 
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FR-PH-17 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to initiate an appeal process if 
either parties are not satisfied by the hearing examiner's decision, with 
an automatic expiration date in accordance with regulations if no 
action is taken.  

FR-PH-18 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to upload all the relevant 
documents to the case when an Appeal process and workflow is 
initiated.  

FR-PH-19 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to generate a 
recommendation package that is recorded to the Document 
Management System, and available to the petitioner through the 
Public Portal.  

FR-PH-20 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to record a decision to affirm, 
modify, reverse, or remand the hearing examiner's decision based on 
the outcome of the Appeal. 

FR-PH-21 The system shall provide the flexibility to reconfigure/alter the hearing 
process in future if a change is desired. 

FR-PH-22 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to reconfigure/alter document 
types that shall be collected during the entire process. 

FR-PH-23 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to record notes, comments 
and outcomes at every stage of the hearing process and clearly 
identify if a change to AGA or Rent Journal was made. 

FR-PH-24 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to manually change individual 
units to a “non-compliant” status pursuant to a hearing decision so 
that the AGA will not be granted. 

FR-PH-25 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to consolidate and de-
consolidate petition cases in order to allow certain petition cases to be 
processed together. This feature should allow Rent Board staff to: 

• Associate and disassociate petition cases. 
• Identify one of the associated petition cases as a master case. 
• Allow updating attributes with associated cases in bulk, by 

entering data on the master case. 
• User shall be able to update data on an individual case. 

Rent board staff shall be able to de-associate and process these 
cases separately. 

FR-PH-26 The system’s public portal shall allow landlords and tenants to 
complete online forms and upload documents to submit filings related 
to petitions, including the petition package, respondent’s objection, 
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continuance requests, exhibit lists, and the actual exhibits, as well as 
view final petition documents once a decision is made.  

PP - PUBLIC PORTAL 
FR-PP-01 The system shall allow landlord and agents to register for a username 

and password to login into the public portal.  

FR-PP-02 The system shall follow best practices for security, accessibility, and 
user experience for an online user-based system, including multi-
factor authentication, password enforcement, and account recovery. 

FR-PP-03 The registration process shall use property and billing code and email 
information to identify and validate a user. 

FR-PP-04 The system shall allow authorized users to login to the public portal to 
view all activity related to their properties or units, including 
outstanding balances, unit status, registration status, active petitions, 
mediations, and exemption requests.  

FR-PP-05 The system shall allow authorized users to register a new tenancy for 
“Rented” status properties using the public portal. 

FR-PP-06 The system shall allow authorized public portal users to initiate 
exemption requests and upload all associated documents.  

FR-PP-07 The system shall display a real-time, comprehensive balance for each 
property, inclusive of all current and prior year registration fees, 
penalties, waivers, and applicable exemptions regardless of 
registration status. The system must: 

• Show current fiscal year charges (fees and penalties) even if 
registration is not yet closed. 

• Clearly distinguish between current and prior year charges, 
while also presenting a total amount due. 

• Automatically update the total balance when exemptions are 
applied, ensuring property owners see an accurate amount 
owed at all times. 

• Allow authorized users and property owners to view and pay the 
full balance through the public portal, with itemized breakdowns 
for transparency. 

FR-PP-08 The system shall present a clear breakdown of all the fees and 
penalties for a property, when user is attempting to make a payment 
using the public portal. 
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FR-PP-09 The system shall present the processing fees associated with 
payment to the user, when a user is attempting to make a payment 
using the public portal. 

FR-PP-10 The system shall allow authorized users to update their online account 
profile for the public portal. 

FR-PP-11 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to view new Login ID requests 
and set up new user accounts for the public portal. 

FR-PP-12 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to manage user accounts for 
the public portal. 

FR-PP-13 The system shall integrate seamlessly with the payment processor, 
providing an integrated connected flow for the user when making 
payment. 

FR-PP-14 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to post informational 
messages to the public portal in certain predefined sections of the 
website.  

FR-PP-15 The system shall provide a data dashboard for users to view 
information on unit address, status, tenancy start date, rent ceiling, 
housing services, # bedrooms, and #occupants to a public-facing data 
dashboard. Staff shall be able to define which data types in the system 
are displayed and available for viewing and export from the data 
dashboard.  

 

RD - REPORTING & DASHBOARDS 
FR-RD-01 The system shall provide a dashboard that will capture the current 

operational state of the Rent Board. 

This operational dashboard shall include, but not be limited to:  

• Total number of active cases in the system, by case type such 
as registration, exemption verification, counseling, petitions, 
collections, etc. in a given period. 

• Total number of cases assigned to each member of the 
registration unit in a given period. 

• Number of cases open and pending a first action by case type 
in a given period. 

• Number of cases closed and verified in a given period. 
• Average resolution time by case type in a given period. 

FR-RD-02 The system shall provide a property and unit dashboard for the 
registration team that shall include: 



Appendix A – High Level Functional Requirements 
City of Berkeley RFP No. 26-11777-C 

Page 30 of 35 
 

 

• Total number of units in compliance in a given period. 
• Total number of units in various types of status in a given 

period. 
• Total number of units in exemption verification process in a 

given period. 
• Total number of units involved in evictions in a given period. 

FR-RD-03 The system shall provide a dashboard for the registration team that 
shall include: 

• Total number of new tenancies (currently represented by 
Vacancy Registration Forms) filed in a given period. 

• Total number of unit status changes performed in a given 
period. 

FR-RD-04 The system shall provide a financial dashboard that shall include: 

• Total Payments collected, by payment type in a given period. 
• Total Payments (collected & outstanding) by fee type in a given 

period. 
• Internal expenditures and revenues against approved budget 

allocations 

FR-RD-05 The system shall provide a Hearing Examiner/Mediator dashboard 
that shall include:  

• Total Petitions filed, by petition type in a given period. 
• Total Petitions filed by outcomes in a given period. 
• Average resolution time for petition cases. 
• Total Mediations requested, by mediation issue(s) in a given 

period. 
• Total Mediations filed by issue(s) and outcomes in a given 

period. 
• Average resolution time for mediation cases by reasons for 

closing. 

FR-RD-06 The system should provide a Public Information Unit/Counseling 
Dashboard that shall include: 

• Data on the number of open cases, able to be filtered by date 
range and counselor name 

• Number of recent cases opened by counselors 
• Number of recent cases by topic 
• Average number of cases by topic  
• Daily, weekly, and monthly client activity to counselors (calls, 

emails, appointments) 
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• Average open case time by date range, type, and counselor  

FR-RD-07 The system should provide a Housing Counselor dashboard for users 
in the Housing Counselor role. This dashboard should include the 
following information:  

• Number of open cases for the User 
• Number of recent cases (default to last 5 business days). 
• Number of cases by issue and status (Select past week, month, 

quarter, or year). 
• A clickable list of current open cases with key information such 

as client name, property/unit address, case type, case created 
date, and deadline. 

FR-RD-08 The system shall produce reports that are exportable to csv, excel, and 
pdf. Data in CSV, and XLS format shall export in data types relevant to 
that field that enable further processing and analysis of the data. 
Reports shall be able to be bookmarked, shared, and saved with 
internal staff. 

The system shall be able to produce the following reports at a 
minimum. This list is not comprehensive.  

• Data by unit, current data. For internal staff use. 
• Data by unit, current data. For use by the public. This report 

masks the status of subsidized units and changes their status 
to MISC. This report also excludes tenant names. 

• All rented units report as of selected date. This report produces 
data for all units with a “rented” status as of the entered data, 
and the rest of the unit data must reflect what was true on the 
entered date. 

• New Tenancy by Date. User must give a date range and report 
produces unit by unit data for tenancies that began within that 
date range. If a particular unit has multiple tenancies within the 
entered date range they should all be included in the report.  

• Evictions Report. The system should produce a report of all 
evictions entered in the system. 

• Owner Contact Info Report. This report should produce name, 
mailing address, email, and phone number of each owner with 
at least one unit with a rented status. 

• Tenant Contact Info Report. This report should produce name, 
mailing address, email, and phone number of each tenant of a 
unit with a rented status. 

• Billing Contact Report. This report should produce name, 
mailing address, email, and phone number of each owner or 
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agent that is the designated billing contact for all properties 
with at least one unit in a rented status. 

• Rental Income Report. This report generates a calendar year 
estimate of rental income (based on the monthly rent ceiling) of 
all properties with at least one rented unit at any time during the 
selected year. 

FR-RD-09 The system shall provide the ability to explore the data and create 
custom reports and dashboards from data in the database/tables and 
be able to save and share custom reports.  

FR-RD-10 Users shall be able to save custom reports to their own user 
dashboard.  

 

RF - REGISTRATION FORMS 
FR-RF-01 The system shall allow registration staff to create and enter required 

Registration forms into the system, including Initial Registration 
Statements (IRS), Amended Registration Statements (ARS), Vacancy 
Registration (VR), and others. 

FR-RF-02 The system shall allow for forms to collect data for the following 
fields: 

• Ownership, mailing, and billing contact 
• Unit status and claim exemptions 
• Rental history 
• Tenancy history 
• - Housing services 

FR-RF-03 The system shall allow registration staff to look up property and unit 
information from existing records before creating a new property or 
unit, while entering information. 

FR-RF-04 The system shall prevent registration staff from creating duplicate 
property or unit information and deliver warning message. 

FR-RF-05 The system shall allow staff to look up and verify owner/manager 
information before creating a new owner or agent.  

FR-RF-06 The system shall have the ability to check for conflicting information 
between new forms and existing system data.  

FR-RF-07 The system shall calculate outstanding fees and penalties owed on 
the property based on information entered by staff.  
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FR-RF-08 The system shall allow uploading an application and other documents 
to the Document Management System as part of processing any 
registration forms.  

FR-RF-09 The system shall allow staff to start, stop, and resume processing of 
all forms, and store incomplete forms so that they can be completed 
and submitted at a later time. 

FR-RF-10 The system shall allow registration staff to assign pending 
applications to other staff members based on user role permissions.  

FR-RF-11 The system shall allow creating an exemption verification process if 
there is an exemption claimed during the processing of IRS/ARS or VR 
forms.  

FR-RF-12 The system shall automatically update tenancy information for both 
tenant and owner user profiles based on the information given in the 
application.  

 

RJ - RENT JOURNAL 
FR-RJ-01 The system shall allow users to view rent journals for each unit, 

maintained in chronological order. Staff shall be able to define which 
fields are viewable by user type. 

FR-RJ-02 A rent journal entry shall capture below listed information: 

• Rent Effective Date 
• Description/Reason for Adjustment/Exemption 
• Adjustment Amount 
• Adjustment Type 
• Temporary or Non-temporary Adjustment 
• Adjustment/Exemption Granted Date 
• Adjustment/Exemption Stop Date 
• Total Rent Including Adjustments and Exemptions 
• Total Rent Excluding Adjustments and Exemptions 
• Entry Type – Auto or Manual 
• Entry Date 
• Entry User 

FR-RJ-03 The system shall allow staff to add a new rent journal entry to update 
rent ceilings based on the results of Petition/Hearing decisions. 

FR-RJ-04 The Rent Journal function shall be able to flag and upload to the 
Document Management System when a Certificate of Permissible 
Rent Level is completed for a specific property/unit. 
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T - TENANT INFORMATION 
FR-T-01 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to add and update tenant 

information for a unit. 

FR-T-02 The Tenant Management screen shall allow Rent Board staff to 
enter/update below listed attributes for all units regardless of unit 
coverage.  

• First Name 
• Last Name 
• Middle Name/Initial 
• Phone Number 
• Primary Email Address 

FR-T-03 The system shall check if the tenant is already listed as part of a 
tenancy on an existing rental unit and notify Rent Board users of 
potential duplicate entries during the tenancy registration process. 

UP - UNIT & PROPERTY INFORMATION 
FR-UP-01 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to add and update property 

and unit information. Rent Board staff must be able to add a property 
as part of both the initial registration process or as a stand-alone data 
entry process. 

FR-UP-02 The property management screen at minimum shall allow 
entering/updating the below listed attributes: 

• Tract 
• Subdivision 
• Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 
• Number of units 
• Details about compliance 
• Type of building 
• Owner information 
• Owner representative information 
• Additional owner information & their ownership percentages 
• Agent information 
• Coverage Type 
• Property Flags 
• Property Notes 

FR-UP-03 The system shall allow adding and updating units within a property. A 
unit can be added as part of the initial registration process or as a 
stand-alone data entry task. 
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FR-UP-04 The unit management screen at minimum shall allow 
entering/updating the below listed attributes: 

• Number of bedrooms 
• Unit type 
• Unit status 
• Unit smoking prohibition 
• Services available  
• Unit secondary address 
• Details about compliance 
• Unit Coverage Type 

FR-UP-05 The system shall create an audit trail any time a change is made to 
property or unit information. The audit trail shall be easily accessible to 
designated agency users.  

FR-UP-06 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to track and manage Condo 
Conversion and Parcel Splits and allow for unit occupancy and rental 
history to be ported over new condo parcels or new lots after parcel 
splits.  

FR-UP-07 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to deny Annual General 
Adjustments (AGA) based on a set of predefined conditions.  

UR - USER ROLES & ACCESS 
FR-UR-01 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to configure user roles and 

access privileges (such as Administrator, Supervisor, Registration 
Specialist, Housing Counselor, Hearings Examiner). A detailed list will 
be developed during the system implementation. 

FR-UR-02 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to create new users under 
these roles and grant access permissions. 

FR-UR-03 The system shall allow Rent Board staff to block internal and external 
user accounts and add or remove access privileges both at the user 
role and user level. 

FR-UR-04 The system shall retain information associated with users that are no 
longer active in the system. 
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APPENDIX B 
Scope of Services – List of Deliverables 

No.  Deliverable  Frequency or Number 
A-1 Business Requirements Document (BRD) 1 Draft & 1 Final version  
A-2 Functional Specifications Document (FSD) 1 Draft & 1 Final version 
A-3 Process Flow Diagrams 1 Draft & 1 Final version 
A-4 Gap Analysis Reports 1 Draft & 1 Final version 
A-5 Preliminary Data Migration Plan 1 Draft & 1 Final version 
B-1 System Design Document 1 Draft & 1 Final version 
B-2 UI/UX Wireframes 1 Draft & 1 Final version  
B-3 UI/UX Final Designs 1 Draft & 1 Final version 
B-4 Review Environment As requested/required 
B-5 Data Migration Plan & Execution 1 Draft & 1 Final version 
B-6 System Installation & Production Once after Board approval 
B-7 Administration Manual 1 Draft & 1 Final version 
B-8 Acceptance Test Plan 1 Draft & 1 Final version 
B-9 System Resiliency Plan 1 Draft & 1 Final version 
C-1 Acceptance Testing As scheduled and approved by 

Board 
C-2 System Verification Review (SVR) Due 10 days after test completion 
D-1 Training Plan and Schedule 1 Draft & 1 Final Version 
D-2 Training Materials (Written and Video) Drafts & Final Versions 
D-3 Training Sessions As scheduled and approved by 

Board 
D-4  Training Summary Report 1 Draft & 1 Final Version 
D-5 Knowledge Transfer Completion Report 1 Draft & 1 Final Version 
E-1 Operational Readiness Review (ORR) 

Certification 
Per schedule approved by Board 

E-2 Final Readiness Checklist 1 Draft & 1 Final Versions 
E-3 Final data migration from current system Per schedule approved by Board 
E-4 New System Launch Per schedule approved by Board 
E-5 Post Transition Report Within 10 business days of system 

launch  
F-1 Ongoing System Maintenance Daily and as needed. 
F-2 Monthly System Performance Reports Monthly 
F-3 Improvements & New Developments Per separate agreements 
F-4 Updated documentation as needed As needed 
G-1 Disposition Plan No later than 30 days prior to the 

EOL date, as approved by the Rent 
Board. 

G-2 Transition Report Within 5 business days after the 
EOL date. 

G-3 Archived Materials By EOL date 
 



City of Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board              Specification No. 26-11777-C                  Page C-1 
Comprehensive Rental Information and Housing Services Management System    Release Date 01/21/26 

 

 

APPENDIX C – PRIVACY, SECURITY, AND RESILIENCE REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(This page intentionally left blank) 



   
 

APPENDIX C - PRIVACY, SECURITY, AND RESILIENCE 
 
This is an Appendix attached to and incorporated by reference with the Agreement made on DATE between the CITY 
OF BERKELEY (“City”) and <Vendor’s Name>, (“Consultant”), providing for the licensing and services related to 
the <Vendor’s Name> hosted software system (Software). 

1. INFORMATION SECURITY AND PRIVACY 

1.1. Consultant understands and agrees that, in the performance of the services under this Agreement, 
Consultant may have access to private or confidential information owned or controlled by City and that 
such information may contain confidential or proprietary details, the disclosure of which to third parties 
may be damaging to City. 
 

1.2. Consultant’s provision of Hosted Services requires Consultant to collect information that may include 
confidential and private information from/or about third parties. Consultant is authorized by the Agreement 
to collect, store, disclose or otherwise handle data that is regulated or otherwise recognized by City as 
privacy data but not Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (“HIPAA”) regulated data 
(including records and metadata). Vendor shall retain data only for deliberate, documented purposes. Vendor 
shall ensure that the longest retention period any privacy data is subject to dictates the end of that data’s 
business purpose defined by City and this Agreement 

1.3. Consultant will store the information on a secure remote server using reasonable safeguards in accordance 
with the Security Standards of the Agreement codified in DATA SECURITY (Section 2 below) and 
Consultant’s published on-line privacy policies and in compliance with applicable laws, codes of practice, 
and other legal obligations associated with the collection, use, and disclosure of personal information. 
Consultant shall exercise the same standard of care to protect such information as a reasonably prudent 
Consultant would use to protect its own proprietary and confidential data. City will be responsible for 
protecting the privacy and security of any information that City retrieves from Consultant‘s servers and 
shall prevent any unauthorized or illegal use or dissemination of such information and shall be solely 
responsible for ensuring compliance with any applicable data and privacy protection laws, codes of 
practice, and other legal obligations associated with the collection, use and disclosure of personal 
information by City, including such disclosure to Consultant as is necessary for Consultant to provide the 
Services to City. City shall exclusively own the personal data collected and managed by Consultant in 
connection with the Hosted Services, provided however that Consultant is granted a royalty-free, perpetual, 
non-exclusive right and license to use, reproduce, distribute and adapt the collected data as is necessary for 
Consultant to perform its obligations under this Agreement. 

1.4. Compliance with laws: CONSULTANT shall comply with any statutes and regulations that apply to its 
provision of the Subscription Service, Professional Services, Software, Documentation, Development 
Tools and Deliverables, under the Agreement, including but not limited to those applicable to the privacy 
and security of personal information, including trans-border data transfers and data breach notification 
requirements as required of CONSULTANT by law. City of Berkeley shall comply with all laws that apply 
to its use of the Subscription Service, Professional Services, Software, Documentation, Development Tools 
and Deliverables, under the Agreement, including but not limited to those applicable to collection and 
processing of City Data in CONSULTANT systems through the Subscription Service. City agrees to 
provide any required disclosures to and obtain any required consents for the transfer of City Data to 
CONSULTANT.  

2. DATA SECURITY 

Consultant shall establish, implement and maintain security written procedures, practices and internal controls 
appropriate to information technology (IT) service Consultants (ITSP) to support the following minimum 
information security standards (these “Security Standards”) which protect City Data from unauthorized access, 
destruction, use, modification, or disclosure, as described in Consultant’s Data Security Guide attached hereto, 
and incorporated herein by reference: 

 

2.1. ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROLS 



   
 

• Security Officer: Appoint a head security officer to be responsible for implementing policies, 
procedures and internal controls to carry out these Security Standards. 

 
• Cyber-Resilience Program: Document in a Data Security Guide the Consultant’s cyber-resilience 

program. Consultant’s cyber-resilience program will include, at a minimum: (i) physical, 
administrative and technical security controls; (ii) service interruption and data breach notification 
procedures (such as runbook) and metrics; (iii) release and system upgrade policy and procedures 
that include and address cybersecurity; (iv) service and disaster availability procedures (such as 
runbook) and metrics; and (v) Consultant’s security, governance, and compliance policy and 
procedures applicable to its third-parties. 

 
• Personnel Security: To the fullest extent allowed under applicable laws, Vendor shall not hire, retain 

or engage officers or employees (including de facto employees, or agents or third-party contractors 
having officers or employees), collectively “Workers," who have been convicted of or entered into 
a court-supervised diversion program for fraud, embezzlement, larceny, perjury, terrorism, or breach 
of trust or fiduciary duty, to perform any responsibilities or functions in connection with: 

 
◦ Processing City’s private or confidential information owned or controlled by City, or 
◦ Creating, programming, or maintaining security-related IT environments, systems, 

applications, or technical services in connection with the Agreement 
 
• Personnel Training: Train Workers on these Security Standards, and contractually bind Workers to 

the obligation to comply with these Security Standards and maintain the physical, operational and 
technological security of City private and confidential information. 
 

• Secure Areas: Restrict, control and monitor all physical and logical areas in Consultant’s IT 
environments that contain City private and confidential information, servers, switches, developers 
and administrators’ work areas, or other operationally sensitive equipment (“Secure Area”). 
Physical Secure Areas controls are addressed are addressed in Physical Controls (Section 2.4). 
Logical Secure Areas controls are addressed in Technical Controls (Section 2.5) and Remote Access 
(APPENDIX D). 
 

• Approved Access: Approve all physical and logical access for physical and logical Secure Areas. 
Consultant’s Secure Area access-approval process must be documented and records must be 
maintained for three (3) years. 

 
2.2. TESTING 

• Disaster Recovery (DR) Testing: Test Consultant’s DR plan each time the plan is re-published, but 
not less than once every twelve (12) months, by using any of several standard testing methods, 
including without limitation structured read-throughs, scenario or tabletop testing, functional 
testing, and full-scale testing. 
 

• Security Testing: Implement a repeatable and documented set of security tests for hardware, 
software and services – including but not limited to the production environment, releases of 
Software-as-a-Service (SaaS), other Cloud-based “as-a-Services” (PaaS, IaaS, DRaaS, etc.), 
containers and application program interfaces (APIs) used to deliver services of the Agreement or 
host City data within the scope of the Agreement. Determine the objectives of each security test, 
and tailor the approach accordingly. Analyze findings, and develop mitigation techniques to address 
(i) poor testing effectiveness metrics and (ii) any weaknesses discovered through the tests. At the 
City's request, cooperate with City and its contracted resources to conduct security quality assurance 
and penetration tests on a mutually agreeable schedule. 

2.3. RECORD RETENTION 

• IT Operations Logs and Records: Maintain, and be prepared to show City at City’s request, 
complete, clear and accurate logs, trouble-ticket logs, records of patches applied, and reports 



   
 

documenting the security tools, devices, measures, controls, procedures and practices for 
implementing these Security Standards. 
 

• Logical Access Logs and Records: Retain all identity and access management (IAM) records for at 
least three years, and make them available for City's inspection in accordance with the audit 
provisions of the Agreement. Records need not be retained on systems brokering access. At 
minimum, the identity and date and time of access by any party (including but not limited to 
Workers) as well as all changes in elevated privileges must be included. Include in these records 
signed approvals, following Consultant’s Secure Area access-approval process, for access to and 
the hierarchy of provisioned privileges within logical Secure Areas by Workers and any other 
persons authorized. 

 
• Physical Access Logs and Records: Retain for at least three years all physical access records for all 

Secure Areas that host or access IT used to deliver hardware, software and services – including but 
not limited to releases of Software-as-a-Service (SaaS), other Cloud-based “as-a-Services” (PaaS, 
IaaS, DRaaS, etc.), containers and APIs to City under the Agreement, and make them available for 
City's inspection in accordance with the audit provisions of the Agreement. At minimum, the 
identity and date and time of access by any party (including but not limited to Workers) must be 
included. Include in these records signed approvals, following Consultant’s Secure Area access-
approval process, for access to physical Secure Areas by Workers and any other persons authorized. 

 
• Incident Logs: Provide City with a quarterly consolidated report that includes all reported and 

researched security incidents. 
 
• DR Test Results: Report in writing the results of each DR test and deliver the written test results, 

certified and signed by Consultant’s authorized officer, to City's Department of IT within ninety 
(90) days following completion of the test. The report must include: (i) any errors, omissions, 
inaccuracies and outdated information discovered in the DR plan by the test, (ii) corrective action 
planned for these errors, omissions, inaccuracies and outdated information, and (iii) the date by 
which Consultant will complete corrective actions. 

2.4. PHYSICAL CONTROLS 

• PHYSICAL ACCESS MANAGEMENT   

Implement and regularly test the following physical security measures in each physical Secure Area, as 
detailed below:  

2.4..1. Card Access Control: Use card-access controls to partition physical Secure Areas. 
 
2.4..2. CCTV coverage: Use CCTV monitoring and recording devices, including motion-activated devices, 

in all physical Secure Areas containing: hard copies of City private and confidential information, 
including without limitation our proprietary operational information); servers, transfer switches, 
telecom link-lines or card-access system links; access areas to and from general work areas; 
hardware security modules (HSM) and key management equipment, tokens and codes;  and all 
sensitive/restricted areas. 

 
2.4..3. Physical security presence: Use guards where Card Access Control and CCTV coverage are not 

possible or are not industry best practice. 
 
2.4..4. Security management monitoring: Use supervisors, staff monitoring CCTV, and other overseers of 

physical security to ensure dual-control of physical Secure Areas. 
 
2.4..5. Segregate all City’s physical and virtual IT environments, servers, switches and operationally 

sensitive instances and equipment from those for services and functions Consultant performs for 
Consultant’s clients and consumers other than City. 

 



   
 

2.4..6. Do not allow Consultant’s outside support-services personnel to access physical Secure Areas. All 
access to these areas by support services personnel must be controlled, documented and physically 
accompanied by Consultant’s pre-approved staff. 

2.5. TECHNICAL CONTROLS 

• SYSTEMS AND APPLICATIONS RESILIENCE 

2.5..1. Consistent Emphasis on Security: Throughout the design, development and distribution (in any 
medium) of IT environments, service, containers, systems, releases, hardware and software 
applications and APIs, consistently apply information-security and technology-security 
considerations, and maintain industry-relevant, state-of-the-art security tools, devices, measures, 
controls, procedures and practices. 
 

2.5..2. Fully Documented Features: Develop hardware, software and services – including but not limited 
to releases of Software-as-a-Service (SaaS), other Cloud-based “as-a-Services” (PaaS, IaaS, DRaaS, 
etc.), containers and APIs – by using only fully documented features that do not disregard or 
circumvent these Security Standards, including without limitation, bypassing or blocking security 
controls. Promptly report to City (during the design phase) any deviations from the foregoing 
requirement and cooperate with and support City to remove those deviations. If Consultant or City 
discovers any inadequate or inappropriate security, promptly take corrective action. Cooperate with 
City if same decides to block or remove/de-install Consultant’s product from City IT until the 
undocumented features and/or security-threatening deviations are corrected. Ensure that hardware 
and software developed by agents and third-party contractors also meet these requirements. 

 
2.5..3. Change and Version Management: Maintain configurations and versions of products or services 

(including without limitation releases, software, containers, and APIs) through change management 
and version control. Maintain hard-copy and electronic documents showing the configuration and 
version control of products and services that Consultant delivers to City under the Agreement. 
Normally, a Change Control Request (CCR) shall be submitted by Consultant as a notification to 
the City Change Advisory Board (CAB) – no approval is required. When City testing of the CCR is 
anticipated or required, Consultant shall submit CCR at least two (2) weeks advanced and CCR 
must be approved by CAB. CCRs disapproved by CAB cannot be implemented by Consultant. 

 
2.5..4. Data Back-up: Protect and back-up releases, software containers and APIs, program files and data, 

and all City’s data, including without limitation City’s private and confidential information needed 
for the operation of Agreement-required functions to a secure off-site location (sufficiently distant 
so as to avoid the effects of an interruption that affects your processing center). 

 
2.5..5. Continuity: In the event the hosted service or any component thereof is rendered inoperative as a 

result of a natural or other disaster, continue to meet the terms and requirements of the Agreement 
through alternative means until your Agreement-required functions are recovered. 

 
2.5..6. Restoration: In the event the hosted service or any component thereof is rendered inoperative as a 

result of a natural or other disaster, complete the recovery, resumption, and/or restoration activities 
as described in Consultant’s DR Plan to achieve the Recovery Time Objective (RTO) of each 
affected function. 

 
2.5..7. Unrecoverable Disaster: In the event the hosted service or any component thereof is rendered 

permanently inoperative as a result of a natural or other disaster, Consultant will make all 
commercially reasonable efforts to facilitate the expeditious restoration of the services. Where 
Consultant is unable to restore Services in a reasonable timeframe as specified by service-level 
agreement (SLA), City may exercise its right to terminate the agreement. 

 
 
 
 

• LOGICAL ACCESS MANAGEMENT 



   
 

Consultant’s identity and access management (IAM) technology implements: 

2.5..8. Least Privilege: Limits systems access to Workers and resources that are needed to perform specific 
responsibilities or functions. 
 

2.5..9. Access Accounts: Assigns an individual account to each Worker who is given systems access. The 
access account must be authorized through NEXGEN’ documented IAM system and registered to 
the individual Worker. 

 
2.5..10. Authentication and Authorization Credentials: Requires each access-authorized Worker to use an 

authentication mechanism and unique credentials (e.g., ID and passcode/password) for that Worker’s 
access account. Prohibits Workers from writing down, from sharing such credentials with anyone, 
from storing such credential in login scripts or other human-readable forms, from hard-coding such 
credentials in computers, from placing such credentials in any other locations, or from programming 
such credentials into function keys without appropriate login controls and encryption protection. 
Powerful accounts must be afforded strong protection, such as multifactor authentication (MFA/2FA) 
for administrators. 

 
2.5..11. Process and Service Accounts: Assigns process and service accounts. Define and classify process 

and service accounts. Proactively manage, monitor, and control process and service account access 
by automatically discovering and storing accounts; scheduling credential rotation; audit, analyze, and 
manage activity; and monitor credentials to quickly detect and respond to suspicious and malicious 
activity. 

 
2.5..12. Worker Access Review and Termination: Periodic access reviews that audit and monitor all users, 

especially those with elevated rights, on the Consultant’s systems, and enable the immediate 
termination of access and privileges as warranted by change of job duties or termination in 
accordance with the principle of least privilege. The access of City Workers for whom we have given 
written notice to Consultant must be blocked or the authentication mechanism must otherwise 
invalidate access attempts within one (1) day of notice. Documentation of access reviews and 
termination actions must facilitate reporting to and examination by the City. 

 
2.5..13. Cloud Access Provisioning: Cloud Service Consultants (CSP) support City’s use of a Cloud Access 

Security Broker (CASB), including but not limited to managing an Internet Protocol (IP) whitelist 
and IPSEC/GRE tunneling, as appropriate, to explicitly restrict and permit traffic into and out of 
City’s instance. 

• UNAUTHORIZED TRAFFIC 

Design, develop and maintain instances, releases, devices, networks and systems (collectively, "IT") and the 
connectivity of Consultant’s IT to City IT (or to the IT of the City's third-party contractors) which prevent 
unauthorized traffic from accessing or passing through City IT (or the IT of the City's third-party contractors).  

2.5..14. Storage, Handling and Disposal of City Data: Separate and segregate all City private and 
confidential information received (whether received from the City or from another source), 
developed or processed under the Agreement from all information other than City data. At a 
minimum, encrypt all such data in storage and transit following industry standards and as technology 
permits. Where specified by the City, provide the City the capability to encrypt private and 
confidential information using City owned and managed key management technologies. Unless the 
City directs otherwise, properly destroy City private and confidential information when no longer 
required by the business processes of the Agreement, in accordance with industry best practices, 
provided that such destruction meets any requirements that the City reasonably specifies. 
 

2.5..15. Security Vulnerability Notification and Resolution: Subscribe to third-party, industry-recognized 
security-vulnerability and security-notification services applicable to Consultant’s IT used to store, 
handle or dispose of City private and confidential data. In a timely manner, review associated 
notifications and patches, test patches, schedule and apply patches, validate patch implementation, 
and record the findings, results and action taken (scheduled and ad hoc) as a result of these reviews. 



   
 

Include, at a minimum, security vulnerability resolution measures within Consultant’s release cycle 
cadence. 

 
2.5..16. Security Health Check and Certification: Make viewable to the City any applicable third-party 

security health/hygiene services and vulnerability/security scoring services to which the Consultant 
subscribes. At a minimum, make viewable to the City (electronically or as a report) all third-party 
certifications / attestations. 

 
2.5..17. Security-Event Monitoring and Management: Continually monitor environments, systems, 

applications, processes and accounts for actual or potential security intrusions or violations. 
Promptly notify City according to BREACH NOTIFICATION / INCIDENT REPORTING (Section 
2) below if suspicious conditions or activities are detected indicating an actual or potential security 
intrusion or violation. At City’s option, cease, suspend, alter, modify or replace, as reasonably 
necessary, the products or services to be delivered or performed under the Agreement. 

 
2.5..18. Share Responsibility Matrix: Cloud Service Consultants (CSP) shall operate following a 

documented, shared responsibility matrix that has been approved by the City. 

3. BREACH NOTIFICATION / INCIDENT REPORTING 

3.1. Interruption in Service Delivery: If any of the Agreement-required functions are interrupted, the Consultant 
will: 
 
• Complete the recovery, resumption, and/or restoration activities as described in your DR plan to 

ensure continued compliance with all of the service levels set forth in this agreement. 
 

• Within 2 hours: Using an agreed and documented notification procedures (such as runbook), notify 
City of Berkeley's Department of Information Technology within 2 hours of an interruption of an 
Agreement-required function, an initial report that includes the nature of the interruption and an 
estimate of the time it will take to return to agreement-required service levels. 

 
• Following restoration of Agreement-required functions to normal: Provide City a complete 

report within 10 days, including a description of each Agreement-required function interrupted, the 
time required for recovery and return to Agreement-required service levels, Agreement-required 
products or services that were not provided or only partially provided as a result of the interruption, 
the specific corrective action taken, and the material effect, if any, on us and whether or not the DR 
Plan was adhered to and if not, what changes will be made to the Plan. 

 Suspected Security Incident: If you receive notice or other alert as to any actual or potential security 
intrusion or violation that will or could affect the City of Berkeley, its other vendors, or users of your 
application / service under the Agreement in matters exposing or impacting private and confidential 
information, including without limitation, City and its customers data and financial data (such as leak or 
loss), or service and system integrity and transactional accountability (such as failure/loss of fraud detection 
systems, data diddling, errors and omissions, etc.) or the City reputation risk status, complete the following. 
Notice or other alert includes any complaint or report you receive from a third party, including customers. 
Incidents include, without limitation, violations or potential violations of a federal or state law and industry 
regulations. 

 

• Within 24 hours: Using the suspicious@berkeleyca.gov email address, notify City of Berkeley's 
Department of Information Technology of the alert and incident. In your notification, report to the 
City: (i) on the nature of the incident, (ii) estimated impact on us, and (iii) investigative action taken 
or planned. 
 

• Within 3 business days after the initial incident report: Provide City with a written updated report 
that summarizes the results of the investigative action and corrective/remedial action taken. 

 
• Upon completion of the investigation: Provide City with a final written report that gives a full 

accounting of the extent of the security intrusion or security violation; a description of any private 
and confidential information disclosed, destroyed, compromised or altered; specific 

mailto:suspicious@berkeleyca.gov


   
 

corrective/remedial action taken; all supporting technical documentation that may include without 
limitation application and system network logs, and the cybersecurity impact on us and our systems. 

 
1.4. Suspected Privacy Incident: If you discover or are notified of a Privacy or Information Security Incident 

relating to Customer Data, Consultant shall, to the extent not prohibited by applicable law and at 
Consultant’s cost and expense: (i) notify City of Berkeley of such Information Security Incident as set forth 
in section 3.2 (above), (ii) investigate such breach, (iii) inform City of Berkeley of the results of such 
investigation, and (iv) assist the City of Berkeley and State and Federal Agencies impacted by the breach 
with their reports, including but not limited to cyber suspicious activity reports (Cyber-SAR) and 
investigations, (v) assist City of Berkeley in maintaining the privacy and confidentiality of such information, 
(vi) cooperate in, support and assist City of Berkeley in making required breach notifications. 
 
1.4.1. Consultant agrees to reasonably cooperate and coordinate with City of Berkeley concerning: (i) 

City’s investigation, enforcement, monitoring, document preparation, notification requirements, 
efforts to prevent and mitigate, and reporting concerning Privacy and/or Information Security 
Incidents and Consultant’s and City’s compliance with Privacy and Information Security Laws; and 
(ii) any other activities or duties set forth under this Exhibit for which cooperation between 
Consultant and City of Berkeley may be reasonably necessary. 

 
1.4.2. Any determination regarding the applicability of Information Security Laws or Privacy Laws to a 

Privacy or Information Security Incident and the scope of the obligations pursuant to such laws shall 
be within the reasonable discretion of City of Berkeley, and Consultant shall comply with any such 
reasonable determination. 

 
1.4.3. When City of Berkeley elects to contact regulators or law enforcement agencies regarding a Privacy 

or Information Security Incident, Consultant agrees to cooperate fully with such regulator or law 
enforcement agencies and any reasonable decision made by City of Berkeley regarding the scope 
and goals of any investigation undertaken by such regulator or law enforcement agencies.  

 
1.4.4. The content of any filings, communications, notices, press releases or reports related to any Privacy 

Incident referencing City of Berkeley must be approved by City prior to any publication or 
communication thereof. If requested by City of Berkeley, Consultant shall provide notice to 
individuals, who’s Personal Information was affected by the Privacy Incident in a manner and 
format mutually agreed upon between Consultant and City, as well as any other third parties, such 
as regulators, law enforcement agencies and consumer reporting agencies.  

 
1.4.5. Consultant further authorizes City of Berkeley, in the City’s sole discretion and at the Consultant’s 

sole expense, to provide notice of any reasonably required information and documents concerning 
any Privacy Incident, to individuals or third parties that may have been affected by the Privacy 
Incident, as well as to law enforcement authorities, regulators, and consumer reporting agency. 

 
1.5. Assistance in Litigation or Administrative Proceedings: Consultant shall make itself, and any 

subcontractors, employees, or agents assisting Consultant in the performance of its obligations under the 
Contract or Addendum, available to City of Berkeley, at no cost to City of Berkeley, to testify as witnesses, 
or otherwise, in the event of litigation or administrative proceedings being commenced against City of 
Berkeley, its directors, officers, or employees based upon a claimed violation of applicable privacy and 
security laws and regulations except where Consultant or its subcontractor, employee or agent is a named 
adverse party. 

4. CONSULTANT’S THIRD PARTIES 

For Services performed by a Consultant's third-party (Party), Consultant will cause such Party to comply with this 
Agreement and the documentation herein. Consultant will remain solely liable for the acts or omissions of any such 
Party.  Specifically, as part of this oversight responsibility: 

4.1. Consultant must employ a vendor management and security due diligence program, reasonably approved 
by the City. Consultant must report to the City any proposed Party that cannot materially fulfil 
confidentiality or security requirements in this Agreement or the security documentation required by this 
section. City of Berkeley’s cyber security and Department of Information Technology (DoIT) vendor 



   
 

management must review, on a case-by-case basis, each Party proposed by Consultant and approve or 
disapprove of the proposed Party in accordance with the terms of the Agreement. 
 

4.2. Consultant must require each Party to comply with the requirements of the City of Berkeley’s Policies, 
Standards, and Guidelines and must monitor each such Party to determine compliance with same. 

 
4.3. Consultant must monitor and provide ongoing oversight of the performance of each Party. Consultant will 

report to the City whenever there is a reasonably suspected security incident that could affect City of 
Berkeley data or the performance of the Services, or that, in Consultant’s reasonable judgment, could 
negatively affect City of Berkeley’s reputation.  

5. RETURN OF CITY DATA 

Within thirty (30) days of notification of termination of this Agreement, Consultant shall provide City with all City-
owned data in dedicated data files suitable for importation into commercially available database software that is 
compatible with City’s system. The dedicated data files will be comprised of City’s data contained in Consultant’s 
system. The structure of the relational database will be specific to the City’s data and will not be representative of the 
proprietary Consultant’s database.  

At City’s request, certify to City of Berkeley in writing, through a legal officer of Consultant, that you have returned 
or destroyed all City private and confidential information (including data residing in memory, on equipment or media). 
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APPENDIX D 
Glossary of Key Terms 

Agile & Project Management Terms 
• Agile Development: A flexible, iterative approach to software development that emphasizes 

collaboration, continuous feedback, and incremental delivery of functional components. 
• Operational Readiness Review (ORR): A final review conducted to confirm that the system is ready 

for deployment, including verification of training, data migration, and system functionality. 
• Product Backlog: A prioritized list of features, enhancements, and fixes that guide the development 

of the system. 
• Sprint Review: A regular meeting at the end of each sprint where the project team presents 

completed work to stakeholders for feedback. 
• Sprint: A short, time-boxed period (typically 1–2 weeks) during which specific work is 

completed and reviewed. 
• System Verification Report (SVR): A document certifying that the system has passed all acceptance 

tests and meets the specified requirements. 
• User Acceptance Testing (UAT): A formal process where end-users test the system to ensure it 

meets business requirements before launch. 

Berkeley Rent Board Specific Terms 
• Annual General Adjustment: The yearly percentage increase in rent allowed for controlled units, set 

by the Rent Board based on inflation and other economic factors. 
• Case Management: The tracking and coordination of individual cases, including housing counseling 

cases, petitions, and hearings. 
• Document Management System (DMS): A system module that securely stores, organizes, and 

retrieves documents related to properties, cases, hearings, and registration. 
• Exempt Rental Units: Units that are not subject to rent control or eviction protections under the Rent 

Stabilization Ordinance. 
• Fully Covered Rental Units: Units that are subject to both rent control and eviction protections under 

the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Ordinance. Landlords must register these units and pay the fully 
covered unit registration fee. 

• Housing Counseling: Services provided by Rent Board staff to assist tenants and landlords with 
understanding their rights and responsibilities under the Rent Stabilization Ordinance. 

• Just Cause for Eviction: A set of legally defined reasons for which a landlord may evict a tenant, 
including failure to pay rent, violation of lease terms, or owner move-in. 

• Partially Covered Rental Units: Units that are exempt from rent control but are still subject to 
eviction protections under the Rent Stabilization Ordinance, Landlords must register these units and 
pay the partially covered unit registration fee. 

• Petition Lifecycle: The end-to-end process for managing tenant and landlord petitions, including 
intake, review, hearings, determinations, and appeals. 

• Registration Fee: An annual fee paid by landlords to fund the operations of the Rent Board, due July 
1st (or the nearest business day) each year. 
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• Rent Ceiling: The maximum lawful rent a landlord can charge for a controlled rental unit, as 
determined by the Rent Board. 

• Rent Registry: The Rent Board’s existing database that is used to track rental properties, units, 
tenancy information, and rent history in Berkeley. 

• Rent Stabilization Board: The city agency responsible for administering and enforcing Berkeley’s 
Rent Stabilization and Eviction for Good Cause Ordinance (Berkeley Municipal Code Chapter 13.76). 
Also referred to as the RSB, Rent Board, Board, or Agency. 

• Rent Stabilization Ordinance: The local law (Berkeley Municipal Code Chapter 13.76) that 
establishes rent control and tenant protections in Berkeley 

Technical Terms 
• Accessibility Compliance (WCAG 2.1): Standards ensuring that digital content is accessible to users 

with disabilities, including screen reader compatibility and keyboard navigation. 
• Cloud-Based Platform: A system hosted on remote servers and accessed via the internet, offering 

scalability, reliability, and remote access. 
• Data Migration: The process of transferring data from existing systems into the new system, 

ensuring accuracy, completeness, and integrity. 
• Disaster Recovery Plan (DRP): A documented strategy for restoring system functionality and data 

access in the event of a failure or disaster. 
• End-of-Life (EOL) Support: Activities related to decommissioning the system, including data 

archiving, transfer, and documentation for future use or migration. 
• Modular System: A system architecture composed of distinct components (modules) that can 

operate independently or together, allowing for scalability and flexibility. 
• Multilingual Support: System capability to provide interfaces and content in multiple languages to 

serve diverse user populations. 
• Service-Level Agreement (SLA): A formal commitment outlining the expected level of service, 

including response times, uptime, and support availability. 
• System Integration: The process of linking different modules and external systems to function as a 

unified platform. 
• UI/UX (User Interface/User Experience): The design and usability of the system’s interface, ensuring 

it is intuitive and accessible for all users. 
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ATTACHMENT A – CHECKLIST 
The following items are required for submission of a Proposal responsive to this RFP:  

 Item Description / Requirements Pg. Limit 
 Cover Letter Brief introduction of the firm, identify primary contact, and confirm intent 

to be bound by the proposal. 
2 pages 

 Title Page with Contractor 
Identification 

Include RFP subject and submission date, firm name, principal business 
location, contact person’s name, phone, email, and company tax ID. 

1 page 

 Table of Contents Clear identification of material by section and page number. 1 page 

 Executive Summary Overview of proposed solution addressing Drivers, Needs, and Expected 
System Overview. 

4 pages 

 Work Plan Detailed plan for performing tasks in Scope of Services, including 
timeline, milestones, approach to analysis, configuration, testing, training, 
launch, team roles, and stakeholder engagement. 

30 pages 

 Functional and Technical 
Response 

Narrative or matrix showing how the system meets functional and 
technical requirements, including integration, analytics, document 
management, accessibility, interoperability, as well as privacy, security, 
and resilience requirements. 

10 pages 

 Support and Maintenance Description of post-launch support, help desk, SLAs, updates, and 
ongoing training. 

5 pages 

 Accessibility and User 
Experience 

Explain compliance with accessibility standards (e.g., WCAG 2.1), 
multilingual support, and intuitive user experience. 

5 pages 

 Qualifications and 
References 

Describe team qualifications, firm details, subcontractor qualifications, 
roles, and responsibilities; key personnel, past projects, relevant 
experience, documentation samples, and references. 

20 pages 

 

 Contract Terminations Provide documentation relating to any of your firms’ terminations for 
default within the past five (5) years, or indicate that your firm has not 
experienced this.  

Submit 
separately 

 Cost Proposal Provide completed and signed pricing form covering entire Scope of 
Services including fixed hourly labor rates, surcharges, and indirect costs. 
Indicate eligibility for evaluation under the Berkeley local vendor business 
preference.  

Submit 
separately 

 Financial Standing Provide a general description of the firm’s financial situation identifying 
conditions or circumstances that could impact the firm’s ability to 
complete the project. Provide an audited financial statement or similar 
financial report covering a period of at least three (3) years and dated no 
more than twelve (12) months prior to the date of proposal submission. 

Submit 
separately 

 City of Berkeley Required 
Forms 

The following forms, completed and signed in blue ink. 
 Attachment B: Non-Discrimination Requirements Form 
 Attachment C: Nuclear-Free Berkeley Disclosure Form 
 Attachment D: Oppressive States Form  
 Attachment E: Sanctuary City Contracting Ordinance Form 
 Attachment F: Living Wage Form (may be optional)  
 Attachment G: Equal Benefits Certification (EBO-1) (may be 

optional) 

Submit 
Separately 

 

 

 

 



 

A-2 
 

 

ADDITIONAL SUBMITTALS REQUIRED FROM SELECTED VENDOR ONLY AFTER RENT 
BOARD APPROVAL TO AWARD CONTRACT: 

 Item Description / Requirements Pg. Limit 
 Evidence of Insurance Provide original signed in blue ink of Evidence of 

Insurance 

 Auto 
 Liability 
 Worker’s Compensation 

 

n/a 

 Right to Audit Form Attachment H n/a 

 Commercial General & Automobile Liability 
Endorsement Form 

Attachment I n/a 

 Business License City of Berkeley Business License - Current Year 
Certificate 

n/a 

 

 



ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS

BUSINESS LICENSE #

 Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female 

Officials/Administrators

Professionals

Technicians

Protective Service Workers

Para-professionals

Office/Clerical

Skilled Craft Workers

Service/Maintenance
Other Occupation: Specify*

Totals

*Specify other occupation:

**Specify other ethnicity:

Signature Date

Print/Type Name of Signer

Verified by Date

City of Berkeley Contract Administrator

If Yes, please specify:

If Yes, by what agency?Is your business MBE/WBE/DBE certified?

or ethnic identification: 

Do you have a policy of non-discrimination?

You may complete this online & make entries in these cells, they will be automatically totaled at the bottom; or print the form & complete by hand/typewriter.

ASIAN HISPANIC OTHER (specify)**BLACK

NON-DISCRIMINATION/WORKFORCE COMPOSITION FOR ALL CONTRACTS: 5 OR MORE EMPLOYEES

To assist the City of Berkeley in implementing its Non-Discrimination policy, you're requested to furnish information regarding your 
personnel, as indicated below, and return this form to the City Department handling your contract.

Occupational Category
(see page 2 for definitions)

ALL EMPLOYEES WHITE

Attachment B - Non-Discrimination Workforce Composition Form.xlsx / Non-Discrimination Form Rev August 2007



CITY OF BERKELEY 
Nuclear Free Zone Disclosure Form 

 
 
I (we) certify that: 
 
 1. I am (we are) fully cognizant of any and all contracts held, products made or otherwise 

handled by this business entity, and of any such that are anticipated to be entered into, 
produced or handled for the duration of its contract(s) with the City of Berkeley.  (To this 
end, more than one individual may sign this disclosure form, if a description of which type 
of contracts each individual is cognizant is attached.) 

 
 2. I (we) understand that Section 12.90.070 of the Nuclear Free Berkeley Act (Berkeley 

Municipal Code Ch. 12.90; Ordinance No. 5784-N.S.) prohibits the City of Berkeley from 
contracting with any person or business that knowingly engages in work for nuclear 
weapons. 

 
 3. I (we) understand the meaning of the following terms as set forth in Berkeley Municipal 

Code Section 12.90.130: 
 
  "Work for nuclear weapons" is any work the purpose of which is the development, testing, 

production, maintenance or storage of nuclear weapons or the components of nuclear 
weapons; or any secret or classified research or evaluation of nuclear weapons; or any 
operation, management or administration of such work. 

 
  "Nuclear weapon" is any device, the intended explosion of which results from the energy 

released by reactions involving atomic nuclei, either fission or fusion or both.  This 
definition of nuclear weapons includes the means of transporting, guiding, propelling or 
triggering the weapon if and only if such means is destroyed or rendered useless in the 
normal propelling, triggering, or detonation of the weapon. 

 
  "Component of a nuclear weapon" is any device, radioactive or non-radioactive, the 

primary intended function of which is to contribute to the operation of a nuclear weapon 
(or be a part of a nuclear weapon). 

 
 4. Neither this business entity nor its parent nor any of its subsidiaries engages in work for 

nuclear weapons or anticipates entering into such work for the duration of its contract(s) 
with the City of Berkeley. 

 
Based on the foregoing, the undersigned declares under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of 
California that the foregoing is true and correct. 
 
Printed Name: 
___________________________________Title:______________________________________ 
 
Signature: 
_______________________________________Date:_____________________________________ 
 
Business Entity:  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 



CITY OF BERKELEY 
Oppressive States Compliance Statement for Personal Services 

The undersigned, an authorized agent of__________________________________________________(hereafter "Vendor"), 
has had an opportunity to review the requirements of Berkeley City Council Resolution Nos. 59,853-N.S., 60,382-N.S., and 
70,606-N.S., (hereafter "Resolutions"). Vendor understands and agrees that the City may choose with whom it will maintain 
business relations and may refrain from contracting with those Business Entities which maintain business relationships with 
morally repugnant regimes. Vendor understands the meaning of the following terms used in the Resolutions: 

"Business Entity" means "any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, association or any other commercial organization, 
including parent-entities and wholly-owned subsidiaries" (to the extent that their operations are related to the purpose of the 
contract with the City). 

"Oppressive State" means: Tibet Autonomous Region, the provinces of Ado, Kham, and U-Tsang; and Burma 
(Myanmar) 

“Personal Services” means “the performance of any work or labor and shall also include acting as an independent contractor 
or providing any consulting advice or assistance, or otherwise acting as an agent pursuant to a contractual relationship.” 

Contractor understands that it is not eligible to receive or retain a City contract if at the time the contract is executed, or at 
any time during the term of the contract it provides Personal Services to: 

a. The governing regime in any Oppressive State.
b. Any business or corporation organized under the authority of the governing regime of any Oppressive State.
c. Any person for the express purpose of assisting in business operations or trading with any public or private

entity located in any Oppressive State.

Vendor further understands and agrees that Vendor's failure to comply with the Resolution shall constitute a default of the 
contract and the City Manager may terminate the contract and bar Vendor from bidding on future contracts with the City for 
five (5) years from the effective date of the contract termination. 

The undersigned is familiar with, or has made a reasonable effort to become familiar with, Vendor's business structure and 
the geographic extent of its operations. By executing the Statement, Vendor certifies that it complies with the requirements 
of the Resolution and that if any time during the term of the contract it ceases to comply, Vendor will promptly notify the 
City Manager in writing. 

Based on the foregoing, the undersigned declares under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct. 

Printed Name: ___________________________________Title:________________________________________ 

Signature: _______________________________________ Date:_______________________________________ 

Business Entity:  ______________________________________________________________________________ 

I am unable to execute this Statement; however, Vendor is exempt under Section VII of the Resolution. I have attached a 
separate statement explaining the reason(s) Vendor cannot comply and the basis for any requested exemption. 

Signature: _______________________________________ Date:_______________________________________ 

Contract Description/Specification No.:____________________________________________________________ 
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SCCO CompStmt (Oct2019) 

 CITY OF BERKELEY 

 Sanctuary City Compliance Statement  

 

The undersigned, an authorized agent of                                                                                                               (hereafter 

"Contractor"), has had an opportunity to review the requirements of Berkeley Code Chapter 13.105 (hereafter "Sanctuary City 

Contracting Ordinance" or “SCCO”).     Contractor understands and agrees that the City may choose with whom it will maintain 

business relations and may refrain from contracting with any person or entity that provides Data Broker or Extreme Vetting services to 

the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Division of the United States Department of Homeland Security (“ICE”).   Contractor 

understands the meaning of the following terms used in the SCCO:   

 

a. "Data Broker” means either of the following: 

 

i. The collection of information, including personal information about consumers, from a 

wide variety of sources for the purposes of reselling such information to their customers, 

which include both private-sector business and government agencies; 

 

ii. The aggregation of data that was collected for another purpose from that for which it is 

ultimately used. 

 

b. “Extreme Vetting” means data mining, threat modeling, predictive risk analysis, or other similar 

services." Extreme Vetting does not include: 

 

i. The City’s computer-network health and performance tools; 

ii. Cybersecurity capabilities, technologies and systems used by the City of Berkeley 

Department of Information Technology to predict, monitor for, prevent, and protect 

technology infrastructure and systems owned and operated by the City of Berkeley from 

potential cybersecurity events and cyber-forensic based investigations and prosecutions of 

illegal computer based activity. 

 

Contractor understands that it is not eligible to receive or retain a City contract if at the time the Contract is executed, or at 

any time during the term of the Contract, it provides Data Broker or Extreme Vetting services to ICE. 

 

Contractor further understands and agrees that Contractor's failure to comply with the SCCO shall constitute a material default of the 

Contract and the City Manager may terminate the Contract and bar Contractor from bidding on future contracts with the City for five 

(5) years from the effective date of the contract termination.    

 

By executing this Statement, Contractor certifies that it complies with the requirements of the SCCO and that if any time during the 

term of the Contract it ceases to comply, Contractor will promptly notify the City Manager in writing.   Any person or entity who 

knowingly or willingly supplies false information in violation of the SCCO shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and up to a $1,000 fine. 

 

Based on the foregoing, the undersigned declares under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is 

true and correct.  Executed this _______ day of ________, 20__, at _____________, California. 

 

Printed Name:                                                                             Title:                                                                               

 

           Signed:                                                                             Date:                                                                               

 

 

Business Entity:                                                                               

 



CITY OF BERKELEY 
Living Wage Certification for Providers of Services 

 
TO BE COMPLETED BY ALL PERSONS OR ENTITIES ENGAGING IN A CONTRACT FOR 
PERSONAL SERVICES WITH THE CITY OF BERKELEY. 
 
The Berkeley Municipal Code Chapter 13.27, Berkeley's Living Wage Ordinance (LWO), provides that contractors 
who engage in a specified amount of business with the City (except where specifically exempted) under contracts 
which furnish services to or for the City in any twelve (12) month period of time shall comply with all provisions of 
this Ordinance.  The LWO requires a City contractor to provide City mandated minimum compensation to all 
eligible employees, as defined in the Ordinance.  In order to determine whether this contract is subject to the terms 
of the LWO, please respond to the questions below.  Please note that the LWO applies to those contracts where the 
contractor has achieved a cumulative dollar contracting amount with the City.  Therefore, even if the LWO is 
inapplicable to this contract, subsequent contracts may be subject to compliance with the LWO.  Furthermore, the 
contract may become subject to the LWO if the status of the Contractor's employees change (i.e. additional 
employees are hired) so that Contractor falls within the scope of the Ordinance.   
 
Section I. 
 

1. IF YOU ARE A FOR-PROFIT BUSINESS, PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 
 
a.  During the previous twelve (12) months, have you entered into contracts, including the present contract, bid, 
or proposal, with the City of Berkeley for a cumulative amount of $25,000.00 or more?   
YES ____    NO  ____ 

 
If no, this contract is NOT subject to the requirements of the LWO, and you may continue to Section II.   If yes, 
please continue to question 1(b).   
 
        b.  Do you have six (6) or more employees, including part-time and stipend workers? 
       YES ____    NO  ____ 
 
If you have answered, “YES” to questions 1(a) and 1(b) this contract IS subject to the LWO.  If you responded 
"NO" to 1(b) this contract IS NOT subject to the LWO.  Please continue to Section II. 
 
       2.   IF YOU ARE A NON-PROFIT BUSINESS, AS DEFINED BY SECTION 501(C) OF THE 
INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1954, PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.   
 

a.  During the previous twelve (12) months, have you entered into contracts, including the present contract, bid 
or proposal, with the City of Berkeley for a cumulative amount of $100,000.00 or more? 
YES ____    NO  ____ 

 
If no, this Contract is NOT subject to the requirements of the LWO, and you may continue to Section II.   If yes, 
please continue to question 2(b).   
 
        b.  Do you have six (6) or more employees, including part-time and stipend workers? 
        YES ____    NO  ____ 
 
If you have answered, “YES” to questions 2(a) and 2(b) this contract IS subject to the LWO.  If you responded 
"NO" to 2(b) this contract IS NOT subject to the LWO.  Please continue to Section II. 
 
Section II 
 
Please read, complete, and sign the following: 
 
THIS CONTRACT IS SUBJECT TO THE LIVING WAGE ORDINANCE.  
THIS CONTRACT IS NOT SUBJECT TO THE LIVING WAGE ORDINANCE.  



The undersigned, on behalf of himself or herself individually and on behalf of his or her business or organization, 
hereby certifies that he or she is fully aware of Berkeley's Living Wage Ordinance, and the applicability of the 
Living Wage Ordinance, and the applicability of the subject contract, as determined herein.  The undersigned further 
agrees to be bound by all of the terms of the Living Wage Ordinance, as mandated in the Berkeley Municipal Code, 
Chapter 13.27.   If, at any time during the term of the contract, the answers to the questions posed herein change so 
that Contractor would be subject to the LWO, Contractor will promptly notify the City Manager in writing.  
Contractor further understands and agrees that the failure to comply with the LWO, this certification, or the terms of 
the Contract as it applies to the LWO, shall constitute a default of the Contract and the City Manager may terminate 
the contract and bar Contractor from future contracts with the City for five (5) years from the effective date of the 
Contract termination.   If the contractor is a for-profit business and the LWO is applicable to this contract, the 
contractor must pay a living wage to all employees who spend 25% or more or their compensated time engaged in 
work directly related to the contract with the City.  If the contractor is a non-profit business and the LWO is 
applicable to this contract, the contractor must pay a living wage to all employees who spend 50% or more or their 
compensated time engaged in work directly related to the contract with the City.   
 
These statements are made under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state of California. 
 
Printed Name: ___________________________________Title:________________________________________ 
 
Signature: _______________________________________ Date: _______________________________________ 
 
Business Entity:  ______________________________________________________________________________  
 
Contract Description/Specification No: Project Name/XX-XXXXX 
 
 
Section III 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
• * * FOR ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY  -- PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY * * * 

 
 
I have reviewed this Living Wage Certification form, in addition to verifying Contractor's total dollar amount 
contract commitments with the City in the past twelve (12) months, and determined that this Contract   IS  / IS NOT   
(circle one) subject to Berkeley's Living Wage Ordinance. 
 
_________________________________   _________________________________________ 
Department Name      Department Representative  

 
 
 
 

 



To be completed by 
Contractor/Vendor Form EBO-1 

CITY OF BERKELEY 
CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH EQUAL BENEFITS ORDINANCE 

If you are a contractor, return this form to the originating department/project manager.   If you are a vendor (supplier of 
goods), return this form to the Purchasing Division of the Finance Dept.   

SECTION 1. CONTRACTOR/VENDOR INFORMATION
Name: Vendor No.: 
Address: City: State:  ZIP: 

Contact Person:  Telephone:  
E-mail Address: Fax No.: 

SECTION 2. COMPLIANCE QUESTIONS 

A. The EBO is inapplicable to this contract because the contractor/vendor has no employees.
 Yes  No  (If “Yes,” proceed to Section 5; if “No”, continue to the next question.) 

B. Does your company provide (or make available at the employees’ expense) any employee benefits?
 Yes   No 

If “Yes,” continue to Question C. 
If “No,” proceed to Section 5.  (The EBO is not applicable to you.) 

C. Does your company provide (or make available at the employees’ expense) any benefits to
the spouse of an employee?.....................................................................................................  Yes  No 

D. Does your company provide (or make available at the employees’ expense) any benefits to
the domestic partner of an employee?......................................................................................   Yes  No
If you answered “No” to both Questions C and D, proceed to Section 5.  (The EBO is not applicable to this contract.)
If you answered “Yes” to both Questions C and D, please continue to Question E.
If you answered “Yes” to Question C and “No” to Question D, please continue to Section 3.

E. Are the benefits that are available to the spouse of an employee identical to the benefits that
are available to the domestic partner of the employee? ...........................................................  Yes  No 
If you answered “Yes,” proceed to Section 4.  (You are in compliance with the EBO.)
If you answered “No,” continue to Section 3.

SECTION 3.  PROVISIONAL COMPLIANCE 

A. Contractor/vendor is not in compliance with the EBO now but will comply by the following date:

By the first effective date after the first open enrollment process following the contract start date, not to exceed two 
years, if the Contractor submits evidence of taking reasonable measures to comply with the EBO; or  

At such time that administrative steps can be taken to incorporate nondiscrimination in benefits in the Contractor’s  
infrastructure, not to exceed three months; or 

Upon expiration of the contractor’s current collective bargaining agreement(s). 

B. If you have taken all reasonable measures to comply with the EBO but are unable to do so,
do you agree to provide employees with a cash equivalent?* ..................................................   Yes  No 

* The cash equivalent is the amount of money your company pays for spousal benefits that are unavailable for domestic partners.

SECTION 4. REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION 

At time of issuance of purchase order or contract award, you may be required by the City to provide documentation (copy of 
employee handbook, eligibility statement from your plans, insurance provider statements, etc.) to verify that you do not 
discriminate in the provision of benefits.   

Form EBO-1 Revised 7/1/02 Page 1 
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SECTION 5. CERTIFICATION 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct and that I am 
authorized to bind this entity contractually.  By signing this certification, I further agree to comply with all additional obligations of 
the Equal Benefits Ordinance that are set forth in the Berkeley Municipal Code and in the terms of the contract or purchase 
order with the City. 
 
Executed this _______day of _________________, in the year __________, at __________________, _____  
                 (City)             (State) 
 
_____________________________________   ______________________________________ 
Name  (please print)       Signature    
 
_____________________________________   ______________________________________ 
Title         Federal ID or Social Security Number 
 

FOR CITY OF BERKELEY USE ONLY 

  Non-Compliant (The City may not do business with this contractor/vendor)  

  One-Person Contractor/Vendor                     Full Compliance                      Reasonable Measures 

  Provisional Compliance Category, Full Compliance by Date: _________________________________________ 

Staff Name(Sign and Print): _____________________________________Date: ____________ ________________ 

 
 



 

RFP Revised Nov2022  

CITY OF BERKELEY 
Right to Audit Form 

 
 
The contractor agrees that pursuant to Section 61 of the Berkeley City Charter, the City Auditor’s office 
may conduct an audit of Contractor’s financial, performance and compliance records maintained in 
connection with the operations and services performed under this contract. 
 
In the event of such audit, Contractor agrees to provide the Auditor with reasonable access to Contractor’s 
employees and make all such financial, performance and compliance records available to the Auditor’s 
office. City agrees to provide Contractor an opportunity to discuss and respond to/any findings before a 
final audit report is filed. 
 
 
Signed: ______________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
 
Print Name & Title: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Company: _______________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
 
Please direct questions regarding this form to the Auditor's Office, at (510) 981-6750. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contract Description/Specification No: Project Name/XX-XXXXX   Attachment H 
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RFP Revised Nov2022

CITY OF BERKELEY 
Commercial General and Automobile Liability Endorsement 

The attached Certificates of Insurance are hereby certified to be a part of the following policies having the 
following expiration dates: 

Policy No. Company Providing Policy Expir. Date 
_______________ __________________________ _________ 
_______________ __________________________ _________ 
_______________ __________________________ _________ 
_______________ __________________________ _________ 

The scope of the insurance afforded by the policies designated in the attached certificates is not less than that 
which is afforded by the Insurance Service Organization's or other "Standard Provisions" forms in use by the 
insurance company in the territory in which coverage is afforded. 

Such Policies provide for or are hereby amended to provide for the following: 

1. The named insured is ________________________________________.

2. CITY OF BERKELEY ("City") is hereby included as an additional insured with respect to liability
arising out of the hazards or operations under or in connection with the following agreement:
_______________________________________________________.

The insurance provided applies as though separate policies are in effect for both the named insured
and City, but does not increase the limits of liability set forth in said policies.

3. The limits of liability under the policies are not less than those shown on the certificate to which this
endorsement is attached.

4. Cancellation or material reduction of this coverage will not be effective until thirty (30) days
following written notice to __________________________________, Department of
___________________________, Berkeley, CA.

5. This insurance is primary and insurer is not entitled to any contribution from insurance in effect for
City.

The term "City" includes successors and assigns of City and the officers, employees, agents and
volunteers.

_______________________________________ 
Insurance Company 

Date: _____________  By: ______________________________________ 
Signature of Underwriter's 
Authorized Representative 

Contract Description/Specification No: Project Name/XX-XXXXX Attachment I 



2000 Center Street, Suite 400, Berkeley, CA 94704  TEL: (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT)  TDD: (510) 981-6903  FAX: (510) 809-3921 
EMAIL: rent@berkeleyca.gov  WEB: rentboard.berkeleyca.gov 

DATE: April 16, 2026 

TO: Honorable Members of the Rent Stabilization Board 

FROM: Commissioner Vanessa Danielle Marrero and Commissioner 
Alfred Twu         

SUBJECT: Recommendation to adopt Resolution: A Call to Action: 
Promoting Peace and Housing Stability in Iran 

Summary 

On February 28th, U.S. forces conducted surprise air strikes in Iran that resulted in1,400 
tragic civilian casualties, including 159 children at Shajareh Tayyebeh Girls Elementary 
School. This resolution expresses the Berkeley Rent Board’s opposition to the initiation 
of military action in Iran following the outbreak of hostilities in 2026 and reaffirms the 
Board’s commitment to peace, diplomacy, and humanitarian protection. The operation 
raises grave legal and moral concerns under international law, including violations of 
state sovereignty and the prohibition on the use of force set forth in the United Nations 
Charter. Given the profound human cost and the direct impact on many Berkeley 
residents who have family and loved ones affected by the conflict, the Board 
emphasizes the urgent need for immediate de‑escalation and the prioritization of 
diplomatic, multilateral, and humanitarian channels to prevent further loss of life and 
restore regional stability. The Rent Board should formally condemn the operation, call 
for accountability, and urge renewed, sustained diplomatic engagement to achieve a 
peaceful resolution and protect civilians. 

Recommendation 

The recent military actions in Iran have not only caused humanitarian crises but have 
also emotionally impacted relation ties within our community. Berkeley tenants who 
have family in the region are suffering from anxiety and distress regarding the safety of 

Item 9.e.



A Call to Action: Promoting Peace and Housing Stability in Iran 
Page 2 
 

  
 

2000 Center Street, Suite 400, Berkeley, CA 94704  TEL: (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT)  TDD: (510) 981-6903  FAX: (510) 809-3921 
EMAIL: rent@berkeleyca.gov  WEB: rentboard.berkeleyca.gov 

 

their loved ones. Our mission as the Rent Board includes safeguarding our community’s 
well-being and advocating for social justice, which necessitates taking a clear stand 
against actions that threaten human life and dignity of our tenants and landlords’ family 
and friends. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

1. Condemnation of Military Action: The Rent Board should formally condemn the 
U.S. Operation of Iran and its consequences for innocent civilians. 

2. Call for Diplomatic Resolution: Appreciate and encourage US Representatives in 
congress to call for immediate diplomatic negotiations to resolve the crisis in Iran in a 
way that prevents further loss of life. 

 

The situation in Iran is not just a distant geopolitical issue; it is deeply personal for 
many residents of Berkeley. By taking a stand against the invasion and advocating for a 
peaceful resolution, the Rent Board can support its mission and foster community 
solidarity while addressing the needs and concerns of those affected by international 
conflict. 

 

Financial Impact: 

This resolution has nominal financial to the impact the Rent Board. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

RESOLUTION 26-17 

A CALL TO ACTION: PROMOTING PEACE AND HOUSING STABILITY IN IRAN 

 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Rent Stabilization Board of the City of Berkeley as 
follows: 
 

WHEREAS our mission is to regulate residential rent increases in the City of Berkeley, 
protect against unjust rent hikes and evictions, and ensure fair returns to property 
owners; 

 
WHEREAS our Board ensures compliance with rental housing laws and advocates for 
housing policies that support low- and fixed-income individuals, marginalized 
communities, students, individuals with disabilities, and older adults; 

 
WHEREAS the United Nations upholds the principles of sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of all states, as outlined in the UN Charter, particularly Article 2(4), which 
prohibits force against any state's territorial integrity or political independence; 

 
WHEREAS the use of force is only lawful in cases of self-defense or with explicit UN 
Security Council authorization in response to threats to international peace and security; 

 
WHEREAS military actions resulting in 1400 civilian casualties, such as those reported 
on February 28th Iran Operation, raise serious concerns about adherence to 
international law; 

 
WHEREAS the UN promotes diplomatic and peaceful conflict resolutions, advocating for 
negotiations to prevent harm to civilians; 

 
WHEREAS Berkeley tenants and landlords have relatives in Iran affected by these 
actions, leading to increased emotional distress and safety concerns; 

 
WHEREAS the recent Operation to Iran by U.S. forces, resulting in civilian casualties, 
contradicts UN principles and international laws defending human rights and dignity; 

 



  
 

RESOLUTION 26-17 

A CALL TO ACTION: PROMOTING PEACE AND HOUSING STABILITY IN IRAN (Page 2) 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Berkeley Rent Board condemns the U.S. 
Operation to Caracas, Venezuela on February 28th, which resulted in civilian casualties; 

 
Resolved, that the Rent Board calls for immediate peace talks and diplomatic efforts to 
resolve the Iran crisis without further civilian harm; 

 
Resolved, that the Rent Board urges all parties to respect Iran’s sovereignty and seek 
solutions prioritizing human rights and the well-being of affected individuals; 

 
Resolved, this resolution reaffirms the Rent Board’s commitment to promoting housing 
policies that support peace, safety, and dignity for all communities, recognizing the 
global interconnectedness of individual stability and well-being 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to Assemblymember 
Buffy Wicks, State Senator Jesse Arreguin, Governor Gavin Newsom, Congresswoman 
Lateefah Simon, and Senators Adam Schiff and Alex Padilla. 

 

Dated: April 16, 2026 
 
Adopted by the Rent Stabilization Board of the City of Berkeley by the following vote: 

YES: 
NO: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 

  
        
 Soli Alpert, Chairperson 
 Rent Stabilization Board   

 
 
Attest:        

DéSeana Williams, Executive Director 
 



DATE: April 16, 2026 

TO: Honorable Members of the Rent Stabilization Board 

FROM: Berkeley Rent Board Commissioners Vanessa Marrero and 
Xavier Johnson            

SUBJECT: Recommendation to adopt Resolution: Ensuring Equitable, 
Accessible, and Inclusive Participation in Berkeley Rent Board 
Meetings 

Summary 

Ensure Berkeley Rent Board meetings are fully accessible, inclusive, and equity-
centered—removing barriers for people with disabilities, limited mobility, sensory 
sensitivities, limited English proficiency, and those who rely on public transit or virtual 
access—so all community members can meaningfully participate in deliberations and 
decisions.  

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR RENT STABILIZATION BOARD ACTION: 

Berkeley has a longstanding commitment to accessibility and inclusion, advancing 
tangible improvements across the built environment, transit, civic participation, and 
communications to ensure equitable access for all residents; initiatives include ADA-
compliant upgrades to public buildings and sidewalks, accessible parking and transit 
coordination with BART, AC Transit and MUNI, routine provision of interpreters, 
captioning and multilingual outreach for public meetings, digital accessibility 
enhancements for city websites and online services, sensory-safe policies for events, 
and institutionalized accommodation procedures and staff responsible for oversight—
efforts that center disability rights, language access, and universal design to remove 
barriers to full civic participation. 

Item 9.f.
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LEGAL AND POLICY CONTEXT 

This resolution aligns with federal (Americans with Disabilities Act Title II) and 
California disability laws, Brown Act public meeting requirements, and City of Berkeley 
equity and language-access policies and minimizes risk of discrimination claims, 
litigation, and public-relations harm; reinforces transparency and civic trust. 

Recommendation 

The recent military actions in Iran have not only caused humanitarian crises but have 
also emotionally impacted relation ties within our community. Berkeley tenants who 
have family in the region are suffering from anxiety and distress regarding the safety of 
their loved ones. Our mission as the Rent Board includes safeguarding our community’s 
well-being and advocating for social justice, which necessitates taking a clear stand 
against actions that threaten human life and dignity of our tenants and landlords’ family 
and friends. 

1. Advance notice and clarity: Accommodation deadline (48 hours), and accessible 
parking entry instructions broadly across agenda notices, website, and meeting 
reminders. 

2. Transit guidance: Provide consolidated transit directions (BART station exits, 
nearest bus/rail stops, elevator locations) on meeting notices. 

3. Physical access: Ensure meeting locations, entryways, seating, restrooms, and 
parking meet ADA standards. 

4. Remote access: Notice the high-quality, reliable virtual participation options (live 
streaming, two-way remote participation, and archived recordings). Ensure live-
stream captions and ASL interpretation on request. 

5. Communication access: Notice the offer real-time captioning, sign language 
interpretation, large-print and braille documents, and plain-language materials. 

6. Clear signage & wayfinding: Post accessible route and parking instructions at 
site entrances and on the meeting webpage; include downloadable accessible 
map with agenda. 
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7. Language access: Provide notice and timely interpretation in commonly used 
community languages for meetings and upon request translated meeting 
materials. 

8. Procedural access: Make public comment, agenda access, and meeting notices 
accessible and explainable in multiple formats and channels including digital. 

9. Sensory accommodations: Request that attendees refrain from wearing 
perfumes or scented products to accommodate those with environmental 
illnesses or multiple chemical sensitivities. 

The Board currently provides core accessibility features (publicize ADA contact, 
physical accessibility, transit proximity, virtual observation). Implementing the 
recommended operational, communication, and virtual-access enhancements will 
strengthen equitable access and reduce barriers for community participation. 

Financial Impact 

This resolution has nominal financial to the impact the Rent Board. 

Contact Person 

Commissioner Vanessa Marrero  RSBMarrero@berkeleyca.gov 
Commissioner Xavier Johnson  RSBJohnson@berkeleyca.gov 
 

mailto:RSBMarrero@berkeleyca.gov
mailto:RSBJohnson@berkeleyca.gov


RESOLUTION 26-18 
 

ENSURING EQUITABLE, ACCESSIBLE, AND INCLUSIVE PARTICIPATION IN BERKELEY 
RENT BOARD MEETINGS 

 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Rent Stabilization Board of the City of Berkeley as 

follows: 
 
WHEREAS the Berkeley Rent Board is committed to promoting equity, civic participation, 
and the civil rights of all residents; and, 
 
WHEREAS people with disabilities, limited mobility, sensory sensitivities, limited English 
proficiency, low-income residents, and those who rely on public transit or virtual access 
face specific barriers to meaningful participation in public meetings; and 
 
WHEREAS federal and state law (including the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
California disability access law) require reasonable modifications and effective 
communication to ensure equal access to governmental meetings; and 
 
WHEREAS the City of Berkeley and regional transit partners provide accessible facilities 
and transit options that the Rent Board can leverage to reduce access barriers; and 
 
WHEREAS the Rent Board seeks to center equity and universal design in its meeting 
practices to ensure all community members can participate in deliberations and 
decisions; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Berkeley Rent Board strengthen disability 
accessibility at board and committee meetings; 
 

Resolved, that the Berkeley Rent Board affirms its commitment to equitable, 
accessibility- and equity-centered meetings by ensuring physical, virtual, and 
communication access — including accessible entrances, seating and parking, 
real-time captioning and captioned recordings, ASL and CART on request, 
multilingual language services, scent-free accommodations, and publicly posted 
transit and site-wayfinding information — so all community members can 
meaningfully participate; and 

 
Resolved, that the Board directs staff to maintain a simple, accessible 
accommodation request process (phone and web), publicize the 48-hour 
guideline while making reasonable efforts to honor later requests, 
accommodation protocols, accessible virtual meeting operation, and language 
access coordination; and 
 
 



RESOLUTION 26-18 
 

ENSURING EQUITABLE, ACCESSIBLE, AND INCLUSIVE PARTICIPATION IN 
BERKELEY RENT BOARD MEETINGS (Page 2) 
 
 
Resolved, that the Board will monitor and continuously improve access by 
tracking accommodation requests and response times, soliciting community 
feedback, coordinating with City ADA staff, regional transit agencies, and 
community organizations. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to Assemblymember 
Buffy Wicks, State Senator Jesse Arreguin, Governor Gavin Newsom, Congresswoman 
Lateefah Simon, and Senators Adam Schiff and Alex Padilla. 
 
 
Dated: April 16, 2026  
 
Adopted by the Rent Stabilization Board by the following vote: 

YES: 
NO: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 
 

  
        
 Soli Alpert, Chair 
 Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board   

 
 
Attest:        

DéSeana Williams, Executive Director 
 
 



2000 Center Street, Suite 400, Berkeley, California 94704 

TEL: (510) 981-7368 TDD: (510) 981-6903 FAX: (510) 809-3921 

E-MAIL: rent@berkeleyca.gov INTERNET: rentboard.berkeleyca.gov

Memorandum 

DATE: April 16, 2026 

TO: Honorable Members of the Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board 

FROM: DeSeana Williams, Executive Director  

BY: Amanda Eberhart, Registration Supervisor  

SUBJECT: Market Medians: January 1 – December 31, 2025  

Understanding Berkeley Rental Markets in 2025 

The Market Medians report looks at new rentals that started in 2025 and compares 

those rents with the rents paid by tenants currently living in rent stabilized units. The 

goal of this report is to show what new renters are paying in the market today, how that 

compares to long-term rent-stabilized tenants, and what that tells us about housing 

affordability in the City of Berkeley. 

Understanding Median Rent Levels 

We use the median, instead of the mean, to report on recent rent levels because it 

provides a more accurate picture of typical rents, especially in a city like Berkeley where 

a few unusually high or unusually low rents would skew the average. 

When we report the “median” rent, we’re showing the middle price paid. Not the highest, 

or the lowest, and not the average. If you aligned all the rents from lowest to highest, the 

median is the one exactly in the middle. 

New Tenancies in 2025 
In 2025, landlords registered 3,991 new tenancies across the city. Most of these were 

studios and one bedroom apartments, which make up the bulk of Berkeley’s rental 
housing. The typical (median) rent paid by new tenants in 2025 across all new tenancies, 
regardless of unit size, was $2,495. The table below shows the medians for various unit 
sizes and represents the initial rent for new tenancies registered in 2025. This Initial Rent 
is what we refer to as the Market Rent.  

Item 10.b.



   
 

   
 

 

Unit Type Count Median Rent  

Studio 987 $1,895 

1-Bedroom 1499 $2,280 

2-Bedroom 1162 $3,069 

3-Bedroom 252 $4,095 

4-Bedroom 59 $5,678 

5+ Bedroom 32 $6,998 

ALL UNIT TYPES 3,991 $2,495 

 
Quarterly Analysis – 2025 Q4 
From October through December 2025, the Rent Board recorded 316 new tenancies. 

Consistent with previous trends, most new registrations were for studios and one 

bedroom units. During this period, median new rents were: 

• Studio: $1,950 

• 1-bedroom: $2,650 

• 2-bedroom: $4,200 

Please note that larger units (3 and 4bedrooms) were rare in Q4. Due to low volume and 

wide variation, those data were not used for a reliable comparison in this report. 

New Tenancies vs. Long-Term Tenancies 
When we look at all active rent stabilized units to date with tenancies starting between 

January 1, 1999 and December 31, 2025, we can see that longer-term tenants have rent 

ceilings noticeably lower than the market rents paid by tenants who moved in in 2025.  

This variance is to be expected as a result of the market effects of Berkeley’s Rent 

Stabilization Ordinance, which limits how much rents can increase each year for existing 

tenants; and the Costa-Hawkins Act of 1995, which allows landlords to set the rent at 

market rate when a unit becomes vacant and a new tenancy starts. As a result, long-term 

renters benefit from annual modest, stabilized rent increases, while newer renters pay 

current market prices. 

The table below illustrates the difference between median rents for new tenancies in 
2025 versus the median current rent ceilings for tenancies that began in prior years. For 

example, the median 1-BR unit in 2025 was rented for $2,280, while the median current 
rent for a 1-BR unit with a tenancy that started between 1999 and 2005 was $1,336, or 
41.4% lower in 2025.  
 
 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Median Rent Ceilings by Tenancy 
Start Date  

      

Tenancy Start Date 1999-2005 2006-2010 2011-2015 
2016-
2020 

2021-
2024 2025 

Studio $1,010   $1,063   $1,279   $1,792   $1,825   $1,895  
1 BR $1,336   $1,369   $1,634   $2,240   $2,227   $2,280  
2 BR $1,795   $1,884   $2,185   $3,004   $2,979   $3,069  
3 BR $2,253   $2,632   $2,834   $3,783   $4,072   $4,095  
4 BR $2,366   $3,300   $3,645   $5,396   $5,304   $5,678  
5+ BR $3,250   $3,638   $5,533   $5,272   $6,623   $6,998  

Median, All Units 
$1,426   $1,497   $1,797   $2,373   $2,395   $2,495 

 

 
Difference Between Median Rent Ceiling and 2025 Median, 
by Tenancy Start Date  

     

Tenancy Start Date 
1999-
2005 

2006-
2010 

2011-
2015 

2016-
2020 

2021-
2024 

Studio -46.7% -43.9% -32.5% -5.4% -3.7% 

1 BR -41.4% -40.0% -28.3% -1.7% -2.3% 

2 BR -41.5% -38.6% -28.8% -2.1% -2.9% 

3 BR -45.0% -35.7% -30.8% -7.6% -0.6% 

4 BR -58.3% -41.9% -35.8% -5.0% -6.6% 

5+ BR -53.6% -48.0% -20.9% -24.7% -5.4% 

Median, All Units 
-42.9% -40.0% -28.0% -4.9% -4.0% 

 
In 2025, new tenants paid about $109 more per month for studios (~6% higher), $466 
more for one bedrooms (~21% higher), and $1,376 more for two bedrooms (~49% 
higher) than long-term tenants living in comparable units. Several factors may influence 
these differences, including but not limited to total supply of various unit types; differing 
submarkets within the Berkeley rental submarket; and variance in preferences between 
population/market segments.  
 
Pre-1999 Tenancies 

Currently, the Rent Registry contains 2,448 tenancies that began prior to January 1, 

1999 when Costa-Hawkins vacancy decontrol provisions took effect. The median rent 

ceiling for these units in 2025, regardless of unit size, was $905.97.  

What does the 2025 Market Medians Report Tell Us About Berkeley’s Rental Market? 
In 2025, moving into a new rental unit in Berkeley continues to be expensive. According 

to the 2024 American Community Survey, the median household income for a family of 



   
 

   
 

four in Berkeley was $103,727, or $8,644 per month, compared to the market median 2-

bedroom rent of $3,095. This means that the typical household looking to rent a typical 

2-bedroom unit would pay 36% of their gross income on rent, above the 30% threshold 

to be considered housing cost-burdened.  

The rental activity in 2025 was dominated by studios and one-bedroom units, reflecting 

Berkeley’s student and single renter population. Larger units were less common and 

more expensive, and because so few turn over each year, changes to the median rents 

tended to fluctuate more dramatically. 

Closing 
In summary, the 2025 data show a rental market where new tenants face substantially 

higher rents than long term residents, consistent with Berkeley’s rent stabilization 

ordinance. While move in rents remained high, especially for larger units; stabilized 

tenancies continued to play a critical role in preserving affordability.  

At this time, Staff will continue to monitor these trends and provide regular updates and 

analysis to support the Rent Board’s policy discussions and community understanding. 

Contact Person 
Amanda Eberhart, Registration Supervisor, aeberhart@berkeleyca.gov 

Attachments 
1. Attachment 1: January 20, 2022, Market Medians Report 

2. Attachment 2: 2025 Data 



Rent Stabilization Board 

DATE:  January 20, 2022 

TO:  Honorable Members of the Rent Stabilization Board 

FROM: DéSeana Williams, Executive Director 
By: Lief Bursell, Senior Planner 

Jen Fabish, Community Services Specialist 

SUBJECT: Market Medians:  January 1999 through September 2021 

Attached is the Market Medians Report for the third quarter of 2021, which covers the period of 
July 1, 2021 to September 30, 2021.  New tenancies increased by 104% (1863 new tenancies) 
compared to the third quarter of 2020 (913 new tenancies).  The number of new tenancies 
exceeds that in Q3 2019 (1239 new tenancies), which is likely explained by the return of the 
student population to Berkeley after attending classes remotely for the majority of the 2020/21 
academic year.  Compared to market median rents in the third quarter of 2020, the median 
market rate rent remained the same for all unit sizes except for 3-bedroom units, which decreased 
slightly.    

The table below compares the market median rent data from the third quarter of 2020 to the third 
quarter of 2021 for residential rental units subject to rent stabilization in Berkeley. 

Unit Size Q3 2020 Median 
Rent 

Q3 2021 Median 
Rent 

% Change 

0 $1,795 $1,795 0% 
1 $2,100 $2,100 0% 
2 $2,995 $2,995 0% 
3 $3,950 $3,893 -1.46%

Attachment: 
1. Market Medians Report: January 1999 to September 2021

Attachment 1.



 
 
 
 

Rent Stabilization Board 

2125 Milvia Street, Berkeley, California 94704 
TEL: (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT)  •  TDD: (510) 981-6903  •  FAX: (510) 981-4940 
E-MAIL: rent@cityofberkeley.info  •INTERNET: www.cityofberkeley.info/rent/ 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
DATE: January 20, 2022 
 
TO:  DéSeana Williams, Executive Director 
 
FROM: Lief Bursell, Senior Planner 
  Jen Fabish, Community Services Specialist 
 
SUBJECT: Market Medians:  January 1999 through September 2021 
 

 
 

The tables below update and supplement medians provided for the second quarter of 2021. Medians reported in 
the first section (Medians by Calendar Quarter) are derived from only those units which have had a new tenancy 
recorded in the Rent Tracking System (RTS) during the reported period.   
 
We have updated the “Citywide” medians (includes all “rented” units regardless of tenancy date by number of 
bedrooms) and “All Units” medians (reflective of neither the unit size or tenancy date) to include medians as of 
September 30, 2021.  For comparison purposes, December 31, 1998 medians are included below. Changes to 
previously reported figures are denoted by an asterisk (*).  
 
Medians for 12/31/1998 
 

# BR Rent # Units 
Studio $527 3,725 
1 BR $624 8,075 
2 BR $777 5,651 
3 BR $1,083 915 

 

Medians by Calendar Quarter (new tenancies only) 
 

1999 (new tenancies) 
 

#BR 
1st Q 1999 2nd Q 1999 3rd Q 1999 4th Q 1999 12/31/1999 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $689 297 $715 360 $745 489 $725 167 $715 1,145 
1 BR $880 487 $970 601 $950 683 $950 326 $950 1,927 
2 BR $1,150 303 $1,350 456 $1,350 401 $1450 161 $1,300 1,245 
3 BR $1,500 41 $1,800 69 $1,700 57 $1745 21 $1,650 172 
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2000 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2000 2nd Q 2000 3rd Q 2000 4th Q 2000 12/31/2000 (Year) 

Rent # Units Rent # Units Rent # Units Rent # Units Rent #Units 
Studio $750 262 $800 344 $850 466 $850 130 $800 1,073 
1 BR $975 415 $1,100 644 $1,150 681 $1,195 292 $1,100 1,861 
2 BR $1,300 233 $1,500 454 $1,500 408 $1,500 146 $1,500 1,173 
3 BR $1,650 28 $2,000 76 $2,000 56 $1,900 21 $1,980 171 

 
2001 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2001 2nd Q 2001 3rd Q 2001 4th Q 2001 12/31/2001 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $875 159 $900 302 $900 479 $880 157 $900 1,002 
1 BR $1,195 322 $1,200 557 $1,200 607 $1,200 289 $1,200 1,647 
2 BR $1,550 144 $1,775 395 $1,685 357 $1,500 165 $1,650 1,007 
3 BR $2,000 21 $2,400 71 $2,100 36 $1,500 12 $2,100 133 

 
2002 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2002 2nd Q 2002 3rd Q 2002 4th Q 2002 12/31/2002 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $875 230 $875 409 $875 544 $800 170 $850 1,251 
1 BR $1,100 341 $1,195 722 $1,195 661 $1,100 313 $1,150 1,932 
2 BR $1,500 193 $1,765 526 $1,600 416 $1,450 170 $1,600 1,253 
3 BR $1,900 22 $2,250 87 $2,200 51 $1,800 27 $2,150 182 

 
2003 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2003 2nd Q 2003 3rd Q 2003 4th Q 2003 12/31/2003 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $820 231 $850    365 $875 478 $850 130 $850 1,142 
1 BR $1,100 321 $1,150  645 $1,100 747 $1,050 262 $1,100 1,892 
2 BR $1,400 200 $1,645 506 $1,495 463 $1,350 176 $1,500 1,326 
3 BR $1,850 25 $2,000 84 $2,100 52 $1,800 17 $1,999 185 

 
2004 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2004 2nd Q 2004 3rd Q 2004 4th Q 2004 12/31/2004 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $800 205 $825 357 $825 528  $800 140 $800 1,129 
1 BR $1,000 313 $1,100 596 $1,050 804 $1,000 272 $1,050 1,896 
2 BR $1,300 194 $1,500 521 $1,449 485 $1,295 149 $1,400 1,294 
3 BR $1,650 19 $2,150 77 $2,000 68 $1,550 17 $2,020 174 

 
2005 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2005 2nd Q 2005 3rd Q 2005 4th Q 2005 12/31/2005 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $825 225 $850 322 $850 545 $830 117 $850 1,132 
1 BR $1,050 282 $1,100 594 $1,100 800 $1,050 226 $1,095 1,832 
2 BR $1,300 188 $1,545 527 $1,476 560 $1,350 110 $1,450 1,383 
3 BR $1,650 15 $2,030 71 $2,000 59 $1,900 7 $2,000 160 
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2006 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2006 2nd Q 2006 3rd Q 2006 4th Q 2006 12/31/2006 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $825 186 $890 332 $875 554 $850 90 $875 1,159 
1 BR $1,060 298 $1,150 664 $1,150 784 $1,100 176 $1,100 1,944 
2 BR $1,400 188 $1,650 550 $1,500 537 $1,445 108 $1,550 1,430 
3 BR $1,700 19 $2,240 77 $2,000 80 $2,000 9 $2,100 191 

 
2007 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2007 2nd Q 2007 3rd Q 2007 4th Q 2007 12/31/2007 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $900 190 $925 371 $920 496 $885 130 $900 1,099 
1 BR $1,100 301 $1,200 698 $1,200 826 $1,175 196 $1,200 1,930 
2 BR $1,495 166 $1,700 649 $1,600 525 $1,490 122 $1,600 1,421 
3 BR $2,400 17 $2,300 80 $2,200 98 $2,250 19 $2,250 210 

 
2008 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2008 2nd Q 2008 3rd Q 2008 4th Q 2008 12/31/08 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $925 195 $990 375 $995 506 $950 128 $980 1,116 
1 BR $1,185 308 $1,300 704 $1,290 860 $1,200 201 $1,275 1,980 
2 BR $1,570 202 $1,898 632 $1,750 522 $1,650 102 $1,775 1,412 
3 BR $2,200 24 $2,590 83 $2,400 113 $2,400 15 $2,450 230 

 
2009 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2009 2nd Q 2009 3rd Q 2009 4th Q 2009 12/31/09 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $925 164 $985 352 $975 447 $845 124 $950 1,081 
1 BR $1,150 277 $1,350 633 $1,250 757 $1,175 222 $1,250 1,887 
2 BR $1,585 138 $1,900 638 $1,675 462 $1,450 143 $1,700 1,406 
3 BR $2,450 21 $2,500 112 $2,395 86 $2,100 24 $2,400 254 

 
2010 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2010 2nd Q 2010 3rd Q 2010 4th Q 2010 12/31/2010(Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $925 173 $985 337 $950 518 $900 98 $950 1,038 
1 BR $1,195 244 $1,295 648 $1,195 787 $1,200 189 $1,225 1,828 
2 BR $1,500 142 $1,900 580 $1,600 523 $1,500 115 $1,660 1,365 
3 BR $1,850 16 $2,500 113 $2,395 98 $2,000 16 $2,395 241 

 
2011 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2011 2nd Q 2011 3rd Q 2011 4th Q 2011 12/31/2011(Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $895 122 $975 403 $995 454 $955 98 $970 1,105 
1 BR $1,175 235 $1,285 662 $1,250 722 $1,250 220 $1,250 1,899 
2 BR $1,495 139 $1,900 621 $1,650 544 $1,595 116 $1,700 1,472 
3 BR $2,050 21 $2,570 106 $2,400 96 $2,400 12 $2,400 248 
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2012 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2012 2nd Q 2012 3rd Q 2012 4th Q 2012 12/31/2012(Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $900 152 $1,025 427 $1,050 408 $1,095 87 $1,050 1050 
1 BR $1,200 226 $1,395 578 $1,345 701 $1,300 162 $1,325 1689 
2 BR $1,600 123 $2,095 641 $1,750 501 $1,700 99 $1,850 1431 
3 BR $2,300 16 $2,700 113 $2,595 93 $2,600 12 $2,595 247 

 
2013 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2013 2nd Q 2013 3rd Q 2013 4th Q 2013 12/31/2013 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $1,000 132 $1,100 419 $1,150 384 $1,100 96 $1,100 1139 
1 BR $1,300 226 $1,495 664 $1,450 611 $1,500 207 $1,460 1906 
2 BR $1,750 100 $2,195 611 $1,995 480 $1,950 105 $2,046 1522 
3 BR $2,500 15 $2,900 147 $2,895 77 $2,700 16 $2,895 280 

 
2014 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2014 2nd Q 2014 3rd Q 2014 4th Q 2014 12/31/2014 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $1,050 147 $1,249 465 $1,275 446 $1,263 124 $1,250 1098 
1 BR $1,400 232 $1,595 721 $1,620 634 $1,650 177 $1,595 1720 
2 BR $1,900 113 $2,395 623 $2,248 457 $2,000 86 $2,250 1279 
3 BR $2,850 16 $3,250 112 $3,000 79 $2896 13 $3,000 235 

 
2015 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2015 2nd Q 2015 3rd Q 2015 4th Q 2015 12/31/2015 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $1,295 160 $1,495 350 $1,495  358 $1,548 86 $1,475 966 
1 BR $1,695 235 $1,795 612 $1,860  520 $1,900 142 $1,800 1520 
2 BR $2,150 125 $2,695 582 $2,600  383 $2,300 97 $2,600 1194 
3 BR $2,588 18 $3,500 112 $3,498  62 $3,000 9 $3,450 213 

 
2016 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2016 2nd Q 2016 3rd Q 2016 4th Q 2016 12/31/2016 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $1,450 105 $1,695 279 $1,600 369 $1,633 90 $1,600 912 
1 BR $1,795 171 $2,000 480 $2,050 491 $1,925 125 $1,995 1387 
2 BR $2,395 90 $2,800 444 $2,800 282 $2,500 84 $2,750 957 
3 BR $3,300 13 $3,750 101 $3,495 51 $3,150 11 $3,595 190 

 
2017 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2017 2nd Q 2017 3rd Q 2017 4th Q 2017 12/31/2017 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $1,500 79 $1,750 326 $1,800 343 $1,600 82 $1,750 931 
1 BR $1,995 169 $2,150 526 $2,025 457 $2,000 157 $2,027 1459 
2 BR $2,600 75 $3,012 456 $2,800 289 $2,500 88 $2,800 1014 
3 BR $3,240 10 $4,100 105 $3,650 53 $3,200 5 $3,900 186 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



Market Medians:  January 1999 through September 2021 
Page 5 of 7 
 

 

2018 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2018 2nd Q 2018 3rd Q 2018 4th Q 2018 12/31/2018 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio $1,600 135 $1,800 328 $1,895 344 $1,798 102 $1,800 999 
1 BR $1,950 223 $2,295 592 $2,195 590 $2,150 171 $2,195 1646 
2 BR $2,504 116 $3,150 574 $2,900 401 $2,800 116 $2,990 1287 
3 BR $3,150 20 $4,066 113 $3,900 75 $3,438 16 $3,900 241 

 
 

2019 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2019 2nd Q 2019 3rd Q 2019 4th Q 2019 12/31/2019 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio  $1,695  93 $1,797 310 $1,795 330 $1,725 77 $1,800 956 
1 BR  $1,995  163 $2,233 577 $2,195 485 $2,020 146 $2,150 1520 
2 BR  $2,723  78 $3,195 506 $2,895 330 $2,650 76 $2,995 1101 
3 BR  $3,500  17 $4,250 83 $3,650 76 $3,200 9 $3,850 198 

 
2020 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2020 2nd Q 2020 3rd Q 2020 4th Q 2020 12/31/2020 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio  $1,600 95 $1,895 109 $1,795 249 $1,700 69  $1,750 561 
1 BR  $2,000  132 $2,200 215 $2,100 319 $1,950 135  $2,085 898 
2 BR  $2,672  80 $3,150 215 $2,995 278 $2,500 82  $2,895 714 
3 BR  $4,113 6 $3,975 38 $3,950 57 $3,450 12  $3,850 123 

 
2021 (new tenancies) 

#BR 
1st Q 2021 2nd Q 2021 3rd Q 2021 4th Q 2021 09/30/2021 (Year) 

Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units Rent #Units 
Studio  $1,638 92 $1,800 304 $1,795 367    $1,795 774 
1 BR  $2,025 147 $2,150 446 $2,100 778    $2,095 1411 
2 BR  $2,550  127 $2,950 399 $2,995 588    $2,900  1138 
3 BR  $3,475 17 $3,925 78 $3,893 111    $3,838 212 

 
Annual Citywide Medians By Number of Bedrooms 

(All Units) 
 

Through 12/31/98 12/31/99 12/31/2000 12/31/2001 12/31/2002 12/31/2003 
#BR Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units 

Studio $527 3,725 $560 3,840 $596 3,895 $650 3,871 $719 3,854 $731 3,910 
1 BR $624 8,075 $662 8,145 $714 8,185 $773 8,184 $858 8,097 $900 7,983 
2 BR $777 5,651 $835 5,659 $900 5,693 $975 5,643 $1,100 5,562 $1,200 5,500 
3 BR $1,083 915 $1,140 831 $1,245 816 $1,350 807 $1,538 784 $1,662 765 

 
Through 12/31/2004 12/31/2005 12/31/2006 12/31/2007 12/31/08 12/31/2009 

#BR Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units 
Studio $750 3,905 $775 3,928 $795 3,919 $825 3,834 $865 3,762 $895 3,740 
1 BR $939 7,941 $950 7,899 $982 7,906 $1,026 7,911 $1,075 7,951 $1,100 7,945 
2 BR $1,250 5,442 $1,280 5,430 $1,321 5,451 $1,395 5,571 $1,450 5,667 $1,500 5,721 
3 BR $1,750 753 $1,799 733 $1,820 733 $1,930 780 $2,044 853 $2,100 887 
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Through 12/31/2010 12/31/2011 12/31/2012 12/31/2013 12/31/2014 12/31/2015 
#BR Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units 

Studio $895 3,703 $900 3,813 $935 3,729 $975 3,668 $1,012 3,858 $1,081 3,899 
1 BR $1,101 7,895 $1,129 7,906 $1,177 7,855 $1,225 7,893 $1,293 7,928 $1,350 7,950 
2 BR $1,500 5,734 $1,525 5,804 $1,587 5,900 $1,650 5,975 $1,746 6,004 $1,846 6,036 
3 BR $2,150 890 $2,150 934 $2,241 987 $2,350 1,026 $2,450 1,027 $2,595 1,034 

 
Through 12/31/2016 12/31/2017 12/31/2018 12/31/2019 12/31/2020 09/30/2021 

#BR Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units Rent Units 
Studio $1,178 4,002 $1,273 4,042 $1,395 4,127 $1,495 4,145 $1,550 4,068 $1,591 4,033 
1 BR $1,439 7,995 $1,527 8,005 $1,663 8,056 $1,756 8,044 $1,820 8,004 $1,851 7,996 
2 BR $1,957 6,046 $2,076 6,044 $2,295 6,059 $2,404 6,045 $2,495 6,033 $2,525 6,012 
3 BR $2,700 1,044 $2,943 1,031 $3,200 1,047 $3,355 1,047 $3,454 1,043 $3,500 1,031 

 
Annual Citywide Medians and Averages 

(All Units—includes units with 4+ bedrooms) 
 

12/31/1998 12/31/1999 12/31/2000 12/31/2001 12/31/2002 
Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units 
$643 $720 19,253 $690 $787 18,788 $750 $865 19,178 $810 $943 18,767 $882 $1,008 18,784 
 

12/31/2003 12/31/2004 12/31/2005 12/31/2006 12/31/2007 
Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units 
$900 $1,028 18,617 $932 $1,046 18,652 $950 $1,062 18,418 $994 $1,092 18,534 $1,042 $1,147 18,545 
 

12/31/2008 12/31/2009 12/31/2010 12/31/2011 12/31/2012 
Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg  #Units Med Avg #Units 

$1,100 $1,213 18,798 $1,150 $1,260 18,893 $1,159 $1,274 18,797 $1,195 $1,297 19,027 $1,236 $1,345 19,030 
 

12/31/2013 12/31/2014 12/31/2015 12/31/2016 12/31/2017 
Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units 

$1,300 $1,419 19,093 $1,375 $1,498 19,087 $1,474 $1,606 19,252 $1,572 $1,710 19,411 $1,675 $1,816 19,451 
 

12/31/2018 12/31/2019 12/31/2020 9/30/2021 2022 
Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units Med Avg #Units 

$1,800 $1,956 19,621 $1,895 $2,039 19,616 $1,944 $2,100 19,485 $1,970 $2,138 19,400    
 
 



 
 
 
 

Rent Stabilization Board 

2125 Milvia Street, Berkeley, California 94704 
TEL: (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT)  •  TDD: (510) 981-6903  •  FAX: (510) 981-4940 
E-MAIL: rent@cityofberkeley.info  •INTERNET: www.cityofberkeley.info/rent/ 

City of Berkeley 
Number of Reported Qualifying Vacancy Registrations  
By Submarket Area through 09/30/2021 
(As of 12/13/2021)  
(Excludes exempt units) 
 
 
 
 
Housing Tracts by Area: 

Area 1, tract nos. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 38 
Area 2, tract nos. 18, 19, 22, 23, 30, 31 
Area 3, tract nos. 24, 25, 27, 28, 29, 36, 37 
Area 4, tract nos. 20, 21, 32 
Area 5, tract nos. 33, 34, 35, 39, 40 

  
 
Total Number of Registered (“Rented”) Units by Submarket Area   

       09/30/2021 
No. Units  % of total units Avg.  Rent Ceiling 

North Berkeley (Area 1)  1,410    7.27%   $2,288.92 
Central Berkeley (Area 2)  3,533    18.21%   $1,936.95 
University Area (Area 3)  9,962    51.35%     $2,269.19 
West Berkeley (Area 4)  782    4.03%   $1,751.42 
South Berkeley (Area 5)  3,411    17.58%   $1,943.16 
 

Total   19,400       $2,137.60  
  

Submarket Area No. Units % of Submarket    09/30/2021 Avg. LRC  
 
Tenancies Starting Before 1999 
1,801 units (9.3% of all units)   1  160 11.35%   $982.17 
     2 446 12.45%   $889.23 
Avg.  Rent Ceiling      3 808   7.92%   $918.29 
   All units = $907.07   4 98 12.40%   $833.40 
   1 BR = $827.79 (864 units)  5 309   8.94%   $890.91 
  
 
Tenancies Starting 1/1/99 – 09/30/2021 
17,599 units (90.7% of all units) 1 1,250 88.65%   $2,456.19  

2 3,093 87.55%   $2,085.99 
Avg. Rent Ceiling   3 9,173 92.08%   $2,385.38 
   All Units = $2,263.52   4 685 87.60%   $1,881.47 
   1 BR = $1,973.37 (7,132 units) 5 3,106 91.06%   $2,046.48 
 

mailto:rent@cityofberkeley.info
http://www.cityofberkeley.info/rent
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Attachment 2 

   

Tenancy 
Start Date 

2025 1999-2005 2006-2010 2011-2015 2016-2020 2021-2024 

Unit Size Median 
Rent 

Current 
Rent 

Ceiling 

Difference 
From 2025 

Median 

Current 
Rent 

Ceiling 

Difference 
From 2025 

Median 

Current 
Rent 

Ceiling 

Difference 
From 2025 

Median 

Current 
Rent 

Ceiling 

Difference 
From 2025 

Median 

Current 
Rent 

Ceiling 

Difference 
From 2025 

Median 

Studio $1,895   $1,010  -46.7% $1,063  -43.9% $1,279  -32.5% $1,792  -5.4% $1,825  -3.7% 

1 BR $2,280   $1,336  -41.4% $1,369  -40.0% $1,634  -28.3% $2,240  -1.7% $2,227  -2.3% 

2 BR $3,069   $1,795  -41.5% $1,884  -38.6% $2,185  -28.8% $3,004  -2.1% $2,979  -2.9% 

3 BR $4,095   $2,253  -45.0% $2,632  -35.7% $2,834  -30.8% $3,783  -7.6% $4,072  -0.6% 

4 BE $5,678   $2,366  -58.3% $3,300  -41.9% $3,645  -35.8% $5,396  -5.0% $5,304  -6.6% 

5+ BE $6,998   $3,250  -53.6% $3,638  -48.0% $5,533  -20.9% $5,272  -24.7% $6,623  -5.4% 

Median 
Rent, All 
Sizes 

$2,495   $1,426  -42.9% $1,497  -40.0% $1,797  -28.0% $2,373  -4.9% $2,395  -4.0% 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

All Tenancies Pre and Post 1999 

PRE 1999 Tenancies 
 

POST 1999 Tenancies 
 

ALL RENTED UNITS 

Row 
Labels 

Count of Bedroom 
Count 

Median Rent 
Ceiling 

 
Row 

Labels 
Count of Bedroom 

Count 
Median Rent 

Ceiling 
 

Row 
Labels 

Count of Bedroom 
Count 

Median Rent 
Ceiling 

0 427 $724.32  
 

0 4402 $1,730.60  
 

0 4829 $1,663.48  

1 1037 $857.17  
 

1 8105 $2,100.00  
 

1 9142 $2,015.68  

2 780 $1,028.28  
 

2 6041 $2,850.00  
 

2 6821 $2,726.68  

3 143 $1,369.26  
 

3 1142 $3,850.00  
 

3 1285 $3,700.00  

4 38 $1,666.92  
 

4 253 $5,000.00  
 

4 291 $4,574.39  

5 12 $2,980.06  
 

5 67 $5,973.97  
 

5 79 $5,763.41  

6 7 $2,451.60  
 

6 15 $7,186.03  
 

6 22 $4,833.35  

7 4 $4,941.06  
 

7 8 $8,467.20  
 

7 12 $7,467.20  
Grand 
Total 2448 

  
8 3 $1,625.00  

 
8 3 $1,625.00  

    
9 6 $14,347.50  

 
9 6 $14,347.50  

    
Grand 
Total 20042 

  
Grand 
Total 22490 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   
New Tenancies 1.1.25 - 12.31.2025 

Bedrooms Count of Bedroom Count 
 

Bedrooms Median 

0 987 
 

0 $1,895.00  

1 1499 
 

1 $2,280.00  

2 1162 
 

2 $3,069.00  

3 252 
 

3 $4,095.00  

4 59 
 

4 $5,678.00  

5 21 
 

5 $6,998.00  

6 3 
 

6 $7,600.00  

7 4 
 

7 $6,000.00  

8 2 
 

8 $7,812.50  

9 2 
 

9 $13,700.00  

Grand Total 3391 
  

 



Commissioner Attendance at Rent Stabilization Board Meetings

Through Q1 of 2026

  

2026 Soli ALPERT
Stefan 

ELGSTRAND

Xavier 

JOHNSON
Andy KELLEY

Vanessa 

Danielle  

MARRERO

Ida 

MARTINAC

Nathan 

MIZELL

Alfred 

TWU

Dominique 

WALKER

January 15 Present Present Present Present ABSENT* Present Present Present Present

February 19 Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present

March 5 Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present

March 23 Present Present Present Present Present Present Present Present ABSENT*

April 16

May 28

June 18

July 16

August 20

September 17

October 15

November 19

December 17

* =  Absent with  compensation ** = Absent due to a medical reason Bold and italicized   =  Special Meeting

Item 10.c.



Commissioner Attendance

Rent Stabilization Board COMMITTEE Meetings:

January - March (Q1) 

  

COMMITTEES
Soli

ALPERT

Stefan 

ELGSTRAND

Xavier

JOHNSON

Andy

KELLEY

Vanessa Danielle 

MARRERO
Ida MARTINAC Nathan MIZELL Alfred TWU

Dominique 

WALKER

AD HOC Committee to Consider Rent 

Ordinance Changes at the November 

2026 General Election 

Thrusday, January 8, 2026 Present Present Present 

Thrusday, March 5, 2026 Present Present Present 

Budget & Personnel

Tuesday, January 20, 2026 Present Present Present Present 

Tuesday, February 3, 2026 Present Present Present Present 

Climate Resilience & Habitability

Monday, January 26, 2026^ Absent Present Present Absent

Friday, March 13, 2026 Absent Present Present 

Eviction / Section 8 / Foreclosure

This Committee did not meet this quarter.  

LIRA

This Committee did not meet this quarter.  

Outreach

Friday, January 9, 2026 Present Present Present Present 

Wednesday, January 28, 2026 Present Absent Present Present 

Wednesday, February 25, 2026 Present Present Present Present 

Wednesday, March  25, 2026 Present Absent Present Present 

Page 1 of 2



Commissioner Attendance

Rent Stabilization Board COMMITTEE Meetings:

January - March (Q1) 

  

COMMITTEES
Soli

ALPERT

Stefan 

ELGSTRAND

Xavier

JOHNSON

Andy

KELLEY

Vanessa Danielle 

MARRERO
Ida MARTINAC Nathan MIZELL Alfred TWU

Dominique 

WALKER

2 x 2 Joint Committee on Housing 

(BUSD/Rent Board)

Wednesday, March 11, 2026 Present Present 

4 x 4 Joint Committee on Housing (City 

Council/Rent Board) 

Friday, January 23, 2026 Present Present Present Present 

Friday, February 20, 2026 Present Present Present Present 

Friday, March 20, 2026 Present Present Present Present 

^ = Meeting cancelled due to lack of a 

quorum
*  = Absent with compensation  = Not a member of this Committee at this time
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2026 
 

Unanticipated Remote Participation at Rent Board and Committee Meetings 

     

Soli 

ALPERT 

         

Stefan 

ELGSTRAND 

         

Xavier 

JOHNSON 

         

Andy 

KELLEY 

         

 

Vanessa 

Danielle 

MARRERO 

 
 

 

1/9/26 Outreach meeting - 

attended remotely. 

 
 

 

2/19/26 Regular Board Meeting 

- attended remotely. 

 
 

 

2/25/26 Outreach Committee 

Meeting - attended remotely. 

      

Ida 

MARTINAC 

         

Nathan 

MIZELL 

         

Alfred 

TWU* 

         

Dominique 

WALKER 

  

2/19/26 Regular Board Meeting 

- attended remotely. 
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CLIMATE RESILIENCE AND HABITABILITY COMMITTEE 
Friday, April 10, 2026 – 6:30 p.m. 

Berkeley Rent Board Conference Room A – 2000 Center Street, 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704 
Teleconference Location - 2010 Fifth Street, Unit 260, Berkeley, CA 94710 

Public Participation  
This meeting will be conducted in a hybrid model with both in-person and remote participation, and in 
accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and local requirements 
allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public may attend 
this meeting at the posted location(s). Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to DéSeana 
Williams, Executive Director of the Rent Board, at 510-981-7368 (981-RENT). The Committee may 
take action related to any subject listed on the Agenda. 

To access this meeting by Zoom 
Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device. If you do not want your name to appear on the 
screen, use the drop-down menu and click on "Rename" to rename yourself to be anonymous. To 
request to speak, use the “Raise Hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 

To join by phone 
Dial 1-669-900-6833, enter Webinar ID: 884 5421 2935 and Passcode: 077720. To comment during 
the public comment part of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Committee Chair. 

Email comments 
Email comments must be submitted to aeberhart@berkeleyca.gov by 4:30 p.m. on the day of the 
meeting in order to be considered by the Committee and included in the public record. Format your 
subject line: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM FOR CLIMATE RESILLIENCE & HABITABILITY COMMITTEE.” 
Please observe a 150-word limit. Time limits on public comments will apply. 

Decorum 
All rules of procedure and decorum apply for both in-person attendees and those participating 
remotely. Attendees at public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to 
various scents. Please help the City respect these needs. 

Communications access information 
This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request disability-related 
accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact 
the Disability Services Specialist at (510) 981-6418 (voice) or (510) 981-6347 (TDD) at least three (3) 
business days before the meeting date.

Item 11.b.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88454212935?pwd=Vd4ZI7jw3rk8jQZE0KayZzYwUTIjF5.1
mailto:aeberhart@berkeleyca.gov


 

2000 Center Street, Suite 400, Berkeley, CA 94704  TEL: (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT)  TDD: (510) 981-6903  FAX: (510) 809-3921 
EMAIL: rent@berkeleyca.gov   WEB: rentboard.berkeleyca.gov 

 
 

AGENDA: CLIMATE RESILIENCE AND HABITABILITY COMMITTEE 
Friday, April 10, 2026 – 6:30 p.m. 

Berkeley Rent Board Conference Room A – 2000 Center Street, 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704 
Teleconference Location - 2010 Fifth Street, Unit 260, Berkeley, CA 94710 

 
1. Roll call  

 
2. Land Acknowledgment Statement:  The Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board recognizes that the 

rental housing units we regulate are built on the territory of xučyun (Huchiun-(Hooch-yoon)), the 
ancestral and unceded land of the Chochenyo (Cho-chen-yo)-speaking Ohlone (Oh-low-nee) people, 
the ancestors, and descendants of the sovereign Verona Band of Alameda County. This land was 
and continues to be of great importance to all of the Ohlone Tribes and descendants of the Verona 
Band. As we begin our meeting tonight, we acknowledge and honor the original inhabitants of 
Berkeley, the documented 5,000-year history of a vibrant community at the West Berkeley 
Shellmound, and the Ohlone people who continue to reside in the East Bay.  We recognize that 
Berkeley’s landlords and tenants have and continue to benefit from the use and occupation of this 
unceded stolen land since the City of Berkeley’s incorporation in 1878 and since the Rent 
Stabilization Board’s creation in 1980. As stewards of the laws regulating rental housing, it is not 
only vital that we recognize the history of this land but also recognize that the Ohlone people are 
present members of Berkeley and other East Bay communities today. 
 

3. Approval of the Agenda  

4. Public Comment  

5. Approval of the March 13, 2026, Meeting Minutes  

6. Discussion and Possible Action on Energy Outreach Data Summary and Report  
 

7. Discussion and Prioritization of Future Agenda Items 

8. Announcements  

9. Next Meeting  

10. Future Agenda Items 

• Decarbonization Without Displacement presentation 
• Review of the Habitability Plan and related complaints 
• Coordination with the Planning Department and Office of Energy and Sustainability 
• Progress on pilot project development and utility cost tracking related to Measure BB 
• Legal feasibility of partnerships with nonprofits for sustainability efforts 

 
11. Adjournment 

 

STAFF CONTACT: Amanda Eberhart, Registration Unit Manager (510) 981-4904 

COMMITTEE: Ida Martinac (Chair), Vanessa Marrero, Alfred Twu 



2000 Center Street, Suite 400, Berkeley, CA 94704 ▪ TEL: (510) 981-7368 (981-RENT) ▪ TDD: (510) 981-6903 ▪ FAX: (510) 809-3921 
EMAIL: rent@berkeleyca.gov ▪ WEB: rentboard.berkeleyca.gov  

OUTREACH AND ACCESSIBILITY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday, March 25, 2026 – 6:30 p.m. 

Berkeley Rent Board Conference Room B – 2000 Center Street, 4th floor, Berkeley, CA 94704 

Teleconference Location – 2010 Fifth Street, Unit 260, Berkeley, CA 94710 

Public participation 

This meeting will be conducted in a hybrid model with both in-person and remote participation, and in 
accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and local requirements 
allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public may attend 
this meeting at the posted location(s). Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to DéSeana 
Williams, Executive Director of the Rent Board, at 510-981-7368 (981-RENT). The Committee may 
take action related to any subject listed on the Agenda. 

To access this meeting by Zoom  

Join the meeting from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device. If you do not want your name to 
appear on the screen, use the drop-down menu and click on "Rename" to rename yourself to be 
anonymous. To request to speak, use the “Raise Hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 

To join by phone  

Dial 1-669-900-6833, enter Webinar ID: 826 9498 7250 and Passcode: 807011. To comment during 
the public comment part of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Committee Chair. 

Email comments  

Email comments must be submitted to corozco@berkeleyca.gov by 4:30 p.m. on the day of the 
meeting in order to be considered by the Committee and included in the public record. Format your 
subject line: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM FOR OUTREACH COMMITTEE.” Please observe a 150-word 
limit. Time limits on public comments will apply. 

Decorum 

All rules of procedure and decorum apply for both in-person attendees and those participating 
remotely. Attendees at public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to 
various scents. Please help the City respect these needs. 

Communications access information  

This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request disability-related 
accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact 
the Disability Services Specialist at (510) 981-6418 (voice) or (510) 981-6347 (TDD) at least three (3) 
business days before the meeting date.

Item 11.e.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82694987250?pwd=14fMPabK6TfeLvFBdagYbzJhMjbaCu.1
mailto:corozco@berkeleyca.gov
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AGENDA: OUTREACH AND ACCESSIBILITY COMMITTEE MEETING  

Wednesday, March 25, 2026 – 6:30 p.m. 

Berkeley Rent Board Conference Room B – 2000 Center Street, 4th floor, Berkeley, CA 94704 

Teleconference Location – 2010 Fifth Street, Unit 260, Berkeley, CA 94710 

 
 

1. Roll call 

2. Land Acknowledgment Statement: The Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board recognizes that the 
rental housing units we regulate are built on the territory of xučyun (Huchiun-(Hooch-yoon)),  
the ancestral and unceded land of the Chochenyo (Cho-chen-yo)-speaking Ohlone (Oh-low-nee) 
people, the ancestors, and descendants of the sovereign Verona Band of Alameda County. This 
land was and continues to be of great importance to all of the Ohlone Tribes and descendants  
of the Verona Band. As we begin our meeting tonight, we acknowledge and honor the original 
inhabitants of Berkeley, the documented 5,000-year history of a vibrant community at the West 
Berkeley Shellmound, and the Ohlone people who continue to reside in the East Bay. We recognize 
that Berkeley’s landlords and tenants have and continue to benefit from the use and occupation of 
this unceded stolen land since the City of Berkeley’s incorporation in 1878 and since the Rent 
Stabilization Board’s creation in 1980. As stewards of the laws regulating rental housing, it is not 
only vital that we recognize the history of this land but also recognize that the Ohlone people are 
present members of Berkeley and other East Bay communities today. 

3. Approval of the Agenda  

4. Review and approval of February 25, 2026, Meeting Minutes 

5. Public Comment 

6. Rent Board Outreach Staff Report 

7. Discussion and possible action to amend the description and purpose of the Outreach Committee 
which is now the Outreach and Accessibility Committee 

8. National Night Out 

9. Berkeley Rent Board Mailers 

10. Next Meeting Date Wednesday, April 29, 2026 

11. Future Agenda Items 

12. Adjournment 
 

STAFF CONTACT:  Carla Orozco, Community Development Project Coordinator (510) 981-4934 

COMMITTEE: Andy Kelley (Chair), Vanessa Marrero, Ida Martinac, Alfred Twu 



4 X 4 JOINT TASK FORCE ON HOUSING 

CITY COUNCIL/RENT BOARD 

Friday, March 20, 2026 – 11:00 a.m.  

2180 Milvia Street, 1st floor, Cypress Room, Berkeley, CA 

Teleconference Location - 1201 J Street, Suite 200 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Public participation 

This meeting will be conducted in a hybrid model with both in-person and remote participation, and in 
accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and local requirements 
allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public may attend 
this meeting at the posted location(s). Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to DéSeana 
Williams, Executive Director of the Rent Board, at 510-981-7368 (981-RENT). The Committee may 
take action related to any subject listed on the Agenda. 

To access this meeting by Zoom 

Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device. If you do not want your name to appear on the 
screen, use the drop-down menu and click on "Rename" to rename yourself to be anonymous. To 
request to speak, use the “Raise Hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 

To join by phone 

Dial 1-669-254-5252, enter Webinar ID: 161 785 7476 and Passcode: 456921. To comment during the 
public comment part of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Committee Chair. 

Email comments 

Email comments must be submitted to HKim@berkeleyca.gov by 9:00 a.m. on the day of the meeting 
in order to be considered by the Committee and included in the public record. Format your subject 
line: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM FOR 4x4 COMMITTEE.” Please observe a 150-word limit. Time limits 
on public comments will apply. 

Decorum 

All rules of procedure and decorum apply for both in-person attendees and those participating 
remotely. Attendees at public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to 
various scents. Please help the City respect these needs. 

Communications access information 

This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request disability-related 
accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact 
the Disability Services Specialist at (510) 981-6418 (voice) or (510) 981-6347 (TDD) at least three (3) 
business days before the meeting date. 

Item 11.g.

https://cityofberkeley-info.zoomgov.com/j/1617857476?pwd=iB2lfoM3a8AgSNHzbE9e130Wku0Edl.1
file://///cobnas11/g$/Departmental-Data/GDRIVE/RENT-BOARD/BOARD/Committees/4%20x%204%20Joint%20Task%20Force%20Committee%20on%20Housing_RSB%20&%20Council/HKim@berkeleyca.gov


 
AGENDA: 4 X 4 JOINT TASK FORCE ON HOUSING 

CITY COUNCIL/RENT BOARD 

Friday, March 20, 2026 – 11:00 a.m.  

2180 Milvia Street, 1st floor, Cypress Room, Berkeley, CA  

Teleconference Location - 1201 J Street, Suite 200 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

 

1. Roll Call 

2. Land Acknowledgment Statement: The Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board recognizes that the rental 
housing units we regulate are built on the territory of xučyun (Huchiun-(Hooch-yoon)), the ancestral and 
unceded land of the Chochenyo (Cho-Chen-yo)-speaking Ohlone (Oh-low-nee) people, the ancestors, and 
descendants of the sovereign Verona Band of Alameda County. This land was and continues to be of 
great importance to all of the Ohlone Tribes and descendants of the Verona Band. As we begin our 
meeting tonight, we acknowledge and honor the original inhabitants of Berkeley, the documented 5,000-
year history of a vibrant community at the West Berkeley Shellmound, and the Ohlone people who continue 
to reside in the East Bay.  We recognize that Berkeley’s landlords and tenants have and continue to benefit 
from the use and occupation of this unceded stolen land since the City of Berkeley’s incorporation in 1878 
and since the Rent Stabilization Board’s creation in 1980. As stewards of the laws regulating rental 
housing, it is not only vital that we recognize the history of this land but also recognize that the Ohlone 
people are present members of Berkeley and other East Bay communities today. 

3. Approval of agenda 

4. Non-agenda public comment 

5. Approval of February 20, 2026, meeting minutes 

6. Discussion on emergency eviction (requested by Co-Chair Alpert) 

7. Discussion on Proactive Housing Standards Enforcement (requested by Co-Chair Alpert) 

8. Discussion on requiring property owners to provide prospective tenants with a copy of the unit's most 
recent RHSP Self-Certification Checklist and/or other materials regarding a unit's 
habitability/inspection history before a lease is signed (requested by Co-Chair Lunaparra) 
 

9. Discussion on first in time standard (requested by Co-Chair Alpert) 

10. Adjournment 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
City Councilmember Ben Bartlett  Rent Board Chairperson Soli Alpert 
City Councilmember Brent Blackaby  Rent Board Commissioner Xavier Johnson 
City Councilmember Cecilia Lunaparra Rent Board Commissioner Andy Kelley  
City Councilmember Igor Tregub  Rent Board Commissioner Alfred Twu 
 



4 X 4 JOINT TASK FORCE ON HOUSING 

CITY COUNCIL/RENT BOARD 

Friday, February 20, 2026 – 12:00 p.m.  

2180 Milvia Street, 1st floor, Cypress Room, Berkeley, CA 

Public participation 

This meeting will be conducted in a hybrid model with both in-person and remote participation, and in 
accordance with Government Code Section 54953 and all current state and local requirements 
allowing public participation in meetings of legislative bodies. Any member of the public may attend 
this meeting at the posted location(s). Questions regarding this matter may be addressed to DéSeana 
Williams, Executive Director of the Rent Board, at 510-981-7368 (981-RENT). The Committee may 
take action related to any subject listed on the Agenda. 

To access this meeting by Zoom 

Join from a PC, Mac, iPad, iPhone, or Android device. If you do not want your name to appear on the 
screen, use the drop-down menu and click on "Rename" to rename yourself to be anonymous. To 
request to speak, use the “Raise Hand” icon by rolling over the bottom of the screen. 

To join by phone 

Dial 1-669-254-5252, enter Webinar ID: 161 785 7476 and Passcode: 456921. To comment during the 
public comment part of the agenda, Press *9 and wait to be recognized by the Committee Chair. 

Email comments 

Email comments must be submitted to HKim@berkeleyca.gov by 9:00 a.m. on the day of the meeting 
in order to be considered by the Committee and included in the public record. Format your subject 
line: “PUBLIC COMMENT ITEM FOR 4x4 COMMITTEE.” Please observe a 150-word limit. Time limits 
on public comments will apply. 

Decorum 

All rules of procedure and decorum apply for both in-person attendees and those participating 
remotely. Attendees at public meetings are reminded that other attendees may be sensitive to 
various scents. Please help the City respect these needs. 

Communications access information 

This meeting is being held in a wheelchair accessible location. To request disability-related 
accommodation(s) to participate in the meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, please contact 
the Disability Services Specialist at (510) 981-6418 (voice) or (510) 981-6347 (TDD) at least three (3) 
business days before the meeting date. 

Item 5.

https://cityofberkeley-info.zoomgov.com/j/1617857476?pwd=iB2lfoM3a8AgSNHzbE9e130Wku0Edl.1
file://///cobnas11/g$/Departmental-Data/GDRIVE/RENT-BOARD/BOARD/Committees/4%20x%204%20Joint%20Task%20Force%20Committee%20on%20Housing_RSB%20&%20Council/HKim@berkeleyca.gov


 

 

4 X 4 JOINT TASKFORCE ON HOUSING 

CITY COUNCIL/RENT BOARD 

Friday, February 20, 2026 – 12:00 p.m.  

2180 Milvia Street, 1st floor, Cypress Room, Berkeley, CA  

 
Minutes – To Be Approved 

 

 
1. Roll Call: Co-Chair Alpert called the meeting to order. 

Present: CM Blackaby, CM Chair Lunaparra, CM Tregub (joined remotely – just cause travel), 
RB Chair Alpert, RBC Kelley, RBC Twu, RBC Johnson (joined after roll call).  

Absent: CM Bartlett 

Staff present: Kim, Ehlinger, Brown D Williams, A. Chang, Bolotina 

2. Land Acknowledgment Statement: The Berkeley Rent Stabilization Board recognizes that the 
rental housing units we regulate are built on the territory of xučyun (Huchiun-(Hooch-yoon)), the 
ancestral and unceded land of the Chochenyo (Cho-Chen-yo)-speaking Ohlone (Oh-low-nee) 
people, the ancestors, and descendants of the sovereign Verona Band of Alameda County. This 
land was and continues to be of great importance to all of the Ohlone Tribes and descendants of 
the Verona Band. As we begin our meeting tonight, we acknowledge and honor the original 
inhabitants of Berkeley, the documented 5,000-year history of a vibrant community at the West 
Berkeley Shellmound, and the Ohlone people who continue to reside in the East Bay.  We 
recognize that Berkeley’s landlords and tenants have and continue to benefit from the use and 
occupation of this unceded stolen land since the City of Berkeley’s incorporation in 1878 and 
since the Rent Stabilization Board’s creation in 1980. As stewards of the laws regulating rental 
housing, it is not only vital that we recognize the history of this land but also recognize that the 
Ohlone people are present members of Berkeley and other East Bay communities today. 

3. Approval of agenda: M/S/C (Lunaparra/Kelley) Approve the agenda as is. Voice vote. Carried: 
6-0-0-2. ABSENT: CM Bartlett, RBC Johnson. 

4. Non-agenda public comment: No speakers. 

5. Approval of January 23, 2026 meeting minutes: M/S/C (Blackaby/Lunaparra) Approve minutes 
as is. Voice vote. Carried: 5-0-1-2. ABSTAIN: Kelley. ABSENT: CM Bartlet, RBC Johnson.  

6. Discussion and possible recommendations on emergency eviction (requested by Co-Chair 
Alpert) 

a. Agenda materials attached: 

 Staff to start review process on an informal basis with the City Attorney’s office. 
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7. Discussion relating to mandatory posting of emergency evacuation information in common 
areas (requested by Co-Chair Lunaparra): 

To be further discussed at future meetings, but not the next one. Lunaparra staff to investigate 
the issues further.  

8. Discussion on applicability of measure BB to nonprofit providers (requested by 
Councilmember Tregub): 

Email submissions of public comments from Resources for Community Development, 
Affordable Housing Associates, Bay Area Community Services, Bay Area Community Land 
Trust. Public speakers were as follows: Matt Gustafson, Susan Friedland, Courtney Pal, Stacey 
Burmaster, and Mary Dorst. 

Staff to look into possible solutions and bring to April 4 x 4 meeting.  

9. Discussions of possible future agenda items 

a. Proactive Housing Standards Enforcement 

b. Non-profit affordable housing providers eviction patterns 

c. City of Berkeley ICE employees hiring policy 

10. Confirm next meeting time change to 11 a.m. 
 

11. Adjournment:  

M/S/C (Kelley/Lunaparra) Voice vote. Carried: 6-0-0-2. Voice Vote: ABSENT: CM Bartlett, CM 
Blackaby (had to leave prior to adjournment).  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
City Councilmember Ben Bartlett  Rent Board Chairperson Soli Alpert 
City Councilmember Brent Blackaby Rent Board Commissioner Xavier Johnson 
City Councilmember Cecilia Lunaparra Rent Board Commissioner Andy Kelley 
City Councilmember Igor Tregub  Rent Board Commissioner Alfred Twu 
 



 
 

February 19, 2026 
 
Councilmember Cecilia Lunaparra, Co-Chair 
Commissioner Soli Alpert, Co-Chair 
4x4 Joint Task Force Committee on Housing​
2000 Center Street, Suite 400​
Berkeley, CA 94704 
 
Re:  Item #8, Measure BB Registration Fee Impacts on Non-profit Affordable Housing ​
Providers 
 
Dear Chair Lunaparra and Chair Alpert: 
  
In advance of Item #8 on the 4x4 Committee agenda, I would like to share the impact of Measure 
BB registration fees on the Bay Area Community Land Trust (BACLT). As you know, BACLT 
partners with low-income Berkeley residents to preserve their homes through acquisition and 
rehabilitation, a process that permanently transforms private market housing into decommodified, 
affordable, community-controlled homes. 
 
Due to the fee structure in Measure BB, BACLT’s Berkeley properties will now owe roughly 
$11,352 in Berkeley Rent Board registration fees annually. The magnitude of these ongoing fees 
will affect our ability to provide safe, stable, and well-maintained homes for our residents. 
 
These fees significantly impact affordable properties that are already struggling with rising 
operating expenses. Unlike landlords in the private market, we cannot raise rents to accommodate 
increasing costs. Imposing substantial Rent Board registration fees in this already constrained 
operating environment will force us to make difficult choices. 
 
Our model operates on very thin margins to maintain affordability. For example: as a result of 
these registration fees, a 10-unit BACLT building would lose over 40% of its annual net operating 
income – income that goes toward the building’s replacement reserves and making Small Sites 
loan payments to the City. This potentially drops the building’s debt service coverage ratio to a 
level that makes loan refinancing infeasible. 
 
Other jurisdictions, such as the City of Santa Monica, apply rent control to affordable housing but 
waive registration fees for non-profit-owned properties. We ask for your partnership in creating a 
similar, separate fee category for non-profit affordable housing providers so that we can continue 
to meet the critical need for affordable homes among low-income households in Berkeley. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Matt Gustafson 
Organizational Director 
Bay Area Community Land Trust 
 

​ ​    



 

 

February 18, 2026 
 
Councilmember Cecilia Lunaparra, Co-Chair 
Commissioner Soli Alpert, Co-Chair 
4x4 Joint Task Force Committee on Housing 
2000 Center Street, Suite 400 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
 
Re:  Item #8, Measure BB Registration Fee Impacts on Non-profit Affordable Housing 
 Providers 
 
Dear Chair Lunaparra and Chair Alpert: 
  
In advance of Item #8 on the 4x4 Committee agenda, I would like to share the impact of Measure BB 
registration fees on Bay Area Community Services and the work done to support and provide 
resources to those previously and currently impacted by homelessness within Berkeley. 
 
Due to the fee structure in Measure BB, Bay Area Community Services and many organizations 
similar may owe Berkeley Rent Board registration fees in FY 25-26 with the possibility of this 
increasing annually thereafter. The magnitude of these ongoing fees will affect our ability to 
provide safe, stable, and well-maintained homes for our residents.  
 
As we have described in prior letters to the Rent Board and City Council, these fees significantly 
impact affordable properties that are already struggling with rising operating expenses. Unlike 
landlords in the private market, we cannot raise rents to accommodate increasing costs. Imposing 
substantial Rent Board registration fees in this already constrained operating environment will force 
us to make difficult choices. 
 
Other jurisdictions, such as the City of Santa Monica, apply rent control to affordable housing but 
waive registration fees for non-profit-owned properties. We ask for your partnership in creating a 
similar, separate fee category for non-profit affordable housing providers so that we can continue to 
meet the critical need for affordable homes among low-income households in Berkeley. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jamie Almanza  
CEO 
Bay Area Community Services 
 
 



 
  

 
    

February 18, 2026 
 
Councilmember Cecilia Lunaparra, Co-Chair 
Commissioner Soli Alpert, Co-Chair 
4x4 Joint Task Force Committee on Housing 
2000 Center Street, Suite 400 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
 
Re:  Item #8, Measure BB Registration Fee Impacts on Non-profit Affordable Housing 
 Providers 
 
Dear Chair Lunaparra and Chair Alpert: 
  
In advance of Item #8 on the 4x4 Committee agenda, I would like to share the impact of 
Measure BB registration fees on Resources for Community Development (RCD). RCD is a 
Berkeley-based nonprofit organization dedicated to creating and preserving affordable 
housing for people with the fewest options. We provide over 3,000 affordable rental homes 
throughout the Bay Area, including 534 homes in Berkeley. 
 
Due to the fee structure in Measure BB, RCD owes nearly $200,000 in Berkeley Rent 
Board registration fees in FY 25-26 and will owe around $130,000 annually thereafter. 
While we are still unsure of the exact fee amount due to the complexity of registering our 
units, we are certain that the magnitude of these ongoing fees will affect our ability to provide 
safe, stable, and well-maintained homes for our residents.  
 
As we have described in prior letters to the Rent Board and City Council, these fees 
significantly impact affordable properties that are already struggling with rising operating 
expenses. Unlike landlords in the private market, we cannot raise rents to accommodate 
increasing costs. Imposing substantial Rent Board registration fees in this already constrained 
operating environment will force us to make difficult choices.  
 
Other jurisdictions, such as the City of Santa Monica, apply rent control to affordable housing 
but waive registration fees for non-profit-owned properties. We ask for your partnership in 
creating a similar, separate fee category for non-profit affordable housing providers so that 
we can continue to meet the critical need for affordable homes among low-income 
households in Berkeley. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Courtney Pal 
Policy Manager 
Resources for Community Development 



February 19, 2026 

Councilmember Cecilia Lunaparra, Co-Chair 
Commissioner Soli Alpert, Co-Chair 
4x4 Joint Task Force Committee on Housing 
2000 Center Street, Suite 400 
Berkeley, CA 94704 

 

Re:  Item #8, Measure BB Registration Fee Impacts on Non-profit Affordable Housing 
 Providers 

Dear Chair Lunaparra and Chair Alpert: 

In advance of Item #8 on the 4x4 Committee agenda, I would like to share the impact of Measure BB 
registration fees on Satellite Affordable Housing Associates (SAHA). SAHA is a non-profit affordable 
housing organization that has been a part of the Berkeley community for 60 years. Our mission is to 
provide quality affordable homes and services that empower people and strengthen 
neighborhoods.  We own and operate 23 affordable properties in Berkeley and provide home and 
services to hundreds of households.  

Due to the fee structure in Measure BB, SAHA paid nearly $330,000 in Berkeley Rent Board 
registration fees this year and will owe a similar amount annually thereafter. The magnitude of 
these ongoing fees will affect our ability to provide safe, stable, and well-maintained homes for our 
residents.   

As we have described in prior letters to the Rent Board and City Council, these fees significantly 
impact affordable properties that are already struggling with rising operating expenses. Unlike 
landlords in the private market, we cannot raise rents to accommodate increasing costs. Imposing 
substantial Rent Board registration fees in this already constrained operating environment will force 
us to make difficult choices. For example, at a 150 unit property, SAHA is paying $50,0000 per year 
in rent board fees.  This funds could be better spent directly serving the residents on a daily basis-- 
that amount would cover the cost of an onsite social worker.    

Other jurisdictions, such as the City of Santa Monica, apply rent control to affordable housing but 
waive registration fees for non-profit-owned properties. We ask for your partnership in creating a 
similar, separate fee category for non-profit affordable housing providers so that we can continue to 
meet the critical need for affordable homes among low-income households in Berkeley. 

Sincerely, 
 
Susan Friedland 
CEO 
Affordable Housing Associates 
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